
TSF | 2022-23 | Luke-Acts Supplemental

MESSIANIC BANQUET 
An eschatological banquet that manifests the joys of the Messiah’s presence. Presented in 
the Old Testament as a restoration of God’s people. Explicitly linked to Jesus Christ in the 
New Testament.

Biblical Relevance
The concept of a messianic banquet is developed in both the Old and New Testaments. 
The Old Testament banquet anticipates a time when the Messiah will come and restore all 
things to Israel. The New Testament further develops this promise in the person and work 
of Christ and His ushering in of the age to come.

Old Testament Significance
The Old Testament often uses banquet metaphors to tell of the blessings that will come 
when the Messiah arrives. Throughout the Old Testament, God reminds Israel of a com-
ing savior who will right every wrong done to Israel and reestablish the people in the land. 
These promises of blessings in a coming age are often couched in terms of a great banquet 
(Smith, Table Fellowing, 626). For example, Isaiah 25:6–8 includes a metaphor of a giant 
feast, which communicates the Lord’s provisional abundance when He restores to Israel all 
the blessings He has promised (see also Joel 2:24–28).

New Testament Significance
The New Testament links imagery of a banquet to Jesus Christ. In the Gospels, Jesus 
compares the future kingdom to a great wedding banquet to which the bridegroom arrives 
and everyone feasts (Matt 22:2; 25:1–10; Luke 14:16; Bryan, Traditions, 77). Additionally, 
Revelation 3:20 presents a promise of table fellowship with Jesus for those who respond 
to Him. Revelation 19:6–9 states, “Blessed are those who are invited to the banquet of the 
marriage of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9, author’s translation). Thus, the New Testament presents 
the wedding feast of Christ and His bride, the Church, as the fulfillment of the messianic 
banquet promised in the Old Testament.

The Invitation to the Banquet
In the parables of Matt 22:3–6 and Luke 14:16–20, those who are first invited to the feast 
refuse to come. As a result, the host invites those who would normally not be expected to 
attend (Matt 22:7–14; Luke 14:21–24; see also Matt 8:11–12; Luke 13:28–29). According 
to these parables, it is the invitees’ response to the invitation that grants them access to 
banquet.
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