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Why?  We believe that men and women are eternally transformed as they cultivate 
a deep personal relationship with Jesus The Messiah (The Living Word) 
by means of learning the Written Word (The Bible) in the context of our 
relationships within the Body of Christ.

What? We Proclaim Christ by warning all people and teaching all people with all 
wisdom so that we may present every person mature in Christ. Toward this 
goal we labor, struggling according to His power that powerfully works in 
us. [Colossians 1:28-29]

How? Truth Seekers Fellowship exists to: 
 
1. Create Christ-focused, Bible Based curriculum that promotes Life 
Transformation, not merely information transfer. 
 
2. Develop classes, resources and tools around our Milk to Meat strategy of 
teaching the core elements of the faith with a view to cultivating mature 
disciples of Christ.  
 
3. Invest in the lives of willing and hungry students in both the “classroom” 
setting, but even more importantly in smaller “life on life” contexts. 

Vision: It is the responsibility of the Body of Christ (The Church) as a whole to “make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:18) and grow them to spiritual maturity 
in Christ. Truth Seekers Fellowship assists the Body of Christ in the primary 
ministry sphere of Teaching 1) by offering Christ focused, Biblical instruction 
and 2) by training and equipping others in the teaching ministry. All of this is 
done with a view to promoting Oneness in the Body of Christ (John 17:20-
21, Ephesians 4:1-6)

Connect: www.tsfmemphis.org 
connnect@tsfmemphis.org 
(901) 685-3385
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3How Jesus Changed Everything

1 Jesus: The Word Becomes Flesh

“ Jesus is the center of all, the object of all, whoever does not know him, 
knows nothing aright, either of the world or of himself.” [ Blaise Pascal ]

Colossians 1:14–18  He [ Jesus ] is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 1:16 For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. 1:17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent.

1.1 Why This Study?

1.1.1 The church is in a time of major turning (revolution).

1.1.2 Christianity in our culture(s) is in danger of losing focus on 
Jesus as central - the Head of His Body.

1.1.3 There is the danger of confusing the Way of Jesus with other 
“ways.” 

1.1.4 Jesus wants us to “turn our world upside down” BUT in  
HIS way! 

1.2 Who Is the Real Jesus? 

John 1:14–18 1:14    And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. …1:16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 1:17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
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1.2.1 Seeing His Glory:

Jesus Glory is His 
Radiant (it is meant to be seen, John 1:14 we saw His glory)

Profound (deep, sometimes incomprehensible; John 12:16 His disciples did 
not understand these things at first…)

Inexhaustible (we will never come to the end of it; John 21:25 There are many 
other things that Jesus did. If every one of them were written down, I sup-
pose the whole world would not have room for  the books that would be 
written.)

Humble ( Jesus is THE Servant; John 2:11)

BEAUTY ( John 17:24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world..

that is 

Absolutely Remarkable (Praiseworthy, once we really know Him, we have to 
tell others about Him; John 12:41: Isaiah said these things because he saw 
his glory and spoke of him. John 20:30–3: Now Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

1.2.2 Glory Full of Grace and Truth: The Way of Jesus

John 14:5–7  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 14:7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

“ Here is a text, words spoken by Jesus, that keeps this in clear focus: “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6). The Jesus way wedded to Jesus 
truth brings about Jesus life. We can’t proclaim the Jesus truth but then do 
it any old way we like. Nor can we follow the Jesus way without speaking 
the Jesus truth.” 
…We cannot skip the way of Jesus in our hurry to get the truth of Jesus 
as he is worshipped and proclaimed. The way of Jesus is the way that we 
practice and come to understand the truth of Jesus, living Jesus in our 
homes and workplaces, with out friends and family. 
    [ Eugene Peterson, The Jesus Way, 4 ]
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GLORY 
full of 

Grace
Jesus begins here with

The Outcast

The Sinner

The Sick

The “Spiritually Bankrupt”

and then leads them  
to The Truth

Jesus breaks through the  
shame and fear

This “low” group needs to be lifted up in 
order to believe and trust Jesus

Truth
Jesus begins here with

The “In-Group”

