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We proclaim Christ  
by warning and teaching all people with all wisdom  

so that we may present every person mature in Christ. 
 

Toward this goal I also labor,  
struggling according to his power  

that powerfully works in me.  
 

| Colossians 1:28-29 |
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Outline of Revelation

The following outline is developed around clear structural “chunks” 
- Introduction/Prologue, Letters to the Seven Churches, Visionary 
Material, Postlude. The structural key to dividing the visionary 
material is given in the repeated phrase “Now after these things (Gk: 
meta tauta) I looked…” or as in the final instance, “Now after these 
things I heard…” This is in line with Jesus commission of John in 
1:19 “Therefore write what you have seen, what is, and what will 
take place after this (literally, “after these things”, Gk: meta tauta).

1 Prologue (1:1-20)

1.1 John introduces the Book (1:1-3)

1.2 John greets the churches (1:4-7)

1.3 The Lord declares His identity (1:8)

1.4 John is commissioned to write what he sees (1:9-11)

1.5 John’s first vision of Christ (1:12-20)

2 Letters to the Seven Churches (2-3)

2.1 Jesus addresses Ephesus (2:1-7)

2.2 Jesus addresses Smyrna (2:8-11)

2.3 Jesus addresses Pergamum (2:12-17)

2.4 Jesus addresses Thyatira (2:18-29)

2.5 Jesus addresses Sardis (3:1-6)

2.6 Jesus addresses Philadelphia (3:7-13)

2.7 Jesus addresses Laodicea (3:14-22)

3 “After these things…” John sees the majesty and splendor of 
the Heavenly Court (4:1-6:17)

3.1 The Creatures in Heaven worship the One on the Throne 
(4:1-11)

3.2 The Lamb is worthy to open the Seven Sealed Scroll 
(5:1-14)
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3.3 The first six Seals are opened (6:1-17)

4 “After these things…”  The 144,000 from the 12 Tribes of 
Israel are sealed (7:1-8) 

5 “After these things…”  The Judgment of God Arrives  
(7:9—15:5)

5.1 John sees the great multitude from the nations (7:9-17)

5.2 The Seventh Seal is opened (8:1-5)

5.3 Angels with Seven Trumpets appear; Six trumpets are 
blown (8:6-9:21)

5.4 A giant Angel appears with a Little Scroll (9:1-11)

5.5 John measures the Temple and Two Witnesses appear 
(11:1-14)

5.6 The Seventh Trumpet is blown and heralds the arrival of 
the Kingdom (11:15-19)

5.7 The Sign of the Woman and the Dragon appear (12:1-6)

5.8 The Dragon/Satan is cast from Heaven to the Earth 
(12:7-17)

5.9 The Beast rises from the Sea (13:1-10)

5.10 A second beast rises from the Earth (13:11-18)

5.11 The Lamb appears on Zion with 144,000 from the na-
tions (14:1-5)

5.12 Three Angels bring messages to the Earth (14:6-13)

5.13 The Earth is harvested (14:14-20)

5.14 The Angels with the seven bowls of plagues appear  
(15:1-4)

6 “After these things…”  God Pours Out His Final Wrath 
(15:5-17:18)

6.1 The Seven angels pour out the seven plagues  
(15:5-16:21)
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6.2 The Vision of the Great Prostitute and the Beast  
(17:1-18)

7 “After these things…”  Babylon is Destroyed (18:1-24)

7.1 An Angel announces the fall of Babylon (18:1-3)

7.2 The lament for the destruction of Babylon (18:4-24) 

8 “After these things…”  The Arrival of The King and the New 
Creation (19:1-22:21)

8.1 John hears rejoicing in Heaven at the fall of Babylon 
(19:1-5)

8.2 The marriage supper of the Lamb arrives with great re-
joicing (19:6-10)

8.3 The King of kings arrives to make war against the Beast 
(19:7-21)

8.4 Christ reigns for 1000 years while Satan in imprisoned 
(20:1-6)

8.5 Satan is released, leads a final rebellion and is finally de-
stroyed (20:7-10)

8.6 A great white throne appears and judgment takes place 
(20:11-15)

8.7 The New Heaven and Earth appear (21:1-8)

8.8 The New Jerusalem descends from Heaven to Earth 
(21:9-22:5)

9 Postlude: He will arrive soon… (22:6-21)

9.1 The seriousness of this Revelation is restated (22:6-7)

9.2 John reiterates the nature of his visions (22:8-11)

9.3 Jesus gives final warnings, blessings, and invitation 
(22:12-21)
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Part 1: Introduction: Setting the Stage

1 The Prologue (1:1-20)

1.1 John introduces the Book (1:1-3)

Revelation 1:1   The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 

Him to show his servants what must happen very soon. He made it 

clear by sending his angel to his servant John, 1:2 who then testified 

to everything that he saw concerning the word of God and the 

testimony about Jesus Christ. 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads the 

words of this prophecy aloud, and blessed are those who hear and 

obey the things written in it, because the time is near. 

•  Revelation = “a revealing, an unveiling”

•  Jesus, the Agent of Revelation, the testimony about Jesus 
 
God > Jesus > [Angel + John] > His Servants

•  Servants = Slaves

•  “He made it clear…”

•  The Angel sent to John
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•  “everything that he saw”

•  The Blessing  
 
There are 7 “Blessed are...” in the book: 
1. 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy aloud, and blessed are those who hear and obey 
the things written in it, because the time is near!   
 
2. 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: 
‘Blessed are the dead, those who die in the Lord from this 
moment on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from 
their hard work, because their deeds will follow them.”  
 
3. 16:15 (Look! I will come like a thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays alert and does not lose his clothes so that he will 
not have to walk around naked and his shameful condition be 
seen.)  
 
4. 19:9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: 
Blessed are those who are invited to the banquet at the 
wedding celebration of the Lamb!” He also said to me, 
“These are the true words of God.”  
 
5. 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the 
first resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they 
will reign with him for a thousand years.  
 
6. 22:7 (Look! I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who 
keeps the words of the prophecy expressed in this book.)  
 
7. 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes so they 
can have access to the tree of life and can enter into the city by 
the gates.

•  “what must happen very soon,” “the time is near”



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 9

(1) The Author 

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother … was on the island 
called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony about 
Jesus.

(1.1) Speculation: John Mark, unknown John…

(1.2) John the Seer, John the Servant, etc.

“ The first to reject apostolic authorship was Marcion, the second-
century Gnostic who rejected all non-Pauline books (apart from an 
edited version of Luke) because of their Jewish influence.”  
(Osborne, 3)

(1.3) The Apostle John  
(the same John who walked with Jesus)

• There is a strong witness of Apostolic Fathers who believed John 
the Apostle wrote the book (Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, 
Clement of Alexandria)

• The Gospel of John and Revelation share a common mission: 
the reveal Christ in order to bring about repentance.

• There are many similarities between the John’s Gospel and Rev-
elation, like their emphasis in showing Jesus’ deity by use of the 
“oneness” theme: “I and the Father are One…”

• Several NT scholars, Henry B. Swete being one, who have 
shown that there are ample linguistic similarities between 
John’s writings (*see comments on the quotation of Zechariah 
12:10 in Revelation 1:7 in the notes ahead)

(2) Time and Place of Writing
The dating of the book of the Revelation is more critical than some 
of the others books of the Bible due to the fact that the date of writ-
ing will affect the interpretation of the book in a fairly significant 
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way. 

(2.1) Option 1: The Reign of Nero before the destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 

*Those who date the book to this time take the Preterist View of 
interpretation which interprets the book as symbolically referring to 
the fall of Jerusalem.  *We will discuss these different modes of interpre-
tation when we get to chapter 4.  

(2.2) Option 2: The Reign of Domitian ca. AD 95 during exile on 
Patmos

*Those who use this date usually hold the Idealist or Futurist 
views. 
John clearly states that he was on the island of Patmos when these 
visions came. The past tense of this statement may mean that he was 
no longer on the island. It is also clear that he was banished there in 
response to his preaching.  

“ Patmos (pat´muhs), one of the Sporades Islands in the Aegean 
Sea. It lies about thirty-seven miles southwest of Miletus, a city on 
the coast of western Asia Minor. It is a small island, about ten miles 
long from north to south and six miles wide at its broadest point. 
…banishment was a common punishment during the Imperial 
period for a variety of offenses, including unauthorized practice of 
divination, magic, or astrology. Prophecy may have been viewed by 
the Romans as falling into the same category, and prophecy with 
political implications, like that expressed by John in the book of 
Revelation, would have been particularly suspect. Three of the islands 
in the Sporades are listed in extrabiblical sources as places where 
political offenders were banished (Pliny Natural History 4.69–70; 
Tacitus Annals 4.30).  Adela Yarbro Collins, “Patmos,” ed. Mark Allan 
Powell, The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) 
(New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 746–747.

(3) The Style of Revelation
One of the reasons that the author of Revelation is thought to be 
someone besides John the Apostle is the difference in the style of 
Greek used in the Gospel of John and Revelation. The Greek in 



Th e Revelation of Jesus Christ 11

Revelation is weird to say the least:

“ …[the author] places nominatives in opposition to other cases, 
irregularly uses participles, constructs broken sentences, adds 
unnecessary pronouns, mixes up genders, numbers and cases and 
introduces several unusual constructions.” Several explanations are 
possible for the diff erences in Greek, however, such as an amanuensis 
who helped smooth out similar rough Greek in the Gospel, or 
(perhaps more likely) the apocalyptic form itself and the eff ects of 
the visions on John as he wrote. It is commonly conceded that 
there is a type of Hebraic Greek in the Apocalypse. Moreover, 
many of the solecisms [blunders, mistakes] appear deliberate, 
perhaps due to theological emphasis or the visionary experience. 
Such powerful experiences as the ecstatic visions would 
naturally aff ect one’s writing style.” (Osborne,  4)

(4) The Social and Cultural Context of Revelation
Revelation is addressed to seven historical churches in western Asia 
Minor under the Roman Empire of the 1st Century AD. Th is sug-
gests that in spite of the unique “visionary” content, it must be read 
as a historical document addressing actual historical realities.

ROME

Jerusalem

Caesarea

Ephesus
SmyrnaAthens

Pergamum

CRETE

ColosseLaodicea
Hieropolis

Philadelphia
Sardis

Thyatira

Tarsus

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

ASIA Minor

CYPRUS

Patmos
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(5) The Conflict with the Empire
Historically, we know that the seven churches addressed in Reve-
lation 2-3 were situated in cities already submissive to the Roman 
Empire. These churches would not have considered themselves 
subjugated by the Empire as the Jewish Christians in the Holy 
Land would have. These provinces, however, were clearly part of the 
Empire and would have faced challenges unique to that context.

The Rule of the Roman Emperors:
Reign Name Titles and 
31BC-AD14 Augustus The first true Roman emperor described as 

the chief benefactor and savior of Rome. 
AD 14-37 Tiberius The Caesar during Jesus life.
AD 37-41 Gaius  

(Caligula)
Generally considered to be insane. Wanted 
his statue to be placed in the Temple.

AD 41-54 Claudius Murdered his wife Agrippina so that his 
adopted son Nero could succeed him.

AD 54-68 Nero Blamed the burning of Rome on Chris-
tians; persecuted Christians

AD 68-69 Galba Assassinated after seven months
AD 69 Otho Committed suicide after 90 days
AD 69 Vitellius
AD 69-79 Vespasian These two, father and son, led the Roman 

forces to victory in the Jewish Revolt of 
AD70. 

AD 79-81 Titus

AD 81-96 Domitian *During this time, failure to worship the 
emperor became a punishable offense.

(6) The Conflict with the Imperial Cult

• The Priene Inscription from 9BC:

“Since providence, which has ordered the whole of our life, showing 
concern and zeal, has set it in most perfect order by giving [him] to 
us, filling him with virtue for doing the work of a benefactor among 
men, sending him as a savior both for us and for those who come 
after us, that he might end war and arrange all things and since he, by 
his appearance, excelling even our own anticipation of the good news 
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(euangelion) surpassing all previous benefactors and not even leaving 
to posterity any hope of surpassing what he has done, and since the 
birthday of the god, was the beginning for the world and for the good 
news to men that came by way of him…”   (I am indebted to Joseph 
Fantin of Dallas Theological Seminary for this text)

Politically, the seven cities of the letters in Revelation would have 
competed for honor and recognition from the Emperor. The 
Emperor was considered to be the benefactor and savior of the civi-
lized world and thus he began to be worshiped as a god in the flesh. 
This gave rise to the Imperial Cult which by the time of Domitian 
would have placed great pressure on Christians who struggled to 
keep their allegiance to Christ in a society which was held together 
by its allegiance to the Emperor. 

By the time of Domitian, Christianity was clearly set apart as 
an enemy of the empire. Thus, anyone who would not pledge alle-
giance to the Emperor and the Empire would be punished. It was 
during the time of Domitian that the first wide spread persecutions 
of Christians began to break out. 

“ In the eastern Mediterranean, however, most peoples showed their 
loyalty to Rome by worshiping not only the goddess Roma (Rome) 
but also the emperor. Different Asian cities had competed for the 
honor of hosting emperor temples, with Ephesus and then Smyrna 
as the principal sites of such cults. All seven cities of Asia Minor 
whose churches are directly addressed in Revelation were exposed 
to the imperial cult. Increasingly as Domitian’s reign went on, people 
were calling Domitian “master” and “god” (Dio Cassius, 67.13.4).62 
Domitian also became a tyrant who repressed a number of minority 
groups he saw as potentially threatening, including Roman Jews, 
philosophers, and astrologers.” (Keener, 37-38)

“ It may well be the case that Christians in Asia Minor, unaccustomed 
to having a bunker mentality, may have been extremely traumatized 
by any persecution at all, for they had not been conditioned to expect 
such a response to their beliefs and behavior, especially if most of 
them were Gentile Christians in these congregations. (Witherington, 
22) 
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(7) Unique Aspects of Revelation

(7.1) Revelation and the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament)

There are approximately 270-400 references, quotes or allusions to 
the Hebrew Scriptures, more than any other New Testament book. 
Out of 404 verses in Revelation, only 126 contain no allusion to the 
Hebrew Scriptures.