The Self-Righteous

The Powerful
The Proud

and then leads them  
to Grace

Jesus breaks through the  
intellectual pride and arrogance

This “exalted” group needs to be brought 
low in order to believe and trust Jesus

Key Observation: I have come to believe that John is helping us understand the way 
that we should think about, speak, share, incarnate the life of Jesus. 
It seems critical that we begin, like John, with His beauty. Once we are 
captivated by His beauty, we can receive his grace. Once we have 
been disarmed by His beauty, we can hear His truth. If we give 
priority to grace, we are in danger of sugar-coating the truth. If we 
give priority to truth, we are in danger of obscuring His grace. Yet if 
we give priority to His beauty—His Glory—we have a space that is 
large enough and extravagant enough to be filled with both Grace 
and Truth.  
 
Jesus is gracious in a way that never subverts truth and  
He is truthful in a way that does not nullify grace.

1.2.3 The Law vs. Grace and Truth

1.2.4 Revealing the One Truth God:

“ It is true that Jesus is like God, but the greater truth, one closer to the 
revelation of God that Jesus ushers in, is that God is like Christ.”  
[ Frost and Hirsch, ReJesus, 12 ] 
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1.3 What Four Spheres Does Jesus Challenge Us to 
ReThink and ReCover?

1.3.1 Our View of the One and Only God: Jesus reveals the heart of the 
“Sent and Sending God.” Jesus challenges our false views of Father-
God and all idolatry.

1.3.2 Our View of the Church: Jesus builds the Church as His Body - an 
organic movement of followers following Him as the Head. Jesus 
challenges our “institutional” view of the Church. Jesus revolutionizes 
“ministry.” 

1.3.3 Our View of the World: Jesus embraces a World that is Fallen and 
Corrupted yet Redeemable. Jesus challenges our understanding of our 
place in the World and our mission in and to it.

1.3.4 Our View of Ourselves: Jesus leads us in a “personal revolution.” 
Jesus challenges the “old way” of the Law with His “New” Way of 
Glory full of Grace and Truth?
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2 Jesus: Apostle and High Priest of Our Confession

Hebrews 3:1–2 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, partners in a heavenly 
calling, take note of Jesus, the APOSTLE and high priest whom we 
confess, who is faithful to the one who appointed him, as Moses was also 
in God’s house. [NET]

“ What Jesus was about was starting a revolution. He called this revolution 
“The Kingdom of God.”  
 …The Kingdom of God that Jesus established is centered on one 
thing: manifesting the beauty of God’s character and thus revolting 
against everything that is inconsistent with this beauty. The Kingdom is 
centered on displaying a beauty that revolts. 
 The Kingdom, in short, is a beautiful revolution.” 
   [ Greg Boyd, The Myth of A Christian Religion, 9-10 ]

2.1 Jesus Reveals the True Nature  
of the Sent and Sending God.

2.1.1 Jesus Was Sent by the Father:

John 12:49  For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who 
sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what 
to speak.

2.1.2 Jesus Proclaimed the Gospel of God - The Kingdom:

Mark 1:14–15 1:14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, 1:15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

2.1.3 Jesus was sent to the Lost, the poor, the Captives, the Blind, 
the Oppressed:

Matthew 15:24  Jesus answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.”

Luke 4:18–19  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
 because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  
 He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  
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 and recovering of sight to the blind,  
 to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

2.1.4 Jesus Sends THE Apostles (The 12):

Mark 3:12–15  And he went up on the mountain and called to him those 
whom he desired, and they came to him. And he appointed twelve 
(whom he also named apostles) so that they might 1) be with Him and 
he might 2) send them out to preach and 3) have authority to cast out 
demons.

2.1.5 The Father and Jesus Send The Holy Spirit:

John 14:26  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that 
I have said to you.

John 15:26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness 
about me.