Revelation is a fitting conclusion to the Bible which was opened 
by Genesis. Revelation is also closely associated with the “end time” 
material of Daniel.

(7.2) What is the Genre (type of literature) of Revelation?

Prophetic
This is literature that developed most extensively in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Prophets, set apart and called by God, speak the words 
of God as Covenant mediators and enforcers. Although the prophet 
is often given glimpses of future events to confirm his message, the 
main point of the prophetic material is to encourage the faithful and 
call the faithless to faithfulness. 

Apocalyptic
This is a type of literature that is still hotly debated in terms of its 
form and content. It was produced mainly in the times from 200 BC 
to AD 100. Generally speaking the apocalyptic literature tells the 
story of a person, usually an important person from the past, who 
is given a vision or message from the “other world” by an angel or 
other-worldly-being that helps make sense out of the “real world.” It 
is often filled with bizarre images, hyperbolic metaphors that seek to 
unveil mysteries and truths from God’s perspective. At the heart of 
this literature is the problem of evil and the question of what God is 
going to do about it. 

Mounce suggests the following helpful distinctions of apoca-
lyptic literature:
• It is focused toward the future (eschatological) when the final 

reckoning will suddenly break in upon the present.

• It is dualistic in that it presents two worlds struggling for 
control, one righteous and one evil. It also presents two ages: 
the present one corrupted with evil and the one to come where 
righteousness will be perfected.

• It has a pessimistic attitude about mankind’s ability to do 
anything to change the present age in a positive way. 
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• It usually has a deterministic framework where everything 
moves forward toward in a timely, divinely preordained, prede-
termined end.

• It is carried along by often bizarre symbolism which is rooted 
in the Hebrew Scriptures, but which may also be drawn from 
ancient (pagan) mythology in order to reveal the universal 
nature of the One True Story that is the root and source of all 
other stories.  
(Mounce, 19ff)

Although Revelation shares many of these qualities, Mounce is 
helpful in pointing out the way Revelation is different from apoca-
lyptic literature:

• The book calls itself a prophecy (see next heading).

• John is a real prophet in his time who speaks directly to his 
audience. 

• Although Revelation is pessimistic about the present age, it 
hopes toward the return of Christ. It speaks in the spirit of Jesus 
in John 16:33, “In the world you have trouble and suffering, but 
take courage—I have conquered the world.”

• Apocalyptic literature usually views this present age as mean-
ingless because of its evil. Revelation, however, sees this present 
age as the beginning stage of God’s saving work. 

• Revelation has a practical moral and spiritual urgency as it calls 
the actual churches of history to repentance and faithfulness. 

• Revelation leaves interpretation up to the reader as something 
that can be done. It does not hide its message in incomprehensi-
ble mysteries, but reveals future truth in ways that anyone with 
eyes to see and ears to hear can understand and apply. (Mounce, 
23-25)

*Apocalyptic-Prophetic
The fact that Revelation refers to itself as prophecy 5 times (1:3; 
22:7, 10, 18, 19) means that we should view it primarily as such. 
The fact that the book is addressed to seven historical churches 
and to the church as a whole, as a form of “covenant enforcement,” 
also points to its prophetic nature. However, the images and other 
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worldly symbols and visions clearly give the book an apocalyptic 
feel. It may be that Revelation is a unique, hybrid literature both 
prophetic and apocalyptic, which is to say that it is a prophecy given 
to us in apocalyptic form. 

(8) Purpose

(8.1) Through John, Jesus Christ encourages the churches so 
that they will not conform to the pagan/anti-christ ways of 
the prevailing culture.

(8.2) Jesus wants his people to know that no matter how bad 
things get on earth, He is in control and will return to 
vindicate their suffering and to make all things right. 

(8.3) Jesus wants to encourage his people to persevere in their 
faithfulness even in the most difficult of times.

(8.4) Jesus wants his people to know that this life is not the end; 
there is a more glorious New Creation awaiting us.
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Part 2: John is Commissioned by  
The Exalted Christ

“ A theologian takes God seriously as subject and not as object, and 
makes it a life’s work to think and talk about God in order to develop 
knowledge and understanding of God in his being and work. A poet 
takes words seriously as images that connect the visible and invisible, 
and becomes custodian of their skillful and accurate usage. A pastor 
takes actual persons seriously as children of God and faithfully listens 
to a and speaks with them in the conviction that their life of faith 
in God is the centrality to which all else is peripheral…St. John … 
throughly integrated the work of theologian, poet, and pastor…” 
(Peterson, 2-3)

1.2 John greets the churches (1:4-7)

Revelation 1:4  From John, to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

Grace and peace to you from He who is, and who was, and who is 

coming, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 1:5 and 

from Jesus Christ—the faithful witness, the firstborn from among 

the dead, the ruler over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves 

us and has set us free from our sins at the cost of his own blood 1:6 

and has appointed us as a kingdom, as priests serving his God and 

Father—to him be the glory and the power for ever and ever! Amen.

•  Seven

•  The Seven churches in Asia
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“…the seven historical churches are viewed as representative of all 
the churches in Asia Minor and probably, by extension, the church 
universal. (Beale,  186.)

•  Grace and Peace from...

“ The greeting itself is typical, found in most of the NT letters (often 
with “mercy” added). “Grace” (chairein) was the common Hellenistic 
greeting, and “peace” (šālôm) the common Hebrew greeting. In the 
NT, however, these terms were “baptized” with a great deal more 
significance, with each one being also an eschatological promise of 
spiritual blessings sent from God. In other words, Christian writers 
were saying, “Now in Christ you can experience what was only a 
hope before, namely true ‘grace’ and ‘peace.’’ (Osborne, 60)

“ Domitian, according to Suetonius, would regularly preface his cruel 
sentences and punishments on the unfortunate with the phrase, ‘It 
has pleased the Lord our God in his grace…,’ a signal that something 
horrible was about to come to pass. John is suggesting that his 
audience lives by a very different sort and source of mercy and 
grace.” (Witherington, 75)

• from He who is, and was, and is to come…

In ThE BaCkgRound 01:  He who is…

Exodus 3:13-15  Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites 
and tell them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?” 14 
God said to Moses, “I AM that I AM.” And he said, “You must say 
this to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ “ 15 God also said to 
Moses, “You must say this to the Israelites, ‘The LORD the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this is my 
memorial from generation to generation.’
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“ The name in Exod. 3:14 was also expanded in twofold and threefold 
manners in later Jewish tradition: “I am he who is and who will be” 
(Targ. Ps.-J. Exod. 3:14); “I am now what I always was and always 
will be” (Midr. Rab. Exod. 3.6; Alphabet of Rabbi Akiba; likewise 
Midr. Ps. 72.1); “I am he who is and who was, and I am he who 
will be” (Targ. Ps.-J. Deut. 32:39; see likewise the gloss to Targ. Neof. 
Exod. 3:14)  
 [John] is more likely familiar with the general tradition 
represented by the texts, listed above, that expand Exod. 3:14. All 
these expansions are used in their respective contexts to describe God, 
not merely as present at the beginning, middle, and end of history, but as 
the incomparable, sovereign Lord over history, who is thus able to bring 
prophecy to fulfillment and to deliver his people despite overwhelming 
odds, whether from Egypt, Babylon, or the nations. (emphasis mine, 
Beale, 187-188)

•  from the Seven Spirits:  
There has been endless debate over the meaning of these 
“Seven Spirits.” It is widely held that this may be a reference to 
the “Sevenfold” Spirit of God as in Isaiah 11:2 (although only 
six traits are mentioned in that text) 
 
Other references in Revelation 
 
3:1 – associated with the seven stars, which are angels 
“Write to the angel of the church in Sardis:  “The One who 
has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars says: I know 
your works; you have a reputation for being alive, but you are 
dead.  
 
4:5 – equated with seven burning torches  
“Flashes of lightning and rumblings of thunder came from the 
throne. Seven fiery torches were burning before the throne, 
which are the seven spirits of God.” 
 
5:6 – maybe the seven spirits sent into the Earth? 
based on this verse, these may be seven specific angelic servants 
of the Lamb Christ that are sent out into the earth to be his 
“eyes” watching over things:  5:6 “Then I saw One like a 
slaughtered lamb standing between the throne and the four 
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living creatures and among the elders. He had seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent into all 
the earth.”

In ThE BaCkgRound 02:  Names of Angels in Rabbinic Judaism
In early Jewish non-biblical texts, there is a reference to seven arch-
angels (named: Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael, Saraqael, Gabriel, 
and Remiel) before the throne of God (Tobit 12:15; 1 Enoch 20:1-
8).

•  from Jesus Christ: the faithful witness,  
 
The word “witness” that is used of Christ here is the word that 
has come into English as martyr. It simply means witness, but as 
the unfolding of Revelation will reveal, to be a witness for Christ 
in a time of (imperial) persecution means to be someone who is 
faithful even to death. 

•  Jesus Christ: the firstborn from among the dead,  
 
In the NT, Jesus is the first human being to experience 
resurrection. He is the “firstfruits” (see 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23)

•  Jesus Christ: the ruler over the kings of the earth
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In ThE BaCkgRound 03:  Psalm 89

Psalm 89:20-40   
20 I have found David, my servant;  
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,  
21 so that my hand shall be established with him;  
 my arm also shall strengthen him.  
22 The enemy shall not outwit him;  
 the wicked shall not humble him.  
23 I will crush his foes before him  
 and strike down those who hate him.  
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,  
 and in my name shall his horn be exalted.  
25 I will set his hand on the sea  
 and his right hand on the rivers.  
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God,  
 and the Rock of my salvation.’  
27 And I will make him the firstborn,  
 the highest of the kings of the earth.  
28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever,  
 and my covenant will stand firm for him.  
29 I will establish his offspring forever  
 and his throne as the days of the heavens…

“ Beasley-Murray (1978: 56) notes an interesting possibility centering 
on the three stages of Jesus’ ministry: in his life he was a …faithful 
witness; in his resurrection he became … firstborn from the dead; 
and with his parousia he will become … ruler of the kings of the 
earth. (Osborne, 62)

•  The One who loves us… 

•  The One who set us free at the cost of His blood… 
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This is the only place in the NT where the exact phrase “freed us 
from our sins” occurs. This is spoken in conjunction with Christ 
appointing us as a kingdom of priests. As the beloved of Christ, 
we are set free – all of us who belong to Him – so that we may all 
function as “kingly priests” in the here and now AND ALSO in 
His Kingdom when it comes in full power and glory. 

“ While the sins of the enemies of God continue to pile up in readiness 
for divine judgment, the sins of those who have turned to God have 
already been “loosed” by the “blood” of Christ. (Osborne, 64)

•  The One who appointed us as a Kingdom, Priests… 
 
Anticipates Revelation 22:3–5 “And there will no longer be 
any curse, and the throne of God and the Lamb will be in the 
city. His servants will worship him, 22:4 and they will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 22:5 Night will 
be no more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the 
light of the sun, because the Lord God will shine on them, 
and they will reign forever and ever.

In ThE BaCkgRound 04:  A Kingdom of Priests

Exodus 19:5-6   Now therefore, if you (Israel) will indeed 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you 
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are 
the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.

1 Peter 2:4-5   As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like 
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.
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“ In A.D. 90, shortly before this work was written, the Roman Empire 
received a new name–Imperium Aeternum, the eternal empire–and 
the Emperor was meant to be the eternal king, as the court poet 
Statius suggested to Domitian. But John’s theology is that Jesus alone 
is King of Kings, and his followers are not slaves but rather kings and 
priests.” (Witherington, 76-77)

•  The Doxology:  
to Him be glory and power forever and ever!

“ [forever and ever] the Greek takes its greatest term for time, the eon, 
pluralizes this, then multiplies it by its own plural…”  
(Lenski, Revelation, 48)

Revelation 1:7  Look! He is coming with the clouds,  

 and every eye will see him, 

  even those who pierced him,  

 and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him. 

 This will certainly come to pass! Amen.

In ThE BaCkgRound 05: The Son of Man

Daniel 7:13-14  I saw in the night visions, and behold, with 
the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
one that shall not be destroyed.
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Zechariah 12:9-12  And on that day I will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 “And I will pour out on the 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 
pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they 
have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only 
child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn. 

• One of the key arguments for the authorship of John the Apostle 
is found in the this allusion to Zechariah; Mounce comments:

“ The prophecy of Zech 12:10 regarding Jerusalem looking on the 
one they have pierced is quoted in both Rev 1:7 and John 19:37 
using the same Greek verb (ekkenteō [to pierce] ), which in turn is 
not used by the LXX and is found nowhere else in the NT. At the 
close of a substantive discussion of the vocabulary, grammar, and 
style of the Apocalypse, Swete concludes that the evidence “creates 
a strong presumption of affinity between the Fourth Gospel and the 
Apocalypse.” (Mounce, 14)

1.3 The Lord declares His identity (1:8)

Revelation 1:8   “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 

God—the one who is, and who was, and who is coming—the All-

Powerful! 