2.2 How Does our View of Jesus Affect Everything?

2.2.1 Mission: The Apostolic “Sentness” (Mission) of the Church catalyzes 
everything else we do:

How we view 
Jesus 

 
 
 
 
 

Christology

determines > 
 
 
 
 
 

> > >

How we view our 
Mission in and 
to the World 

 
 
 
 

Missiology

 
 
 
 
 

determines >
 

> > >

How we think 
about the Body 

of Christ
and how we 

structure our 
churches

Ecclesiology

2.2.2 Apostles First: With the Ministry of Jesus, The Apostles supercede 
the Prophets.
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1 Corinthians 12:28  And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then…

2.3 The Triune God Sends His People (Us):

“ In some myterious way, when we are incorporated into God’s family, we 
all seem to become “seeds” bearing the full potential of God’s people 
within us. If you or I were blown like a seed into a different field, God 
could create a Jesus community out of both of us. This is the marvel of a 
true people movement. And where it is unleashed and cultivated, world 
transformation takes place.” [ Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways, 81 ]

2.3.1 Examples of “Sentness”:

01 Philip in Acts 8

02 Peter in Acts 10

03 Paul in Acts 13-28

2.3.2 Beyond the Fortress-Mentality of the Church:

Matthew 16:13–20   Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” … 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 16:17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 16:20 Then he strictly charged the 
disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

 » The Dangerous and Catalytic Question: 
Lord, to whom are you sending us? 
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3 Jesus: The Prophet

Acts 3:22  Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.

Matthew 13:57  …And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and in his own 
household.”

Matthew 21:11  And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.”

3.1 What is a Prophet?

3.1.1 Mouthpiece/spokesperson: The Prophet is first and foremost one 
who speaks for (represents) Father-God. 

3.1.2 Covenant “Mediator”: The Prophet calls the People (the Family) of 
the Lord-God to faithFULLness. 

3.1.3 Cultural Critic and Creator: The Prophet challenges all in a culture 
that is not in line with the truth, goodness and glory (holiness) of the 
KINGDOM with the alternate way of The Kingdom:

01 The Prophetic Word calls out Idolatry.

02 The Prophetic Word confronts Ignorance which flows out of 
Idolatry. 

03 The Prophetic Word challenges Injustice which is the deep 
rooting of Idolatry and Ignorance. 

3.2 How is Jesus a Revolutionary Prophet?

Luke 7:39  Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 
what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”
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3.2.1 The New Way: Jesus reveals a New Way of dealing with people that is 
different from the old way of the Law:

• The Old Way of the Law | That which is Holy must be pro-
tected from the potential contamination of all that is unclean, 
corrupt, sinful.

• The New Way of Jesus | That which is unclean, corrupt, sinful 
is in danger of being infected, redeemed by that which is Holy. 

3.2.2 Grace and Truth: Jesus reveals the New Way of Grace AND Truth:

John 1:14–17 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth… And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.

**See the notes at the end of Session 1 pages 4 and 5 for more details on this.

“ [Jesus] plays fast and loose with the legalism of Sabbath keeping. In 
fact, he subverts the whole religious system. So why would he do that 
simply to replace it with a Christian religious system? He doesn’t! He is 
antireligious, offering his followers direct access to the Father, forgiveness 
in his name, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, to be 
reJesused is to come to the recognition that the Church as the New 
Testament defines it is not a religious institution but rather a dynamic 
community of believers who participate in the way of Jesus and His work 
in the world.”    [ Frost and Hirsch, ReJesus, 29 ]

3.2.3 Examples:

Luke 15:2  And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.”

• Matthew 15:21-28 | Jesus is gracious to the Canaanite woman.

• Mark 1:40-45 | In touching a Leper, Jesus crosses All the reli-
gious boundaries to restore a “lost sheep”. 

• Luke 7:36-50 | Jesus allows a “sinful woman” to touch Him and 
then pronounces her forgiveness. 
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3.3 What is the Root of Jesus’ Prophetic Message?

“ Clearly, the kingdom of God operates by a set of rules different from 
any earthly kingdom’s. God’s kingdom has no geographical borders, no 
capital city, no parliament building, no royal trappings that you can see. Its 
followers live right among their enemies, not separated from them by a 
border fence or a wall. It lives, and grows, on the inside of human beings.  
    [ Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, 248 ]

Mark 1:14–17  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the Gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of 
men.”