• The Alpha and Omega

• The Lord God

• The One who is, was and is coming

• The All-Powerful
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“ The God who transcends time guides the entire course of history 
because he stands as sovereign over its beginning and its end.  
(Beale,  199)

“ Of the three uses of this title in Revelation, two refer to God (1:8; 
21:6) and one to Christ (22:13, though see 1:17, where Jesus is “the 
first and the last”). From the start the unity of the Father and the Son 
is stressed. Here God is “the Alpha and the Omega” and Jesus is “the 
first and the last” (1:17). In 21:6 God is “Alpha and Omega,” and in 
22:13 Jesus is “Alpha and Omega” (Osborne, 71)

1.4 John is commissioned to write what he sees (1:9-11).

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother and the one who shares with 

you in the persecution [tribulation/suffering], kingdom, and 

endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because 

of the word of God and the testimony about Jesus. 1:10 I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord’s Day when I heard behind me a loud voice like 

a trumpet, 1:11 saying: “Write in a book what you see and send it 

to the seven churches—to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, 

Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

• John’s “commissioning” shares features similar to Isaiah’s (Chpt 
6), Jeremiah (Chpt 1), and Ezekiel (Chpts 1-3) 
 

•  John, your brother, the one who shares…

•  the persecution (tribulation) that is “in Jesus”,  
 
the word that is translated “persecution” here is the same 
term often translated as “tribulation” or “suffering.” Jesus 
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teaches that this “tribulation” is part of being His follower 
(see Matthew 24:9). Paul reminds the church that it must past 
through many “tribulations” before we enter the Kingdom 
(see Acts 14:22). This is an important concept in the NT and 
should be studied: 
 
Matt 13:21; 24:9, 21, 29; Mark 4:17; 13:19, 24; John 16:21, 
33; Acts 7:10–11; 11:19; 14:22; 20:23; Rom 2:9; 5:3; 8:35; 
12:12; 1 Cor 7:28; 2 Cor 1:4, 8; 2:4; 4:17; 6:4; 7:4; 8:2, 13; 
Eph 3:13; Phil 1:17; 4:14; Col 1:24; 1 Th 1:6; 3:3, 7; 2 Th 
1:4, 6; Heb 10:33; James 1:27; Rev 1:9; 2:9–10, 22; 7:14

•  the kingdom that is “in Jesus”,

•  and the endurance that is “in Jesus”,

•  WAS on the island called Patmos (c. AD 95)

“ Rome especially used two groups of islands in the Aegean Sea near 
Asia Minor to detain political prisoners, namely, the Cyclades and 
the Sporades; Patmos was in the Sporades, and the older Pliny 
can be understood as naming this a place of exile.9 The island was 
not deserted; it included a Greek gymnasium and a temple and 
cult of Artemis (though it would not have been as pervasive as the 
veneration of Artemis in nearby Ephesus).10 Since John would be 
permitted visitors, the churches of Asia would undoubtedly send 
him messengers; Patmos was only forty to fifty miles southwest of 
Ephesus. (Keener, 83)

“ Thus John would have lived a fairly normal life as an exile on that 
island. He was likely there only a short time and was allowed to go to 
Ephesus in a general amnesty for exiles by the emperor Nerva in A.D. 
96 after Domitian died. (Osborne, 81)

•  Because of the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus
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•  In the Spirit  
(used also in 4:2, 17:3 and 21:10) seems to indicate that John 
experiences an “ecstatic” vision. See Peter at Joppa in Acts 10:10; 
11:5 and Paul in Acts 22:17 and 2 Corinthians 12:2-4)  
 
This is probably parallel to the Spirit falling on prophets like in 
Ezekiel 3:12ff. and not like the NT discussions of being “filled” 
with the Spirit. Both Isaiah an Ezekiel are given a vision of God 
in their ministries. 

•  on the Lord’s day 
 
Most likely a reference to Sunday as the first day of the week 
set aside for worship. During this time, the emperors would 
set aside specific days as the “emperor’s day” for worship in the 
imperial cult, etc. 

•  Write in a book (biblion) what you see…

1.5 John has a vision of the Glorious Christ (1:12-20).

John 1:14  “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.”

“ Everywhere and always we have to do with the ‘gospel of Jesus 
Christ.’ Without this controlling center, the Bible is a mere 
encyclopedia of religion with no more plot than a telephone 
directory.” (Peterson, 27)

Revelation 1:12  I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and 

when I did so, I saw seven golden lampstands, 1:13 and in the midst 
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of the lampstands was one like a son of man. He was dressed in 

a robe extending down to his feet and he wore a wide golden belt 

around his chest. 1:14 His head and hair were as white as wool, even 

as white as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery flame. 1:15 His feet 

were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice was like 

the roar of many waters. 1:16 He held seven stars in his right hand, 

and a sharp double-edged sword extended out of his mouth. His face 

shone like the sun shining at full strength. 

•  Seven Golden Lampstands:  
(Jesus interprets these symbols at the end of this vision)

• Jesus is presented in this vision as  
Prophet, King and Priest 
 
In 1:1 He is the recipient and revealer of God’s word, 
 
In 1:5 He is the Ruler of the kings of the Earth, 
 
In 1:13 He is dressed as a Kingly priest. 
 

• In the Midst… 

•  One like the Son of Man: Daniel 7:13f

In ThE BaCkgRound 06: One Like a Son of Man

Daniel 7:9  “I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the 
Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow 
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And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with 
flames, Its wheels were a burning fire.

Daniel 10:4–10   On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, 
as I was standing on the bank of the great river (that is, the Tigris) 
10:5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in 
linen, with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. 10:6 His 
body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes 
like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished 
bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude. 
10:7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with 
me did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and 
they fled to hide themselves. 10:8 So I was left alone and saw this 
great vision, and no strength was left in me. My radiant appearance 
was fearfully changed, and I retained no strength. 10:9 Then I heard 
the sound of his words, and as I heard the sound of his words, I fell on 
my face in deep sleep with my face to the ground. 10:10 And behold, 
a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
(ESV)

“ Jesus is being identified with this human and yet more-than-human 
figure, who is seen in Daniel as a representative of God’s people to 
God, and of God to God’s people. While in Daniel the son of man 
is distinguished from the Ancient of Days, here the son of man is 
described as if he were the Ancient of Days.” (Witherington, 81)

• A robe extending to His feet, A golden belt around His chest… 

“ In short, the first description depicts Christ as an exalted, dignified 
figure. The day laborer wore the sash around the waist, in order to 
tuck in a tunic for work. The aristocrat wore it around the chest, as 
here, to indicate high rank.” (Osborne, 89)
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• His head and hair were white as wool… 

• His eyes were like a fiery flame… 

• His feet were like polished/burnished bronze… 
It is interesting to note that the feet of the Cherubim of Ezekiel 1:7 
gleam as burnished bronze.

“ Thus the imagery of “gleaming” or “burnished” metal pictures the 
molten state, with the metal glowing in all its purity (so R. Charles, 
Swete, Beckwith, Thomas). Since feet in the ancient world portrayed 
the direction of one’s life, the image here depicts Christ’s life in both 
its strength or stability and its absolute purity. (Osborne, 91)

• His voice was like the roar of many waters… 

• Holding Seven Stars

• The Sharp Double Edged Sword 
this Sword clearly calls to mind Hebrews characterization of 
the Word of God: Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed 
to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 
 
But Isaiah’s description of the Messiah/Servant is also in the 
background here: Isaiah 11:4  “…and He shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked.” Also Isaiah 49:2, part of the 2nd Servant Song: 
“He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his 
hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he 
hid me away.”

• His Face, Shining like the Sun 
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Revelation 1:17  When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I 

were dead, but he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be 

afraid! I am the first and the last, 1:18 and the one who lives! I was 

dead, but look, now I am alive—forever and ever—and I hold the 

keys of death and of Hades! 

• John’s response 

• the first and last, 

• once dead, but now alive forever! 

• holding the keys of death and hades 

 » Witherington and others have made the point that in 
this vision of Jesus (as in other presentations of Him 
in the New Testament), He stands as the reality that 
is counterfeited in Greco-Roman and other pagan 
mythology:

Greek:  
Hecate the key keeper 
to the gates of Hades

“Beginning and end are 
you and you alone rule 

all. For all things are from 
you, and in you do all 

things, Eternal One, come 
to their end.”

Greek: 
Heracles (Hercules) 

was able on a couple of 
occasions to bring up 

people from the place of 
the dead.

Egyptian: 
Anubis is said to hold 

the keys to Hades

(Adapted from Witherington, 83)

Revelation 1:19  Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will 

be after these things. 

• Some see this verse as simple outline for the whole book: 
What you saw -  Chpt 1 
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What is -   Chpts 2—3 
What will be -  Chpts 4—22

Revelation 1:20  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my 

right hand and the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars 

are the angels of the seven churches and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches.”

• The mystery… 

In ThE BaCkgRound 07: The Vision of Zechariah 4
Zechariah 4:2-6 seems to be in the background of several of John’s 
visions. In the Zechariah context, the lamps in the context of the 
Temple represent a restored, faithful Israel in some sense. In the 
context of John’s vision and in Jesus’ interpretation, the Lampstands 
of Revelation refer to churches. 

Zechariah 4:2, 10   He said to me, “What do you see?” And I 
said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the 
top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to 
each of the lamps which are on the top of it;…10 But these seven 
will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel-
-these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout 
the earth.”

 

•  The Identity of the Stars and the Lampstands: 
 
This vision stands in distinction to the Jewish Menorah of one 
lamp with seven stems patterned after the instructions given 
to Moses in Exodus 25:31-37. Here these are seven individual 
lampstands that represent seven churches, or assemblies.  
 
The figure of “light giving” in reference to the churches 
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probably indicates that these assemblies provide 
“illumination” in a sin-darkened world as they reflect the 
glory of the Creator in their unity and love. 
 
Daniel 12:3  And those who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 
Philippians 2:14–15  Do everything without grumbling 
and arguing, 2:15 so that you may be blameless and pure, 
children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted 
generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world.

(9) The Christology of Revelation
As the revelation of  (from and about) Jesus Christ, the content of 
Revelation is focused upon Jesus and His return at the end of this 
present evil age. Thus, Christology is at the heart of Revelation.

“ It is possible that John…conceives of Heaven as the Christian’s 
assembly hall where the divine decrees would be read out and justice 
would finally be done by Christ, who is truly ‘our Lord and our 
God,’ in contradistinction to the Emperor Domitian. If so, his high 
Christology… is hardly just a religious statement; it is a political 
one as well. This explains why Christians are warned to expect stern 
reprisals for their allegiance to a very different Lord than Caesar. 
Their exclusive faith would be seen as dangerous and unpatriotic, for 
Christians would not participate in the emperor cult.”  
(Witherington, 24)

(9.1) Jesus is revealed as the Sovereign God, the Alpha and 
Omega, the First and the Last. (1:8, 21:6, 22:13)

“ …[this title] conveys the idea that the person in question ‘precedes 
and originates all things, as their Creator, and he will bring all 
things to their eschatological fulfillment. The titles cannot mean 
anything else when they are used of Christ…[this is} a way of stating 
unambiguously that Jesus belongs to the fullness of the eternal being 



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-201934

of God, this surpasses anything in the [rest of the] New Testament” 
(Witherington, 29)

(9.2) Jesus is revealed as the God of the Hebrew Scriptures 

Isaiah 44:6*   
Thus says the LORD,  
the King of Israel and his Redeemer,  
the LORD of armies:  
“I am the first and I am the last;  
 there is no God other than Me!”

Isaiah 48:12-13   “Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I 
called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the last. 13 My hand laid the 
foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; 
when I call to them, they stand forth together. (ESV)

(9.3) Jesus is revealed as the all-powerful Lamb! (5)

(9.4) Jesus is revealed as the Redemptive Judge. (1:7, 5:1ff, 
19:17ff)

(9.5) Jesus is revealed as the Savior of His people. (7:17)

(9.6) Jesus is revealed as truly worthy of worship. (5:13, 22:3)

(9.7) Jesus is revealed as the Promised Messiah, the Ruler of 
Creation. (3:7, 5:5, 17:14)
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Part 3: The Letters to the Churches

(10) Interpreting the Letters to the Seven Churches

(10.1) The Historical View: 

These are ONLY letters to the Seven Historical Churches written 
only for their time. 

 » Problems with this View: 
* There are other churches in Asia minor, why these 
seven? 
 
* The number seven is symbolic and representative 
of “perfection” – thus these churches are not picked 
randomly, but on purpose.

(10.2) The Figurative/Analogical/Allegorical View: 

These churches figuratively (allegorically) represent the Seven 
Ages of Church History.

The History of the Church in Seven Eras
Ephesus 
”beloved, desired”

AD 30-60 The Apostolic Church

Smyrna 
”myrrh, bitter”

AD 64-312 The Persecuted Church 

Pergamum 
”married”

AD 313-600 The Papal Church 

Thyatira 
”continual sacrifice”

AD 600-1500 The Imperial Church

Sardis 
”escaping ones”

AD 1517-1750 The Reformation Church

Philadelphia 
”brotherly love”

AD 1750-1950 The Missionary Church

Laodicea 
”people ruling”

AD 1950 > The Apostate Church .
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 » Problems with this View: 
 
*Nothing in context leads to a predictive interpretation of 
these messages. (What if our days are not the end?) 
 
*No common agreement on partitioning church history 
on the basis of these messages.

(10.3) The Typological/Representative View:

These are letters to Seven Historical Churches representing the 
“character” of different types of churches throughout the history of 
The Church.

In each era of church history, its seems that several of these 
types of churches are present. Thus, these seven specific congregations 
are chosen because they represent seven types of ever-present realities. 
As we read these letters then, the encouragements, the warnings, 
the call to repentance, and the promise of victory will all “ring true” 
not just for the seven churches of the first century but in any church 
that displays these characteristics in any period of history. 

“ The “seven churches” refer to seven historical churches in Asia, but 
the number “seven” could hardly have arisen by chance. This is the 
favorite number of the Apocalypse, which has been influenced by 
the OT predilection for the number. In the OT seven was used to 
denote “fullness,” that is, the time necessary for something to be done 
effectively, or a general designation of thoroughness or completeness 
… The idea of completeness originates from the creation account 
in Genesis 1, where six days of creation are followed by the 
consummate seventh day of God’s rest. 
 Therefore, against this background and in the light of the 
clear figurative uses of “seven” elsewhere in Revelation, the number 
here must also be figurative for “fullness”… But what kind of fullness 
is in mind? The number is an instance of synecdoche, a figure of 
speech in which the part is put for the whole: the seven historical 
churches are viewed as representative of all the churches in Asia 
Minor and probably, by extension, the church universal.… 
 That the “seven churches” represent the whole church, at 
least in Asia Minor, if not the world, is suggested further in that the 
letters addressed to particular churches in chapters 2–3 are also said 
at the conclusion of each letter to be addressed to all “the churches.” 
(Beale, 186-187) 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 37

 » Why THESE 7 Churches?