3.3.1 Gospel Centered: Jesus revolutionary proclamation of the “nearness” 
of the Kingdom is the central aspect of Gospel. After His death 
and resurrection, these two primary facets define the reality of His 
Kingdom. The first movement is to hear the Gospel.

3.3.2 Repent [ Turn ]: Repentance is a “turning” — a “personal revolution” 
— in which we change the way we think about everything. It is 
primarily a turning from all idolatry and a turning to the One True 
God who has made Himself known in Jesus. 

3.3.3 Believe [ Trust ]: As we turn to Jesus, He will ask us to trust Him to 
give us answers to Life —more specifically His Way of True Life. 

3.3.4 Follow: After Turning from the Old Ways, and believing (trusting) 
Jesus to lead us in the New Way, we are called to follow Him as He 
makes us into the people that He desires for us to be. This means of 
course that we trust Him to transform us in ways that are better than we, in 
and of ourselves, can imagine. In this final, life-long movement, we give 
more and more of ourselves over to Jesus. 
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Life Moving Along Hear

Turn

Trust

Follow
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4 Jesus: The Power of the Gospel

Matthew 4:23    And [ Jesus ] went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every affliction among the people.

4.1 The Gospel of the Kingdom vs. 
the gospels of the World

4.1.1 The Gospels of the World:

“ Since providence, which has ordered the whole of our life, showing 
concern and zeal, has set it in most perfect order by giving [him] to us, 
filling him with virtue for doing the work of a benefactor among men, 
sending him as a Savior both for us and for those who come after us, that 
he might end war and arrange all things and since he, by his appearance, 
excelling even our own anticipation of the good news (euangelion, gospel) 
surpassing all previous benefactors and not even leaving to posterity any 
hope of surpassing what he has done, and since the birthday of the god, 
was the beginning for the world and for the good news to men that came 
by way of him…” [ from an inscription discovered in Priene, Greece ]

4.1.2 The Gospel of Jesus:

“ This trend [Christians focusing on political means and ends] troubles me 
because the Gospel of Jesus was not primarily a political platform. The 
issues that confront Christians in a secular society must be faced and 
addressed and legislated, and a democracy gives Christians every right to 
express themselves. But we dare not invest so much in the kingdom of this 
world that we neglect our main task of introducing people to a different 
kind of kingdom, one based solely on God’s grace and forgiveness. Passing 
laws to enforce morality serves a necessary function, to dam up evil, but 
it never solves human problems. If a century from now all that historians 
can say about evangelicals in the 1990’s is that they stood for family values, 
then we will have failed the mission Jesus gave us to accomplish: to 
communicate God’s reconciling love to sinners.” 
     [ Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, 247 ] 
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4.2 Jesus believed in the power of the Gospel.

4.2.1 Jesus Gives us THE Gospel: Jesus centers His earthly ministry 
around the proclamation of the Gospel, and then entrusts the Gospel 
to his people:

Mark 8:35   For whoever would save his life will lose it, 
    but whoever loses his life for my sake  
      and the Gospel’s will save it.

Acts 5:42  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and preaching (“evangelizing”| root=to proclaim 
good news) Jesus as the Christ (Messiah = King).

Key Observation: Jesus gives us a message that is powerful in and of itself to 
transform people from the inside out. The Gospel comes from 
Jesus and its content is Jesus. 

4.2.2 The “Entrusted” Gospel: Jesus both entrusts the Gospel to His 
peopel, and He also entrusts His people to the Gospel:

Romans 6:17–18  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves to 
sin, you obeyed from the heart that pattern of teaching you were 
entrusted to, and having been freed from sin, you became enslaved to 
righteousness.

• That Pattern of Teaching | In this context, Paul is working 
out the practical implications of our dying and rising with 
Christ - the core message of the Gospel. It can be infered 
then, that the “pattern of teaching” he is refering to here is 
the Gospel. 