“ A map shows that Revelation addresses the seven churches in the 
very sequence that a messenger from John, arriving first in Ephesus 
near the sea, would travel to each of the cities listed, presumably 
along the main roads of Asia…” (Keener, 75)

“ The second century Muratoian canon observed that both St. 
Paul and St. John wrote letters to seven churches. Seven churches 
summarize all churches. Every church is located in a specific place; 
all churches exist under the conditions of geography, politics, and 
economics; each church is visible. At the same time, every church 
gets its identity from Christ and what he does; churches exist only in 
derivation to Christ; the church is invisible to all who unbelievingly 
close their eyes to the one “like the Son of Man.” Apart from Christ, 
shown to us in the vision [of chapter 1], we are nothing but a society 
of pious, or not so pious, souls. Also, while all churches get their 
identity from Christ, each congregational identity is partial: each 
church is defined by only a piece of the vision. No single church 
exhibits the wholeness of Christ. It is not possible to look at any one 
instance of the church and find an entire representation of Christ, 
although we very certainly can be led to that wholeness as we listen 
to what “the spirit says to the church” and respond in worship. 
(Peterson, 47)

(11) Setting the Context
At the time of Revelation, no other province in the Roman empire 
had more than one cult. However, as the following chart demon-
strates, Asia minor was on the “cutting edge,” as Friesen says, of 
emperor worship:

City Imperial Cult Imperial Altar Imperial Priest
Ephesus √ √ √
Smyrna √ √ √
Pergamum √ √ √
Thyatira √ √
Sardis √ √ √
Philadelphia √ √
Laodicea √
*This chart is taken from Ben Witherington, 24.
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Pergamum built a temple in 29 BC and Smyrna in 25 BC 
probably making Asia Minor the first area to institute the impe-
rial cult. The Imperial cult was the way the residents of the cities of 
the empire created community in the larger context of the Roman 
imperium. The cult became a way to exhibit faith in the power and 
provision of the empire. Thus the imperial cult became a type of 
religious and social “glue” that bound the cities and the provinces 
of the empire together under the pax romana (Roman Peace). The 
churches of Asia minor would have constantly faced pressure from 
this cultural force.

“ Part of Christ’s priestly role is to tend the lampstands. The OT 
priest would trim the lamps, remove the wick and old oil, refill the 
lamps with fresh oil, and relight those that had gone out. Likewise, 
Christ tends the ecclesial lampstands by commending, correcting, 
exhorting, and warning (see chs. 2–3) in order to secure the 
churches’ fitness for service as lightbearers in a dark world” (Beale,  
208–209)

(12) The Form of the Letters

Ephesus 
2:1-7

Smyrna 
2:8-11

Pergamum 
2:12-17

Thyatira 
2:18-29

Sardis 
3:1-6

Philadelphia 
3:7-13

Laodicea 
3:14-22

1. Introductory 
formula

1a 8a 12a 18a 1a 7a 14a

2. Identification 
 of Christ

1b 8b 12b 18b 1b 7b 14b

3. Praise 2-3 9 13 19 (4) 8 *

4. Rebuke 4 * 14-15 20-23 1c * 15-17

5. Call to repent 5–6 *(10) 16 24–25 2–3 (11) 18–19

6. “He who has  
an ear”

7a 11 17 29 6 13 22

7. Promise 7b 10-11 17 26-28 5 9-10, 12 20-21

(13) The Larger Structure of the Letters

“ … the condition of the churches is presented in the literary form of 
a chiasm: a b c c c b’ a’. The significance of this is that the Christian 
church as a whole is perceived as being in poor condition, since not 
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only are the healthy churches in a minority but the literary pattern 
points to this emphasis because the churches in the worst condition 
form the literary boundaries of the letters and the churches with 
serious problems form the very core of the presentation. This is 
highlighted as we recognize that at the center of the middle letter 
stands a general statement that “all the churches will know” that 
Christ is the omniscient judge of his unfaithful followers (2:23). This 
statement is conspicuous as the only thing said in the letters about 
all “churches” other than at the conclusion of each letter. (Beale,  
226–227.)

In danger of losing their identity… Ephesus
Proved themselves to be faithful… Smyrna

A mixture of 
faithfulness and 
compromise

Pergamum
Thyatira
Sardis

Proved themselves to be faithful… Philadelphia
In danger of losing their identity… Laodicea

2 Letters to the Seven Churches (2-3)

2.1 Jesus addresses Ephesus (2:1-7)

Revelation 2:1  “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the following: 

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a firm grasp 

on the seven stars in his right hand —the one who walks among the 

seven golden lampstands:  

 2:2 ‘I know your works as well as your labor and steadfast 

endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have even put to 

the test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but are not), and 

have discovered that they are false. 2:3 I am also aware that you have 

persisted steadfastly, endured much for the sake of my name, and 
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have not grown weary. 

 2:4 But I have this against you: You have departed from your 

first love!  

 2:5 Therefore, remember from what high state you have 

fallen and repent! Do the deeds you did at the first; if not, I will come 

to you and remove your lampstand from its place—that is, if you do 

not repent.  

 2:6 But you do have this going for you: You hate what the 

Nicolaitans practice —practices I also hate.  

 2:7 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will permit him to 

eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.’ 

• Context:

 » A commercial and religious center of the Empire with a 
population of 250,000

 » Named by Domitian to be the “guardian of the imperial 
cult.” 

 » Held the Temple of Artemis (Acts 19:23-40), one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient world. It was the largest 
building of that time and made completely from marble.

 » Was known for the practice of magic (Acts 19:13–19).

 » Held one of the largest Jewish communities in the area 
(Acts 19:8–9)

 » Only a few years before Revelation written, it hosted the 
Olympic Games in honor of Domitian. 
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Issues to Consider:

• Who or what is the “angel” of the church(es)? 
 
 

• “This is the solemn pronouncement…” 
“These things says the LORD Almighty…”  
 
The Greek of this statement parallels language in the Hebrew 
Prophets which introduces messages from the LORD. Beale 
makes the case that because of this these “letters” function more like 
prophetic statements.  

• False Apostles 
 
“In the early church “apostle” was used two ways: in a particular 
sense to describe the leaders chosen by God for the church (the 
Twelve, Paul, and a few others like Barnabas [Acts 14:14] or 
James [Gal. 1:19]), and in a general way to describe church “rep-
resentatives” who traveled from place to place with complete 
authority from the sending church (e.g., 2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25)” 
(Osborne, 114) 
 

• What is “departing from your first love”? 
 
“It is clear that the Ephesians loved truth more than they loved 
God or one another. This does not mean that they were not 
believers or that they had no love at all, for the commendations 
of verses 2–3 would be impossible in that case. Rather, their 
early love had grown cold and been replaced with a harsh zeal 
for orthodoxy. ( Osborne, 116) 
 

• Removing the Lampstand… 
 
“For as long as Jesus insists on calling sinners and not the 
righteous to repentance - and there is no indication as yet that 
he ahs changed his policy in this regard - churches are going 
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to be an embarrassment ot the fastidious and an affront to the 
upright. St. John sees them simply as lampstands: they are placs, 
locations, where the light of Christ is shown. They are not them-
selves the light. There is nothing particularly glamorous about 
churches, nor, on the other hand, is there anything particularly 
shameful about them. They simply are. (Peterson, 54)

• Who are the Nicolaitans?  
 
Paul had already warned the first generation of this church 
about the false teachers: (see Acts 20:28–32; 1 Timothy 1:3–11; 
4:1–8; 6:2–7, 20–21; 2 Timothy 3:1–17). 
 
“… their teaching, like that of Balaam, viewed with approval the 
eating of food sacrificed to idols and the practice of immoral-
ity — misconduct which (in verse 20), in connection with the 
church in Thyatira, is also associated with Jezebel. Thus this per-
missive teaching appears to have found its way into three of the 
seven churches of Asia, and there is a probability that the three 
designations, ‘Nicolaitans’, ‘Balaam’, and ‘Jezebel’, refer to the 
same cult, whose libertarianism was in conflict with the decrees 
of the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:29),” (Hughes, Revelation, 
p. 37). 
 
 
Idolatry > Ignorance > Immorality 

• “The one who has an ear had better hear…

In ThE BaCkgRound 08:  Isaiah and Jesus

Isaiah 6:9–10    And He [God] replied [to Isaiah]: 
Go! Say to these people: 
Keep listening, but do not understand; 
keep looking, but do not perceive.  
6:10  Dull the minds of these people; 
 deafen their ears and blind their eyes; 
  otherwise they might see with their eyes 
  and hear with their ears, 
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  understand with their minds, 
  turn back, and be healed.

Matthew 13:9–17   
 [Jesus said,] Anyone who has ears should listen!”  
 
 13:10 Then the disciples came up and asked Him, “Why do 
You speak to them [the crowds] in parables?”  
 13:11 He answered them, “Because the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven have been given for you to know, but it has not 
been given to them. 13:12 For whoever has, more will be given to 
him, and he will have more than enough. But whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from him.  
 13:13 For this reason I speak to them in parables, 
because looking they do not see, and hearing they do not listen or 
understand. 13:14 Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says: 
  You will listen and listen, 
 yet never understand; 
 and you will look and look, 
 yet never perceive.  
13:15  For this people’s heart has grown callous; 
 their ears are hard of hearing, 
 and they have shut their eyes; 
 otherwise they might see with their eyes 
 and hear with their ears, 
 understand with their hearts 
 and turn back— 
 and I would cure them. 
 13:16 “But your eyes are blessed because they do see, 
and your ears because they do hear! 13:17 For I assure you: Many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see the things you see yet 
didn’t see them; to hear the things you hear yet didn’t hear them.

• what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 
* It is important to notice that it has been Christ himself addressing 
the church, and now it is the Spirit addressing the churches. The voice 
of Christ IS the voice of the Spirit because, as Paul says, “The Lord is 
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The Spirit” (see 2 Corinthians 3:17 and also Philippians 1:19).  
 
 
“ The basic principle for applying these letters to ourselves and 
others today thus seems to be: If the shoe fits, wear it. To what-
ever degree our lives or churches reflect symptoms analogous 
to any of the churches the risen Lord addresses in these letters, 
we must take heed to “what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
(Keener, 109) 
 
“The gospel pulls us into community. One of the immediate 
changes that the gospel makes is grammatical: we instead of I; 
our instead of my; us instead of me.” (Peterson, 43)

• to the one who conquers… 
 
Revelation 12:11  And they have conquered him (the Devil) by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 
they loved not their lives even unto death. (ESV) 
 
 
“… the exhortation to overcome is either an encouragement to 
continue standing strong against compromise or to stop com-
promising. In this regard, νικάω (conquer) in 2:7 and 17 is prob-
ably an ironic play on words with Νικολαϊτῶν (“Nicolaitans”) 
in 2:6 and 15. Thus the exhortation is to be a true conqueror by 
overcoming the false conquerors who are attempting to defeat 
the Christians’ faith by leading them into compromise. Con-
quering spiritually by not compromising ironically entails being 
conquered in some material way by persecution, as the letter to 
Smyrna portrays. This usage may be linked to or a development 
of a Jewish exegetical tradition that used νικάω (conquer) of the 
Maccabean martyrs, who were said to have conquered because 
they maintained their faith in God’s law even though they were 
defeated from the earthly perspective through suffering and 
death; in this manner they “conquered the tyrant” who was per-
secuting them (4 Macc. 1:11; 6:10; 7:3; 9:6, 30; 11:20–21; 16:14; 
17:12–18). (Beale, 270)

• the Tree of Life in Paradise…

“ Perhaps the OT tree of life was chosen as emblematic of Christian 
reward because a tree image was long associated either with the 
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goddess Artemis or with Ephesus, where the great Artemis temple 
flourished. What paganism promised only Christianity as the 
fulfillment of OT hopes could deliver.” (Beale, 236)

2.2 Jesus addresses Smyrna (2:8-11)

Revelation 2:8   To the angel of the church in Smyrna write the 

following: “This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the 

first and the last, the one who was dead, but came to life:  

 2:9 ‘I know the distress you are suffering and your poverty 

(but you are rich). I also know the slander against you by those 

who call themselves Jews and really are not, but are a synagogue of 

Satan. 2:10 Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. The 

devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison so you may 

be tested, and you will experience suffering [thlipsis] for ten days. 

Remain faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the 

crown that is life itself.  

 2:11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will in no way be 

harmed by the second death.’

• Context:

 » Like Ephesus, Smyrna was a very prosperous city, second 
only to Ephesus as an “imperial city.”

 » It had a very large Jewish population which would have 
been an added pressure for Christians living in the city.
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 » The Guild system, in operation here and in the other 
cities, would have also caused problems for Christians 
because of its pagan requirements.

Issues to Consider:

• The Synagogue of Satan 
 
John 8:43–47 [Jesus addressing the Jews who were 
opposed to Him] Why don’t you understand what I say? 
Because you cannot listen to My word. 8:44 You are of your 
father the Devil, and you want to carry out your father’s 
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and has not 
stood in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and 
the father of liars. 8:45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe Me. 8:46 Who among you can convict Me of sin? If I tell 
the truth, why don’t you believe Me? 8:47 The one who is from 
God listens to God’s words. This is why you don’t listen, because 
you are not from God.” 
 
Romans 2:28–29  For a person is not a Jew who is one out-
wardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in 
the flesh. 2:29 On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not 
the letter. That man’s praise is not from men but from God. 
 
“… that oppressive Jews are called a “synagogue of Satan” is par-
alleled in Qumran, where apostate Jews are called “a congrega-
tion of Belial” in contrast to true Jews in the Qumran commu-
nity who have “leaned on your covenant” (1QH 2.22); similarly 
1QH 7.34 contrasts the elect with “the assembly of hypocrites” 
(cf. CD 11.7–9). (Beale, 241)

• Prison, testing, Faithfulness, Death 
 
At this time, prison was a precursor to sentencing and possibly 
death. Here, as in other places, the Lord uses the work of the 
Devil to TEST His people, perfecting their righteousness.  
 
“The account of the martyrdom of Polycarp, bishop of the 
church at Smyrna in the mid-second century, gives us a glimpse 
of the kind of threats that may have challenged the faith of that 
church in earlier years. He was told by the Roman governor that 
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he would be executed if he did not give a public, token acknowl-
edgment to Caesar as Lord. He died for his faith. Some have 
suggested that Polycarp himself may have been one of the read-
ers of this letter, since he became bishop of Smyrna in A.D. 115, 
and that he was particularly encouraged by its message before 
his death. (Beale, 243)

• Ten Days of suffering… 
 
In Daniel 12:1-15, Daniel and his three friends are “tested” for 
ten days by not eating the Kings food but only vegetables. In 
Judaism and early Christianity, Daniel and the three friends 
were often held up as models of the faithful who did not suc-
cumb to the temptation to compromise their faithfulness.  
 
Concerning the word thlipsis as suffering or persecution see the 
earlier note on the word Tribulation/Persecution at 1:10

• The Crown (stephanos) that is life 

• Will not be harmed by the Second Death 
 
Here, Jesus is using a figure of speech called litotes which is a 
way of making a positive affirmation by negating the opposite. 
The presence of litotes is often signaled by obvious understate-
ment. He also uses this figure in 3:5 when Jesus says He will 
“never blot his (the faithful) name from the Book of Life.” 
 
In Rabbinic teaching, ‘second death’ is a term for the death of 
the wicked in the next world (Targum Jerusalem on Deuteron-
omy 33:6 and also the Targumim on Jeremiah 51:39, 57, Isaiah 
52:14, 65:6).  
 
In Revelation, this Second Death is identified with the Lake 
of Fire – the place of eternal abandonment and punishment 
of those unworthy of eternal life (See Revelation 20:6, 13-14; 
21:8).  
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2.3 Jesus addresses Pergamum (2:12-17)

Revelation 2:12  “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write the 

following: “This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has 

the sharp double-edged sword:  

 2:13 ‘I know where you reside, where Satan’s throne is. Yet 

you continue to cling to my name and you have not denied your faith 

in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was killed 

in your city where Satan lives.  

 2:14 But I have a few things against you: You have some 

people there who follow the teaching of Balaam, who instructed 

Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of Israel so they 

would eat food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual immorality. 

2:15 In the same way, there are also some among you who follow the 

teaching of the Nicolaitans.  

 2:16 Therefore, repent! If not, I will come against you quickly 

and make war against those people with the sword of my mouth.  

 2:17 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will give him some 

of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and on that 

stone will be written a new name that no one can understand except 

the one who receives it.’

• Context:

 » Pergamum is the capital of the region.

 » It had an acropolis with temples dedicated to various 
gods. At the top of the acropolis sat a huge altar to 
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Zeus, “the savior.” This altar also had images of snakes 
surrounding it. 

 » It also had the famous temple of the god Asklepios, the 
god of healing and also “savior,” symbolized by a serpent 
wrapped around a pole.  

Issues to Consider:

• Satan’s Throne 
 
“… Pergamum was also a center of pagan cults of various deities. 
For example, the cult of Asclepius, the serpent god of healing, 
was prominent in Pergamum; the serpent symbol of Asclepius 
also became one of the emblems of the city and may have facil-
itated John’s reference to “the throne of Satan” (cf. 12:9; 20:2!). 
Zeus, Athene, Demeter, and Dionysus were also gods receiving 
significant cultic attention. The reference to “Satan’s throne” 
may also have been brought to mind because of the conical hill 
behind Pergamum which was the site of many temples, promi-
nent among which was the throne-like altar of Zeus, which itself 
would have been sufficient to arouse the thought of the devil’s 
throne. 13:2 says that Satan gave the “beast” “his throne and 
great authority” (cf. 16:10); thus Satan works through the 
ungodly, earthly political power in Pergamum to persecute 
God’s people (see on 13:1ff.). (Beale, 246) 

• Antipas, My faithful witness… 

• The Teaching of Balaam and Nicolaitans 
(See Numbers 25:1ff. and 31:16) 
 
Idolatry > Ignorance > Immorality 
 
“The two teachings are identified further by the similarity of the 
etymology of their names: νικᾷ λαόν [nika laon] means “he over-
comes the people,” and in rabbinic literature “Balaam” (bil‘ām) 
was etymologized to bl’ ’m or blh ’m, “he who consumes the 
people” (e.g., b. Sanhedrin 105a), or it could be construed as 
“rule over the people” (b’l’m). Actual participation in idolatrous 
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situations was the problem in Pergamum, and this problem 
needed to be rectified immediately. (Beale, 251)

• I will make War…

• The Hidden Manna 
 * a contrast to the food sacrificed to idols. 

• The White Stone 

2.4 Jesus addresses Thyatira (2:18-29)

Revelation 2:18  “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write the 

following: “This is the solemn pronouncement of the Son of God, 

the one who has eyes like a fiery flame and whose feet are like 

polished bronze:  

 2:19 ‘I know your deeds: your love, faith, service, and 

steadfast endurance. In fact, your more recent deeds are greater than 

your earlier ones.  

 2:20 But I have this against you: You tolerate that woman 

Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and by her teaching deceives 

my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed 

to idols. 2:21 I have given her time to repent, but she is not willing to 

repent of her sexual immorality.  

 2:22 Look! I am throwing her onto a bed of violent illness, 

and those who commit adultery with her into terrible suffering, 

unless they repent of her deeds. 2:23 Furthermore, I will strike her 

followers (children) with a deadly disease, and then all the churches 

will know that I am the one who searches minds (lit. kidneys) and 
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hearts. I will repay each one of you what your deeds deserve.  

 2:24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold 

to this teaching (who have not learned the so-called “deep secrets of 

Satan”), to you I say: I do not put any additional burden on you. 2:25 

However, hold on to what you have until I come.  

 2:26 And to the one who conquers and who continues in my 

deeds until the end, I will give him authority over the nations:  

2:27 He will rule (lit. shepherd) them with an iron rod  

 and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,  

2:28 just as I have received the right to rule from my Father,  

 and I will give him the morning star.  

2:29 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’

• Context:

 » This is the least impressive and important of the seven 
cities, but it was filled with trade guilds which would 
have placed heavy pressure on Christians. The Bronze 
workers guild was one of the major guilds in Thyatira.

 » The divine guardian of the city was Tyrimnos (linked 
with the Greek sun-god Apollo) who was also the patron 
of the guilds, worshiped in the city festivities. The worship 
of Apollo-Tyrimnos was merged with the worship of the 
Emperor and both were honored as “sons of Zeus” the 
father of the gods.

 » Lydia in Acts 16:14 was from Thyatira; she was a “seller of 
purple goods.” 

Issues to Consider:
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In ThE BaCkgRound 09: Son of God > Allusion to Psalm 2 
* This letters begins with and allusion to Psalm 2 and at the end, 
quotes the Psalm directly. 

Psalms 2:1-12  
1 Why are the nations in an uproar  
 And the peoples devising a vain thing?  
2 The kings of the earth take their stand  
 And the rulers take counsel together  
 Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  
3 “Let us tear their fetters apart  
 And cast away their cords from us!”  
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs,  
 The Lord scoffs at them.  
5 Then He will speak to them in His anger  
 And terrify them in His fury, saying,  
6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion,  
 My holy mountain.”  
7 “I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD:  
 He said to Me, ‘You are My Son,  
 Today I have begotten You.  
8 ‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, 
  And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  
9 ‘You shall break them with a rod of iron,  
 You shall shatter them like earthenware.’”  
10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment;  
 Take warning, O judges of the earth.  
11 Worship the LORD with reverence  
 And rejoice with trembling.  
12 Do homage to the Son,  
 that He not become angry, and you perish in the way,  
 For His wrath may soon be kindled.  
How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! (NASB)

“ This is the only place in this book where the “Son of God” title is 
used (although the unique filial relationship between the Father and 
the Son is stressed in 1:6; 2:27; 3:5; etc.), and the reason most likely 
lies in the centrality of Apollo, son of Zeus, in Thyatira. It is Jesus, 
not Apollo, who is the true Son of God (this also accounts for the 
quotation of Ps. 2:9 in Rev. 2:27). A frequent title in the Gospel of 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 53

John (1:34; 3:18; 5:25; etc.), it connotes majesty and divinity and is 
an important message to this weak church to center on the true “Son 
of God.” (Osborne, 153)

• The fiery eyes 
 
The fiery eyes of Christ represent His ability to penetrate right 
to the heart with divine insight. Fire is also one of the symbols of 
God’s holiness. The presence of holiness in the context of Jesus’ 
divine sight draws to mind the sobering words of Hebrews: 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active 
and sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing even to the 
point of dividing soul from spirit, and joints from marrow; it 
is able to judge the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13 And 
no creature is hidden from God, but everything is naked and 
exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must render an account. 
 
Just as the vision of God in Isaiah 6, so here the fire of God’s 
holiness should bring an unsettling awareness of His glory, 
purity and greatness. This then pushes us to the realization of 
our absolute dependence on Him for purifying.

• The Feet of Bronze…

• “I know your deeds…” 
 

• The Prophetess Jezebel 
(See 1 Kings 16:29ff; 2 Kings 9:30ff.) 
 
This New Testament “Jezebel” is a false teacher who entices the 
assembly to compromise its virtue in order to be friends with 
the World. 

• “… a bed of violent illness…” (Redemptive Affliction) 
“bed” is used as a metaphor for serious illness in the OT: SeeEx-
odus 21:18; Psalms 6:6; 41:3.
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• “and terrible suffering” > thlipsis megalaen {great tribulation}

• “I am the one who searches minds (kidneys) and hearts… 
 
Jeremiah 17:10 
I, Yahweh, examine the mind (kidneys), 
I test the heart  
to give to each according to his way, 
according to what his actions deserve. (HCSB)

• “I will repay each one of you what your deeds deserve.” 
 
“This is the Roman (and OT) legal principle of lex talionis (law 
of retribution), which means that each person receives judg-
ment on the basis of what each has done. It is at the heart of this 
book. This is also a critical biblical theme, beginning with the 
OT (Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12; Hos. 12:2) and reiterated by Christ 
(Matt. 16:27), Paul (Rom. 2:6; 14:12; 2 Cor. 11:15; 2 Tim. 4:14), 
and Peter (1 Pet. 1:17). In the Apocalypse this theme appears 
in 2:23; 14:13; 18:6; 20:12, 13; 22:12. It is perhaps stated best 
in 1 Pet. 1:17: we have a Father who does not play favorites but 
judges each one by his or her works.” (Osborne, 161–162) 
 

• The “deep secrets/things of Satan” 
 
“There are two options: (1) It might be a sarcastic comment 
on Jezebel’s claim to “know the deep things of God” (cf. 1 Cor. 
2:10): they are actually “the deep things of Satan” (so Prigent, 
Hemer, Ford, P. Hughes, Roloff, Beale). Her prophetic utter-
ances come not from God but Satan. (2) It could be meant 
literally (so Beckwith, Farrer, Morris, Johnson, Chilton, Kro-
del, Talbert). On the basis perhaps of protognostic principles, 
Jezebel may have taught that Christians should experience “the 
deep things of Satan” in order to triumph over them.” (Osborne, 
162) 
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• “the one who conquers…” 
*See notes at 2:7 

• Authority over the Nations—Ruling together with Christ 
 
 
1 Corinthians 6:1–3 
When any of you has a legal dispute with another, does he dare 
go to court before the unrighteous rather than before the saints? 
6:2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 
And if the world is to be judged by you, are you not competent 
to settle trivial suits? 6:3 Do you not know that we will judge 
angels? Why not ordinary matters!  
 
 
Revelation 5:9–10   
5:9 They (the 24 elders around the throne) 
 were singing a new song: 
 “You are worthy to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals 
 because you were killed, 
 and at the cost of your own blood  
 you have purchased for God 
 persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.  
5:10 You have appointed them as a kingdom  
  and priests to serve our God,  
  and they will reign on the earth.” 

• “He will shepherd them…” 
* here John’s quotation is in line with the LXX which has “shep-
herd” whereas the Hebrew Text has “smite” - both options are 
possible with different vocalizations of the same Hebrew word 
here.  
 

• The Morning Star? 
This is most likely a multi-faceted reference to Christ and His 
Messianic Rule “dawning” on the nations.  
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Christ identifies Himself as the Morning Star later: 
 
Revelation 22:16 
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things 
for the churches.  
I am the root and the descendant of David,  
 the bright morning star!” 
 
This may also reference Balaam’s prophecy in Numbers 24:

In ThE BaCkgRound 10: Numbers 24

Numbers 24:17   
“I see him, but not now;  
I behold him, but not near;  
A star shall come forth from Jacob,  
A scepter shall rise from Israel,  
And shall crush through the forehead of Moab,  
And tear down all the sons of Sheth…

“ The combination of Ps. 2:7–8 and Num. 24:17 follows the same 
pattern as 2 Pet. 1:17–19, where the Numbers allusion… also 
follows a reference to Ps. 2:6–7. Here …(“morning”) may highlight 
the inaugurated aspect of this messianic reign, which has been set in 
motion by Jesus’ death and resurrection (cf. 22:16).   
(Beale,  268–269)

“ This idea [that the Morning Star is symbolic of the “dawning of the 
Messianic Kingdom”] is enhanced from the fact that the “morning 
star” (Venus) was a symbol of sovereignty in the ancient world and 
especially in Rome. Roman emperors claimed to be descended from 
the goddess Venus, Roman generals built temples dedicated to the 
star, and it was a sign carried on the standards of the Roman legions. 
If this is also part of the thought, then the allusion to Numbers has 
been called forth in order to emphasize that Christ is the true world 
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sovereign in contrast to the claims of evil world empires like Rome.” 
(Beale, 269)

2.5 Jesus addresses Sardis (3:1-6)

Revelation 3:1   “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the 

following:  “This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who holds 

the seven spirits of God and the seven stars:  

 ‘I know your deeds, that you have a reputation that you are 

alive, but in reality you are dead. 3:2 Wake up then, and strengthen 

what remains that was about to die, because I have not found your 

deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3:3 Therefore, remember 

what you received and heard, and obey it, and repent. If you do not 

wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will never know at what 

hour I will come against you.  