• Entrusted to | Notice that Paul does not say, “the pattern… 
that was entrusted to you.” Instead he says, “the pattern… 
that you were entrusted to you.” One of the unique, core reali-
ties of Chrisitianity is that we trust that the Gospel message 
is the power of salvation.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. 
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4.3 We are Called to be deeply rooted in the Gospel.

4.3.1 Preached, Recieved, Standing, Being Saved, Holding Fast:

1 Corinthians 15:1–2   Now I would remind you, brothers, of the Gospel 
I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 15:2 and 
by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain.

4.3.2 Worthy of the Gospel:

Philippians 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of 
you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 
by side for the faith of the gospel…

4.3.3 The Gospel brings Life and Immortality to Light:

2 Timothy 1:8–10  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our 
Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the Gospel by 
the power of God, 1:9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not 
because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which 
he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 1:10 and which now has 
been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel. . . 

4.3.4 The Gospel is the Everlasting Word that purifies us:

1 Peter 1:22–25  Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 
for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure 
heart, 1:23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 1:24 for 
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 
withers, and the flower falls, 1:25 but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you.
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5 Jesus: Our Great Shepherd and Teacher

“ By making Christ seem otherworldly, even ethereal, the church has 
inadvertently put him out of reach to us as an example or a guide.”  
[ Frost and Hirsch, ReJesus, 19 ]

5.1 Jesus our Great Shepherd

John 10:7–18  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
door of the sheep. 10:8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters 
by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.  
 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 10:12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, 
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 10:13 He flees because he 
is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  
 10:14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 10:15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep.  
 10:16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.  
 10:17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 
life that I may take it up again. 10:18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”

5.1.1 Jesus is the Door for His Sheep - He is the way to life.

5.1.2 Jesus lays down His life for His Sheep.

• Power Under | Jesus’ Kingdom is the only one that has been 
founded and sustained through “Self-sacrifice” - Power Under, 
not Power Over. 

“…the contrast between the “power over” kingdom of the world and the 
“power under” kingdom of God is “Lion power” versus “Lamb power.” The 
Kingdom of God advances by people lovingly placing themselves under 
others, in service to others, at cost to themselves. This “coming under” 



20

doesn’t mean that followers of Jesus conform to other people’s wishes, but 
it does mean that we always interact with others with their best interests 
in mind.…  
 …in truth there is no greater power on the planet than self-sacrificial 
love. Coming under others has a power to do what laws and bullets 
and bombs can never do—namely, bring about transformation in an 
enemy’s heart. This is the unique “Lamb power” of the Kingdom of God, 
and indeed, this is the power of God Almighty. When God flexes his 
omnipotent muscle, it doesn’t look like Rambo or the Terminator—it looks 
like Calvary! And living in this Calvary-like love moment by moment, in all 
circumstances and in relation to all people, is the sole calling of those who 
are aligned with the kingdom that Jesus came to bring.”  
(Greg A Boyd, The Myth of A Christian Nation, 32-33)

5.1.3 Jesus unites Jew and Gentile together in “One Flock.” 

5.2 Jesus our Teacher

5.2.1 Jesus builds His earthly ministry around Teaching, Preaching 
and Healing. 

Matthew 4:23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
every affliction among the people.

5.2.2 Jesus taught on the “deeper realities” of the Kingdom.

Matthew 7:28–29 And when Jesus finished these sayings (The Sermon on the 
Mount), the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching 
them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.  
(compare similar statement in Mark 1:21–22)

Matthew 22:34–40  But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together. 22:35 And one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” 22:37 And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 22:38 This is the great and first commandment. 22:39 And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 22:40 On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
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5.3 Jesus and His Social Revolution:

5.3.1 The Apostolic Growth of Jesus’ Shepherding and Teaching:

Galatians 3:25–29   But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian, 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 3:29 And if 
you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
promise.