 3:4 But you have a few individuals in Sardis who have not 

soiled their clothes, and they will walk with me dressed in white, 

because they are worthy. 3:5 The one who conquers will be dressed 

like them in white clothing, and I will never erase his name from the 

book of life, but will declare his name before my Father and before 

his angels.  

3:6 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.’

• Context:

 » “The town was living basically on past historical prestige, 
having been the location where the famous King Croesus 
had lived.” (Witherington, 105)
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 » Herodotus reveals that although Sardis had never been 
conquered through normal warfare, twice is had been 
captured because the defenders of the city failed to be 
vigilant on their watch!!! (Herodotus 147.91)

 » City was destroyed (along with Philadelphia) by an 
earthquake in AD 17 and was still indebted to Rome for 
the rebuilding.

 » The city produced fine clothing products and dyed 
garments, even claiming to have invented many of these 
processes. 

Issues to Consider:

• The Seven Spirits of God and Seven Stars 

• A Reputation: Alive, but Dead - The Sleeping Church 
 
“Just outside their city was a famous necropolis, or cemetery, 
with the graves of long-dead kings. The assembly at Sardis repre-
sented that cemetery more than a living church. If they wanted 
to live, they had to turn from their false deeds to the life-giving 
Spirit.” (Osborne, 174) 
 
 
*G.B. Caird calls Sardis “the perfect model of inoffensive Chris-
tianity” (A Commentary on the Revelation, 48). 

• Deeds not complete… 

• Coming “like a thief in the night.” 
(See Luke 12:39-40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-8; 2 Peter 3:10) 

• The white, unsoiled garments 
 
In Revelation 7:14 we see “…the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They washed their robes and made them white by 
the blood of the Lamb.”  
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“…behind the image of receiving “white robes” in 3:4b–5a, as 
well as elsewhere throughout Revelation, stands the idea of a 
purity that has resulted from the fidelity of the faithful being 
tested by a refining fire.” (Beale, 277) 

• Never erasing the Name from The Book of Life 
 
In the OT, the Book of Life refers to the book of “earthly life” 
(see Exodus 32:32; Psalm 69:28; Isaiah 4:3). Here, however, this 
is probably a reference to the Book of Eternal Life - the Lamb’s Book 
of Life referred to in 21:27: 
 
Revelation 21:27 …but nothing ritually unclean will ever 
enter into it (The New Jerusalem), nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or practices falsehood, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 
This book is also referred to in 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27 
 
* Why state this “positive promise” as a negative? 
 
Here, as in 2:11, Jesus is using a figure of speech called litotes 
which is a way of making a positive affirmation by negating the 
opposite.  
 
“Another reason this should not be understood as referring to 
a possible loss of authentic salvation is that in John’s scheme 
throughout the names of those who ultimately prove themselves 
unbelievers are never at any point associated positively with the 
“book of life,” but only the “books” of judgment (though their 
names are, of course, mentioned as “not having been written in 
the book of life” [13:8; 17:8]). Therefore, in the writer’s thinking 
it would be impossible to conceive of them being erased from 
the “book of life,” since their names were never written there in 
the first place (as 13:8 and 17:8 clearly show).” (Beale, 280) 
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In ThE BaCkgRound 11:  Daniel 12

Daniel 12:1–3   
“At that time Michael, the great prince who watches over your 
people, will arise. 
 There will be a time of distress unlike any other from the 
nation’s beginning  up to that time. But at that time your own people, 
all those whose names are found written in the book, will escape. 
12:2 Many of those who sleep in the dusty ground will awake–some 
to everlasting life,  and others to shame and everlasting abhorrence.  
 12:3 But the wise will shine like the brightness of the 
heavenly expanse. And those bringing many to righteousness will be 
like the stars forever and ever.

• “…will declare his name…” 
 
Matthew 10:31–33  [Jesus said,] “Therefore, everyone who 
will acknowledge Me before men, I will also acknowledge him 
before My Father in heaven. 10:33 But whoever denies Me 
before men, I will also deny him before My Father in heaven. 
 
Mark 8:38  For whoever is ashamed of Me and of My words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also 
be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels.” 
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2.6 Jesus addresses Philadelphia (3:7-13)

Revelation 3:7   “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the 

following: “This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the 

True One, who holds the key of David, who opens doors no one can 

shut, and shuts doors no one can open:  

 3:8 ‘I know your deeds. (Look! I have put in front of you an 

open door that no one can shut.) I know that you have little strength, 

but you have obeyed [kept] my word and have not denied my name. 

3:9 Listen! I am going to make those people from the synagogue of 

Satan—who say they are Jews yet are not, but are lying—Look, I will 

make them come and bow down at your feet and acknowledge that I 

have loved you.  

 3:10 Because you have kept my admonition to endure 

steadfastly, I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is about 

to come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 3:11 

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no one can take 

away your crown.  

 3:12 The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple 

of my God, and he will never depart from it. I will write on him the 

name of my God and the name of the city of my God (the New 

Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven from my God), and my 

new name as well.  

3:13 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’ 
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• Context:

 » The city was also destroyed by the earthquake of A.D. 
17 but the lingering effects were more devastating that 
in Smyrna. Many of the buildings remained cracked and 
unstable for years afterward. 

 » The city’s name was changed to NeoCeasarea for a short 
time after the earthquake to honor the Emperor who 
excepted the them from paying tributes for five years so 
they could rebuild. In the 80’s Flavia was added to the 
name in honor of the Imperial dynasty’s name.  

 » This city had so many temples it was referred to as “Little 
Athens.”

 » In its prime, this city was a “missionary city” of the 
Empire, extending Greco-Roman culture to the annexed 
provinces of Lydia and Phrygia

 » Being in the center of a vineyard district, Dionysus/
Bacchus was the city’s favored god. 

 » The city also had one of the largest and most significant 
Jewish communities of the area.  
 

Issues to Consider:

• The Holy One, The True One…  

• The Keys of David 

In ThE BaCkgRound 12:  Isaiah 22:22 
Isaiah 22:22 contains an oracle against Shebna, Hezekiah’s failed 
steward who is replaced by Eliakim (whose name means “God estab-
lishes”): “I will place the key to the house of David on his shoulder. 
When he opens the door, no one can close it; when he closes the 
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door, no one can open it.” 
 
In the context, Eliakim would serve a kind of “Secretary of State,” 
administering the Kingdom of Judah. Given the mention of a 
“synagogue of Satan” in this letter, the emphasis on Jesus as the 
Holy and True heir to David’s house establishes the fact that His 
Kingdom is the One, True Kingdom contrary to the beliefs of the 
Jews who had rejected Him as their Messiah.

“…the Targumic paraphrase of Isa. 22:22 rendered the quotation 
even more appropriately to the situation of the church: “I will 
place the key of the sanctuary and the authority of the house of 
David in his hand.” Ethnic Israel, which was claiming to be the 
divine agent wielding the power of salvation and judgment, 
no longer held this position. Christ’s followers could be assured 
that the doors to the true synagogue were open to them, whereas 
the doors remained closed to those who rejected Christ.  
(Beale, 284)

• I know your deeds… that you have little strength… 
 
This “little strength” probably refers to the reality that this 
church was small in number and was insignificant in the context 
of the other more “powerful” Roman and Jewish people groups 
in the city.  In spite of heavy pressure, they have remained 
faithful.  

• The Open Door  
 
? Opportunity for ministry, particularly missionary work (See 1 
Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3) 
 
? A doorway into the Eternal City 
 
It is known that Christians were excluded from participating in 
the Synagogues of this time. Therefore, the mention of “open 
doors” highlights the fact that Jesus holds open the only “door” 
that matters and it is He who will make the final exclusions from 
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His Eternal Kingdom. 
 
“…the most common view today… is to see this as the “door” to 
the kingdom. While the church has been excommunicated from 
the synagogue, Christ has the “keys” to the kingdom. He has 
opened the “door,” and “no one could shut it.” This is certainly 
more in keeping with 3:7.” (Osborne, 188–189) 
 

• The Synagogue of Satan, the Jews who are lying… 
 
*See notes on “Synagogue of Satan” at 2:9 
 
 
 
“Philadelphia and Smyrna are the only two churches with no 
rebuke, and it is interesting that both were under severe threat 
from a powerful Jewish presence in the city. Therefore, the 
names of Christ chosen here reflect that situation and reassure 
the beleaguered Philadelphia Christians that the Messiah is 
indeed on their side, not on the side of the “synagogue of Satan” 
(3:9).” (Osborne, 186.) 

• “I will make them come and bow down…”

In ThE BaCkgRound 13: Isaiah 60:14

“ The passage alludes to Isa. 60:14, “The sons of your oppressors will 
come bowing before you; all who despise you will bow down at your 
feet” (cf. also Isa. 2:3; 14:2; 45:14; 49:23; Ezek. 36:23; Zech. 8:20–
23). The OT taught that the Gentiles would be forced to pay homage 
to the Jews at the eschaton, and now this promise is turned on its 
head: Jewish oppressors would be forced to pay homage to Gentile 
believers. Christ is promising these persecuted Christians that they 
would be vindicated by God, and this is a theme that will appear 
again and again in the book (6:9–11; 16:6; 18:20; 19:2). The telling 
point in favor of this interpretation is that they (the Jews) will bow “at 
your…feet” and not “at my…feet.” This is submission, not worship, 
and parallels 2:26–27, where the faithful saints are promised that 
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they will participate in the judgment of their (and God’s) enemies.” 
(Osborne, 191) 
 
*Here, I would clarify Osborne’s statement in the sense that these “False 
Jews” would eventually bow before believers/Christ’s people who are 
both Jew and Gentile. 

• Being kept from the hour of testing… 
 
? deliverance from or deliverance through… 
 
 
 
 
 

• The hour of testing  
 
Most commentators agree that this “hour of testing” is refer-
ring in some way to final terrible events that include the “Great 
Tribulation/Persecution” spoken of by Jesus that takes place 
after the rise of the Beast (see Matthew 24:15-22), as well as the 
judgments of the Trumpets and Bowls described in this book.  
 
“The testing is probably an intensification at some point in the 
future of the end-time “tribulation,” which has already been set 
in motion (so θλίψις [thlipsis]in 1:9; 2:9). This imminent test 
may be identified with the imminent tribulation referred to 
elsewhere in the letters (cf. θλίψις [“tribulation”] also in 2:10, 
22). (Beale, 290) 
 
* Denoting an “hour” in Revelation is a common theme: 
 
Revelation 3:3  Therefore, remember what you received and 
heard, and obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will come 
like a thief, and you will never know at what hour I will come 
against you.  
 
Revelation 3:10  Because you have kept my admonition to 
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endure steadfastly, I will also keep you from the hour of testing 
that is about to come on the whole world to test those who live 
on the earth.  
 
Revelation 9:15  Then the four angels who had been prepared 
for this hour, day, month, and year were set free to kill a third of 
humanity.  
 
Revelation 11:13  Just then [lit. “at that hour”] a major earth-
quake took place and a tenth of the city collapsed; seven thou-
sand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were 
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  
 
Revelation 14:7 He [an angel] declared in a loud voice: “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has 
arrived, and worship the one who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and the springs of water!”  
 
Revelation 14:15 Then another angel came out of the temple, 
shouting in a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud, “Use 
your sickle and start to reap, because the time [the hour] to reap 
has come, since the earth’s harvest is ripe!”  
 
Revelation 17:12 The ten horns that you saw are ten kings who 
have not yet received a kingdom, but will receive ruling author-
ity as kings with the beast for one hour.  
 
Revelation 18:10 They will stand a long way off because they 
are afraid of her torment, and will say, “Woe, woe, O great city, 
Babylon the powerful city! For in a single hour your doom has 
come!”  
 
Revelation 18:17  …because in a single hour such great wealth 
has been destroyed!” And every ship’s captain, and all who sail 
along the coast–seamen, and all who make their living from 
the sea, stood a long way off 18:19 And they threw dust on their 
heads and were shouting with weeping and mourning, “Woe, 
Woe, O great city– in which all those who had ships on the sea 
got rich from her wealth– because in a single hour she has been 
destroyed!” 
 
 
!! from these references it seems to me that the use of the term “hour” 
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connotes the specific timing of the fulfillment of the Lord God’s 
plans, particularly the coming of His judgment.

• coming on the whole world… 
 
*The phrase “the whole world” is used 2 more times in Revelation 
in 12:9 and 16:4 and in both cases refers to the World under the 
deception of Satanic forces.  
 
“The term “earth-dwellers” (cf. 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8, 
12, 14; 17:2, 8) is important in the book and always refers to the 
unbelievers, the enemies of God who not only worship and fol-
low the beast but also persecute the believers. They are the same 
group referred to by “the whole world” above.”  (Osborne, 193)

• Hold on to what you have.... (Endure, Persevere) 
 
 

• A Pillar in the Temple… 
 
“The permanent establishment of the overcomer as a pillar in 
the temple may also continue the imagery of Isa. 22:22ff., where 
Eliakim’s relatives achieve glory by “hanging on him as a peg 
firmly attached to a wall.” Some Greek OT witnesses even refer 
to Eliakim as being set up as a “pillar” in Isa. 22:23 (Vaticanus, 
Origen, and Q read στηλω, “I will set up as a pillar” or “I will 
inscribe on a pillar”).231 In contrast to Eliakim’s dependents, 
who eventually lost their glory and position in the palace when 
he was finally removed (cf. Isa. 22:23–25), the followers of Jesus 
will never be removed from their position in the temple/palace 
because Jesus, the “true” Messiah, will never lose his regal posi-
tion in the presence of his Father …. (Beale, 295) 
 
 
 
“In Gal. 2:9 the leading apostles are called “pillars,” and in 1 
Tim. 3:15 the church is “a pillar and foundation of the truth.” 
The idea there and here is stability and permanence. As Hemer 
(1986: 166) points out, the stress is on that which stands firm 
(Jer. 1:18) rather than that which supports (Isa. 22:23). We 
must remember that both the city (due to earthquakes and 
economic disasters) and the church (due to persecution) 
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had never felt security or permanence, so this promise must 
have been most welcome.  
(Osborne, 196)

In ThE BaCkgRound 14:  Solomon’s Pillars
It is interesting to note that in 1 Kings 7:21 and 2 Chronicles 3:15–
17 Solomon placed two pillars in the Temple and gave them the 
names Jachin (“he establishes”) and Boaz (“in him is strength”)

• The Name of My God and of THE City and My Name… 
  
 
> The Name of My God - signifying “Sonship” 
 
 
 
>The Name of the City - signifying Citizenship in the New Jeru-
salem 
 
*We will discuss the importance of the New Jerusalem later. It is 
interesting to note that in two other references in the NT (Galatians 
4:26 and Hebrews 12:22), the New Jerusalem is as the “true, heav-
enly Jerusalem” which is contrasted to the “earthly Jerusalem” that is 
still in rebellion against the Lord. An image that is very appropriate 
to this letter.  
 
 
 
>The New Name of Jesus -  signifying Complete Salvation 
 
“Most likely this is a name hidden until the eschaton. The most 
amazing thing is not the meaning of the “new name” but the 
fact that we will share it.” (Osborne, 199)

“ Every small church in a difficult area of ministry will find this letter 
encouraging. Every Christian uncertain about his or her gifts and 
place in the church as a whole will be comforted. The basic message 
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is profound: God is more interested in faithfulness than success. 
(Osborne, 199)

2.7 Jesus addresses Laodicea (3:14-22)

Revelation 3:14  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the 

following: “This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness, the originator of God’s creation:  

 3:15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish you were either cold or hot! 3:16 So because you are lukewarm, 

and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of my mouth! 

3:17 Because you say, “I am rich and have acquired great wealth, and 

need nothing,” but do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 

blind, and naked, 3:18 take my advice and buy gold from me refined 

by fire so you can become rich! Buy from me white clothing so you 

can be clothed and your shameful nakedness will not be exposed, 

and buy eye salve to put on your eyes so you can see!  

 3:19 All those I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest 

and repent!  

 3:20 Listen! I am standing at the door and knocking! If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door I will come into his home 

and share a meal with him, and he with me. 3:21 I will grant the one 

who conquers permission to sit with me on my throne, just as I too 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.  

3:22 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’”

• Context:
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 » “Philadelphia and Laodicea were situated on the only 
two routes into Phrygia (the eastern province) from 
the west. This confluence of major trade routes made 
Laodicea critical for trade and communications in the 
province. The city itself lay on a southern plateau about a 
half-mile square and a few hundred feet above the plain 
in the fertile Lycus Valley. It sat between two streams, 
the Asopus and the Capsus. The Lycus Valley was at the 
crossroads between Lydia, Phrygia, and Caria, so the 
region was politically important as well. Laodicea was 
the more important member of a tri-city formation with 
Hierapolis six miles north and Colosse ten miles east; all 
three cities were part of Phrygia.” (Osborne, 201)

 » Strabo (12.8.20) says that this town was well known 
for its banks; it was also known as the wealthiest city in 
Phrygia. 
 
“The most striking indication of the city’s wealth is that 
following the devastating earthquake of AD 60 the city was 
rebuilt without financial aid from Rome. Tacitus wrote, 
“Laodicea arose from the ruins by the strength of her 
own resources, and with no help from us” (Ann. xiv.27).” 
(Mounce, 123)

 » The city was also well known for its medical school that 
was connected to the temple of Men Carou (“god of the 
valley,” the god of healing). Laodicea was known for two 
medicinal ointments: one from spice nard for the ears, the 
other an eye-salve made from Phrygian powder and oil. 

 » The major problem at Laodicea was water supply; it had 
to be ported in from nearby Denizli.

 » “It is likely that the three sister churches (Laodicea, 
Hierapolis, Colosse) were established at the same time 
by Epaphras, who founded the Colossian church (Col. 
1:7) as well as evangelized Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col. 
4:13) during Paul’s three-year ministry in Ephesus (Acts 
19). Paul had not visited these churches at the time of 
his first imprisonment (Col. 2:1), though he may have 
done so subsequently (Philem. 22). Many believe that 
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the “epistle to Laodicea” (Col. 4:16) may have been 
Ephesians, which we know to have been a circular letter.” 
(Osborne, 202).  

Issues to Consider:

• The “Amen, the faithful and true witness”

In ThE BaCkgRound 15:  Isaiah 65

Isaiah 65:16 -17  
So that he who blesses himself in the land  
 shall bless himself by the God of truth, 
 and he who takes an oath in the land 
 shall swear by the God of truth; 
 because the former troubles are forgotten 
 and are hidden from my eyes.  
65:17  “For behold, I create new heavens 
  and a new earth, 
  and the former things shall not be remembered 
  or come into mind. (ESV)

“Fekkes (1994: 139) draws three conclusions from the Isaianic 
background: (1) this is another example of an OT divine title 
transferred to Jesus; (2) as linked to “faithful and true witness,” 
this emphasizes “the authenticity of Christ’s character and testi-
mony”; (3) this could be another authenticity formula building 
on Jesus’ own use of AMEN to introduce his solemn decla-
rations. In short, Jesus alone can be trusted to keep his word, 
unlike the Laodiceans. (Osborne, 204) 
 

• “the Originator of God’s creation…” 
 
This description may be alluding to Paul’s letter to the Colos-
sians which was to be sent to the Laodicean assemblies as well 
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(Colossians 4:16). In Colossians 1 and 2 the preexistence and 
preeminence of Christ is expounded in some of the most glori-
ous writing of the New Testament:

Colossians 1:15-18  
He is the image of the invisible God,  
the firstborn over all creation,  
16 for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him  
- all things, whether visible or invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions,  
whether principalities or powers -  
all things were created through him and for him.  
17 He himself is before all things  
and all things are held together in him.  
18 He is the head of the body, the church,  
as well as the beginning,  
the firstborn from among the dead,  
so that he himself may become first in all things. 
 
 
 

• What is “lukewarm”? 
 
“The weakness of the city, however, was its lack of good water 
supply (Strabo 13.4.14). Six miles away Hieropolis had its hot 
medicinal springs, and there was also pure water in Colossae. 
Just across from Laodicea the hot springs went over limestone 
cliffs and became lukewarm and brackish. Anyone drinking it 
would spit it out.” (Witherington, 107) 
 
“ the adjectives ‘hot,’ ‘cold,’ and ‘lukewarm’ are not taken to 
be describing the spiritual fervor (or lack of it) of people. The 
contrast is between the hot medicinal waters of Hierapolis and 
the cold, pure waters from Colossae. Thus the church in Laodi-
cea ‘was providing neither refreshment for the spiritually weary, 
nor healing for the spiritually sick. It was totally ineffective, thus 
distasteful to the Lord.’” (Mounce, 125) 
 
*The idea here is probably that this assembly had become completely 
self-sufficient and therefore sickeningly and totally useless to Christ. 
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“The exalted Christ is challenging them with a powerful rhe-
torical question, “Don’t you realize that you make me sick?” 
(Osborne, 206)

• “I am …I have… I have …!” yet … 
 
“The church was like the city, believing that its material wealth 
connoted spiritual wealth.  
 The problem was, the city had no perceived need for help 
from Rome, and the church had no perceived need for help from 
God.” (Osborne, 207) 

• Wretched and Pitiful AND Poor, Blind, and Naked 
 

• Take my advice and buy… 

• Gold, White Clothing, and Eye Salve 
* in Revelation, “white” garments symbolize righteousness 
(3:4, 5; 6:11; 7:9; 19:14), being washed in the blood of the Lamb 
(7:13–14), and glory in God’s final kingdom (4:4; 19:14)

• “All those I love, I rebuke and discipline” 
(See Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5-6)  
 

• Be earnest and Repent! 

• “…I stand at the door and knock…” 
“This is an invitation not for the readers to be converted but to 
renew themselves in a relationship with Christ that has already 
begun, as is apparent from v 19. (Beale, 308) 
 
 



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-201974

• Sharing a meal :: Table Fellowship 
“To share a meal in the ancient world was to share a life.” 
 

• Permission to sit with Christ on His Throne 
*the word “throne” appears 55 times in the NT, 41x in Revelation!
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Part 4: The Vision of the heavenly Temple

3 John sees the majesty and splendor of the Heavenly 
Court (4:1-6:17) 

“ …God speaks to us, now.  God makes his will known to us, now. In 
The Revelation we are immersed not in prediction, but eschatology: 
an awareness that the future is breaking in upon us.” (Peterson, 21)

In ThE BaCkgRound 16:  Revelation 4-5 and Daniel 7

“An overview of the two chapters together reveals that they exhibit a 
unified structure which corresponds more to the structure of Daniel 
7 than with any other vision in the OT. If we begin with Dan. 7:9ff. 
and observe the elements and order of their presentation that are in 
common with Revelation 4–5, a striking resemblance is discernible: 
 
1. Introductory vision phraseology (Dan. 7:9 [cf. 7:2, 6–7]; Rev. 4:1) 
 
2. A throne(s) set in heaven (Dan. 7:9a; Rev. 4:2a [cf. 4:4a]) 
 
3. God sitting on a throne (Dan. 7:9b; Rev. 4:2b) 
 
4. God’s appearance on the throne (Dan. 7:9c; Rev. 4:3a) 
 
5. Fire before the throne (Dan. 7:9d–10a; Rev. 4:5) 
 
6. Heavenly servants surrounding the throne  
(Dan. 7:10b; Rev. 4:4b, 6b–10; 5:8, 11, 14) 
 
7. Book(s) before the throne (Dan. 7:10c; Rev. 5:1–5) 
 
8. The book(s) opened (Dan. 7:10c; Rev. 5:2–5, 9) 
 
9. A divine (messianic) figure approaching God’s throne to receive 
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authority to reign forever over a kingdom  
(Dan. 7:13–14a; Rev. 5:5b–7, 9a, 12–13) 
 
10. The kingdom’s scope: “all peoples, nations, and tongues”  
(Dan. 7:14a [MT]; Rev. 5:9b) 
 
11. The seer’s emotional distress on account of the vision  
(Dan. 7:15; Rev. 5:4) 
 
12. The seer’s reception of heavenly counsel concerning the vision 
from one of the heavenly throne servants (Dan. 7:16; Rev. 5:5a) 
 
13. The saints given divine authority to reign over a kingdom  
(Dan. 7:18, 22, 27a; Rev. 5:10) 
 
14. Concluding mention of God’s eternal reign  
(Dan. 7:27b; Rev. 5:13–14). 
 
Both visions also contain the image of a sea (Dan. 7:2–3; Rev. 4:6). 
 
(Beale, 314–315)

3.1 The Creatures in Heaven worship the One  
on the Throne (4:1-11)

Revelation 4:1   After these things I looked, and there was 

a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice I had heard 

speaking to me like a trumpet said: “Come up here so that I can show 

you what must happen after these things.” 4:2 Immediately I was in 

the Spirit, and a throne was standing in heaven with someone seated 

on it! 4:3 And the one seated on it was like jasper and carnelian 

in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it was made of emerald 

encircled the throne. 
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In ThE BaCkgRound 17: The Heavenly Court in Context

“…John’s portrayal of the throne room scene owes something to both 
the [Ancient Near East] throne room scenes but more pertinently to 
Roman scenes of the enthroned Emperor surrounded by his council 
and holding an open scroll in his hand. The hymns that emanate 
from the throne room in heaven can be seen in the light of hymnic 
acclamations and acts of bowing down before the Emperor not only 
in the Roman court but also the imperial cult in Asia, where a statue 
of the Emperor might have obeisance done before it. The scenes in 
Revelation 4-5 then become John’s rhetorical means of offering 
an alternative vision of who is really in charge of the world…” 
(Witherington, 113)

• 4:1 “AFTER THESE THINGS...” 
 

• 4:1 The Door Standing Open 
 

“ John is now swept up in the Spirit to the very door of Heaven. There 
he beholds a vision of a sovereign God in full command of the course 
of human affairs as they move swiftly to their denouement. On the 
plane of history the church appears unable to resist the might of 
hostile worldly powers, but the course of history is not determined 
by political power but by God enthroned and active. At his appointed 
time the scroll of destiny is to be handed to the Lamb, who himself 
will open the seals, bring history to a close, and usher in the eternal 
state. The great throne room vision of chapters 4 and 5 serves to 
remind believers living in the shadow of impending persecution that 
an omnipotent and omniscient God is still in control.”  
(Mounce, 131)

• 4:1 Heaven, not Heavens
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“Texts such as Revelation 4.6, 12.7, and 13.1 suggest (to some) that 
this cannot be heaven since the symbols of evil are present. This, 
however, is to forget that in apocalyptic literature there is an open 
heaven from which evil things are certainly within God’s purview 
and control. The point of mentioning evil in God’s throne room is in 
order to insist on his sovereignty over it… God and His Son reign, 
and the major message of the throne room vision is that God is in his 
heaven and ruling, no matter what the earthly appearances of things 
may suggests.”(Witherington, 115)

“ It is interesting that of the 274 NT occurrences of “heaven,” 91 are 
in the plural (reflecting the Jewish conception of multiple heavens 
found in 2 Cor. 12:2), while of the 52 uses in Revelation, only one is 
plural (12:2), and that may have been influenced by Isa. 44:23 (so 
R. Charles, Mounce, Thomas). Since heaven is the dwelling place of 
God and the final home of the victorious saints (the “new heaven” 
of 21:1a), John is uninterested in the concept of multiple heavens. 
The old “heaven” with its conflict and evil (12:7–9, 12) will be 
vanquished (21:1b) and replaced with the new, final “heaven” filled 
with the presence of God among his people.” (Osborne,  224)

• 4:1 The Voice like a Trumpet… 

• 4:1 Come up here… After these things…  

• 4:1 “What MUST happen” 
The Issue of Determinism 
 
There are many who study and present the Book of Revelation 
with a focus on determining “when” the events described will 
take place. The central concern of the book, however, is not in 
giving us a “divine timetable” of events but in showing us the 
certainty of what will happen. From John’s perspective, the 
death, resurrection and ascension of Christ are the pivotal and 
most significant events of human history. Revelation simply 
narrates for us the “summing up of all things in Christ” (See 
Ephesians 1:10) as the foreordained conclusions that flow from 
Jesus’ self-sacrificial and atoning work already finished in his-
tory. 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 79

• 4:2 Immediately “In the Spirit” 

• 4:2 The Throne  (the unifying image in these chapters) 
(4:2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10; 5:1, 6, 7, 11, 13). 
 