Colossians 3:9–11  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off 
the old self with its practices 3:10 and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 3:11 Here 
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

5.3.2 The Cultural / Social Impact of Jesus’ Shepherding and 
Teaching:

• Hospitals, Health Care, Social Care

• The Education Revolution

• The Scientific / Medical Revolution

• Legal and Governmental Reforms 
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6 Jesus: The Revolution

6.1 Some Historical Perspective: What Happens Now?
Revolution in the History of Redemption

ca 1000 BC ca 500 AD 30 ca 500 1054 ca 1500 ca 2000

The  
Davidic 
Dynasty

The  
Babylonian 
Captivity

The Jesus
Revolution

The Founding 
of Imperial 
Christianity

The Great 
Schism

East / West

The Great  
Reformation

?

6.2 What Has Jesus given Us?

“ Jesus left few traces of himself on earth. He wrote no books or even 
pamphlets. A wanderer, he left no home or even belongings that could 
be enshrined in a museum. He did not marry, settle down, and begin a 
dynasty. We would, in fact, know nothing of him except for the traces 
he left in human beings. That was his design. The law and the prophets 
had focused like a beam of light on the One who was to come, and now 
that light, as if hitting a prism, would fracture and shoot out in a human 
spectrum of waves and colors.”  [ Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, 228 ]

Ephesians 4:7–13   But to each one of us grace was given according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. 4:8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on 
high he captured captives; he gave gifts to men.”...  4:11 It was [Christ] 
who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teachers, 4:12 to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, that is, to build up the body of Christ, 4:13 until we all attain 
to the oneness of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God—a 
mature person, attaining to the measure of Christ’s full stature.

6.2.1 Apostolic Vision and Mission: Lord, to whom are you sending us?

6.2.2 Prophetic Passion and Direction: Lord, how are we to challenge 
the Idolatry, Ignorance and Injustice in order to give people a taste of 
your good Kingdom?

6.2.3 Evangelical Cultivation: Lord, how are we to deeply root the Gospel 
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in all areas and aspects of our lives - in our cultures?

6.2.4 Pastoral Care and Concern: Lord, how can we comfort, encourage 
and bring healing to one another?

6.2.5 Faithful and True Instruction: Lord, how can we teach one another 
to know You more deeply?

6.3 Epilogue: The High Call to the Lowly

“ Jesus did not minister, die, and rise from the dead merely to enlist fans. 
He gave everything He had to create a community of uncompromising 
zealots – raving, unequivocal, undeterable, no-holds-barred spiritual 
revolutionaries. He has no room for lukewarm followers. He is not 
interested in those who have titles, prestige, and self-sufficiency. He 
is searching for the broken, hopeless, helpless, spiritually dependent 
individuals who readily acknowledge that they cannot make any headway 
without total and absolute dependence upon Him. He is seeking the 
hearts of those who are willing to surrender everything for the blessed 
privilege of suffering for Him, just as He suffered for us. He wants people 
who are dedicated to getting beyond the offer of mere salvation to those 
who are willing to do what it takes to complete a personal transformation.”  
[George Barna, Growing True Disciples, 98-99]
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6.4 Epilogue 2: The Next Christians
In his book The Next Christians Gabe Lyons outlines seven key ways the next 
generation of Christ followers may deeply impact our world by getting back to 
the Gospel and the revolutionary ways of Jesus.

Lyons refers to the “Next Christians” who have the potential to get us back 
on track as restorers. He suggests they will be characterized by the following 
seven characteristics:

6.4.1 Provoked, Not Offended

6.4.2 Creators, Not Critics

6.4.3 Called, Not Employed

6.4.4 Grounded, Not Distracted

6.4.5 In Community, Not Alone

6.4.6 Civil, Not Divisive

6.4.7 Counter-cultural, Not Relevant

“ For the next Christians, the ought is the prism through which they see 
their mission. This includes sharing the Gospel so that men and women 
might enter into relationship with God, but it also goes far beyond that. 
. . These Christians set out to identify hurts, sickness, darkness, and evil, 
and then show up as a force of help, healing and goodness. They have 
purposed to loose the strings of brokenness and set free God’s intention. 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me... He has sent me...” In other words, 
Jesus is saying, ‘Enough of what is; I see things in terms of how they ought 
to be, and I’m here to do something about it. And from what I can tell, so 
are the next Christians.”  (The Next Christians, 63, 220)
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