! This is the only place in the New Testament where God’s 
Throne is described. For parallel accounts in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures see Isaiah 6:1-4 and Ezekiel 1:26-28

“ A throne centers authority. Worship is centering. The word throne 
appears in nearly every chapter of the Revelation (the exceptions 
are Rev. 9, 10, 15, 17, 18). Twice it is used to refer to false centers 
of authority, Satan’s throne (Rev. 2:13) and the beasts throne (Rev. 
16:10.)(Peterson, 59-60)

• 4:3 and One sitting on the Throne 
 
Jasper: Usually reddish brown, but almost always multicolored 
when translucent 
 
Carnelian: (Gk: sardio) fiery red 
 
Emerald: Green

In ThE BaCkgRound 18:  The Glorious God

“ The One seated upon the throne of heaven does not appear in 
human form but is portrayed as the brilliance of light reflected from 
precious stones.” (Mounce, 134)

Psalms 104:1-2  
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD my God, you are magnificent. 
You are robed in splendor and majesty.  
2 He covers himself with light as if it were a garment. 
He stretches out the skies like a tent curtain,…
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Ezekiel 1:26-28  
Above the platform over their heads was something like a sapphire 
shaped like a throne. High above on the throne was a form that 
appeared to be a man. 27 I saw an amber glow like a fire enclosed 
all around from his waist up. From his waist down I saw something 
that looked like fire. There was a brilliant light around it, 28 like the 
appearance of a rainbow in the clouds after the rain. This was the 
appearance of the surrounding brilliant light; it looked like the glory 
of the LORD. When I saw it, I threw myself face down, and I heard a 
voice speaking.

1 Timothy 6:16  He alone possesses immortality and lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no human has ever seen or is able to 
see. To him be honor and eternal power! Amen.

Revelation 4:4   In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other 

thrones, and seated on those thrones were twenty-four elders. They 

were dressed in white clothing and had golden crowns on their 

heads. 

• 4:4 The 24 Elders - Who are they?

 » 1) God’s Heavenly (Angelic) Council  
(See 1 Kings 22:19ff or 2 Chronicles 18:18ff, Psalm 89:7, 
also possibly Isaiah 24:23)

 » 2) The Saints Enthroned in Heaven,

 » 3) The 12 Apostles and the 12 Patriarchs of Israel 
(See Revelation 21:12ff)

 » 4) The Whole People of God – Jew and Gentile, united
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 » 5) A figurative expression, representing 24 hours of the 
day as continual worship. 

It seems to me that a key to the identification of these elders is found 
it the song that they sing in 4:11 which praises God first for his cre-
ative work. 

Revelation 4:11    
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 
since you created all things, 
and because of your will they existed and were created!”

In Job we read,

Job 38:4-7 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of 
the earth? Tell me, if you possess understanding! 5 Who set its 
measurements if you know or who stretched a measuring line 
across it? 6 On what were its bases set, or who laid its cornerstone 7 
when the morning stars sang in chorus, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy?”

The song of these Elders in 5:9 seems to distinguish them from 
those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb:

Revelation 5:9–10   
They (the elders) were singing a new song: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals 
 because you were killed,  
 and at the cost of your own blood  
 you have purchased for God 
 persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation.  
5:10  You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests  
 to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

Given the evidence, it seems best to me to take these as the angelic 
elders mentioned or alluded to elsewhere in Scripture. If these are 
angelic elders, part of God’s priestly ruling court, then they might 
be the pattern that the 24 courses of priestly and Levitical orders in 
the OT (See 1 Chronicles 2:4; 25:9-13). This would be appropri-
ate since the earthly Temple was made according to the pattern of 
things in Heaven. 
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“ The key is the function of the πρεσβύτεροι (presbyteroi, elders) in 
the book. Their primary role is that of worship (5:14; 11:16; 19:4) 
and praise (4:11; 5:9–10; 11:17–18; 14:3; 19:4). In addition, they 
serve as intermediaries and interpreters (5:5; 7:13–17). A close 
examination of these texts shows a distinct differentiation between 
the elders and the saints. In 5:8 they hold golden bowls that contain 
the prayers of the saints; in 7:13–14 one of them explains who the 
victorious saints are; in 11:18 they thank God for rewarding the 
saints; in 14:3 the 144,000 sing “a new song before the throne and 
before the four living creatures and the elders”; and in 19:4 they join 
the heavenly chorus. The elders are seated on thrones (4:4; 11:16), 
while the saints stand before the throne (7:9). From this evidence 
it is more likely that these are heavenly beings who reign with God 
and are part of the retinue surrounding his throne. Moreover, since 
“all the angels” also stand before the throne (7:11), these must be 
celestial beings with a ruling function… 
 On the whole, I conclude that the elders were a ruling class 
of heavenly beings who encircled the throne and led heavenly praise, 
thus exhibiting a priestly role.” (Osborne, 229-230)

Revelation 4:5   From the throne came out flashes of lightning and 

roaring and crashes of thunder. Seven flaming torches, which are the 

seven spirits of God, were burning in front of the throne 4:6a and in 

front of the throne was something like a sea of glass, like crystal. 

• 4:5 lighting and thunder - Recalling Mt. Sinai 
repeated at the end of judgments to come: 8:5, 11:19 and 16:18. 

• 4:5 The Seven Flaming Torches and Seven Spirits of God 

“ The burning lamps before the throne are said to be the seven 
spirits, again the angelic representatives of the churches keeping 
the churches’ fires burning, in part by returning and being in the 
presence of God.” (Witherington, 117) 
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• 4:6 the Sea of Glass, like Crystal 
 

In ThE BaCkgRound 19: The Waters and The Heavens

Psalms 104:3   
He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;  
he makes the clouds his chariot;  
he rides on the wings of the wind;

 » Some have seen this as a reference to the Creation and the 
dividing of the waters of Creation:

Genesis 1:6-7 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst 
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And 
God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so.

 » Also, the vision from Ezekiel is paralleled here:

Ezekiel 1:22-25 Over the heads of the living creatures there was 
the likeness of an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread 
out above their heads. 23 And under the expanse their wings were 
stretched out straight, one toward another. And each creature had 
two wings covering its body. 24 And when they went, I heard the 
sound of their wings like the sound of many waters, like the sound 
of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army. When 
they stood still, they let down their wings. 25 And there came a voice 
from above the expanse over their heads. When they stood still, they 
let down their wings.

 » It is interesting to note that in Hebrew the word for water 
– mayim – is related to the word for heavens – shamayim. 
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Revelation 4:6b  In the middle of the throne and around the throne 

were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 4:7 The 

first living creature was like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the 

third creature had a face like a man’s, and the fourth creature looked 

like an eagle flying. 4:8 Each one of the four living creatures had six 

wings and was full of eyes all around and inside. They never rest day 

or night, saying:  

 “Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful,  

 Who was and who is, and who is coming!”

• 4:6b  The Four Living Creatures 

• 4:7 Lion, Ox, Man, Eagle

“The mightiest of birds is the eagle, the mightiest among the domestic 
animals the ox, the mightiest among wild animals is the lion, and the 
mightiest of all these is a human being. God has taken all these and 
secured them to His throne.” 
(A Rabbinic saying, quoted by G. R. Beasley Murray, The Book of 
Revelation, 117) 

• 4:8 Six Wings, full of eyes 
 
4:8 “Holy, Holy, Holy…” 

• 4:8 The Lord God, the All Powerful (Almighty) 

In ThE BaCkgRound 20:  Ezekiel 1, Isaiah 6

Ezekiel 1:4-14  As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the 
north, and a great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flashing 
forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it were gleaming 
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metal. 5 And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living 
creatures. And this was their appearance: they had a human likeness, 
6 but each had four faces, and each of them had four wings. 7 Their 
legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a 
calf ’s foot. And they sparkled like burnished bronze.  
 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had human 
hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: 9 their 
wings touched one another. Each one of them went straight forward, 
without turning as they went. 10 As for the likeness of their faces, 
each had a human face. The four had the face of a lion on the right 
side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four 
had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were their faces. And their wings 
were spread out above. Each creature had two wings, each of which 
touched the wing of another, while two covered their bodies.  
 12 And each went straight forward. Wherever the spirit 
would go, they went, without turning as they went. 13 As for the 
likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning 
coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving to and fro among 
the living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 
forth lightning. 14 And the living creatures darted to and fro, like the 
appearance of a flash of lightning.

Isaiah 6:1-7 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 
wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, 
and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him 
who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe 
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in 
his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 
And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
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Revelation 4:9   And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, 

and thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever and 

ever, 4:10 the twenty-four elders throw themselves to the ground 

before the one who sits on the throne and worship the one who 

lives forever and ever, and they offer their crowns before his throne, 

saying: 

 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

  to receive glory and honor and power, 

  since you created all things, 

  and because of your will they existed  

    and were created!” 

• The Worship in Heaven 
“The act of worship rehearses in the present the end that lies 
ahead.” (Peterson, 70)

• Glory, Honor, and Thanks… 

• 4:11 “You are worthy

“…the first words of the hymn are taken from the political language 
of the day: “Worthy art thou” greeted the entrance of the emperor in 
triumphal procession, and “our Lord and God” was introduced into 
the cult of emperor worship by Domitian (See Suetonius, Dom. 13). 
For the Christian only the One upon the heavenly throne is worthy: 
the claims of all others are blasphemous.” (Mounce, 140)

• 4:11 “since you created all things…” 
God is praised for his creative works, because in His creation, 
His sovereignty is established. Heaven and Earth were created 
by God and they belong to Him. The amazing thing is that He 
actually shares part of His ruling responsibility with those that 
He has created!!! 
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• 4:11 “because of Your will… 

3.2 The Lamb is worthy to open the Seven Sealed Scroll 
(5:1-14)

• Parallels in the Visions

Chapter 4 | God Glorified Chapter 5 | Lamb Glorified
God’s Glory | 4:2-8 The Lamb’s Glory | 5:5-7
Worship of God | 4:8-11 Worship of the Lamb | 5:8-12
 
>First Hymn of Praise | 4:8

 
>First Hymn of Praise | 5:9-10

 
>Narrative | 4:9-10

 
>Narrative | 5:11-12

 
>Second Hymn of Praise | 4:11

 
>Second Hymn of Praise | 5:12

Revelation 5:1   Then I saw in the right hand of the one who was 

seated on the throne a scroll written on the front and back and sealed 

with seven seals. 5:2 And I saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud 

voice: “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to break its seals?” 5:3 

But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open 

the scroll or look into it. 5:4 So I began weeping bitterly because no 

one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 

5:5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion 

of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has conquered; thus he can 

open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

• 5:1 The Scroll and the Seals 
for a parallel see Ezekiel 2:9-10
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“The idea of a heavenly book containing the future course of history is 
reflected in such passages as Psalm 139:16, ‘In thy book were written 
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet 
there was none of them.’ In Jewish apocalyptic we read of ‘heavenly 
tablets’ which contain ‘all the deeds of men…that will be upon the 
earth to the remotest generations’ (1 Enoch 81:1-2; See also 47:3; 
106:19; 107:1).(Mounce, 142)

• 5:2 A Powerful/Mighty Angel 
 appears here also in 10:1-2, 18:21 

• 5:3 “in heaven or on earth or under the earth”

• 5:2-5 Who is Worthy? 
 
The Lion from the Tribe of Judah: 
Genesis 49:9-10  You are a lion’s cub, Judah, from the prey, my 
son, you have gone up. He crouches and lies down like a lion; like 
a lioness who will rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from 
Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes 
to whom it belongs; the nations will obey him. 
 
The Root of Jesse: 
Romans 15:12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will 
come, and the one who rises to rule over the Gentiles, in him will 
the Gentiles hope.”  
 
Isaiah 11:10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand 
as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and 
his resting place shall be glorious.

Revelation 5:6   Then I saw standing in the middle of the throne and 

of the four living creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb 

that appeared to have been killed. He had seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 

5:7 Then he came and took the scroll from the right hand of the one 

who was seated on the throne, 5:8 and when he had taken the scroll, 
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the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders threw themselves 

to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp and golden 

bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints). 5:9 They 

were singing a new song:  

 “You are worthy to take the scroll 

 and to open its seals 

 because you were killed,  

 and at the cost of your own blood  

 you have purchased for God  

 persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

5:10 You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests  

 to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”

• 5:6 The Lamb that was killed… 
 
“McDonald (1996: 37) calls for a “recursive” reading here—
Jesus conquers not by physical prowess (like a lion) but by 
enduring hostility and dying (like a paschal lamb). This also 
means that the great victory over Satan has already occurred: the 
cross is the central point of history, and the final battle of Arma-
geddon (16:16; 17:14; 19:14–21) is the culmination of a victory 
already won. In actuality, Armageddon is more Satan’s final act of 
defiance than the final victory of Christ. The victory of Christ is 
at the cross.” (Osborne, 254–255) 
 
*The description of Jesus as “lamb” is used only by John, 
and in Revelation He is referred to in this way 28 times.  (See 
Rev. 5:6, 8, 12–13; 6:1, 16; 7:9–10, 14, 17–8:1; 12:11; 13:8, 11; 
14:1, 4, 10; 15:3; 17:14; 19:7, 9; 21:9, 14, 22–23; 22:1, 3) 
 
 
! Jesus is “envisioned” in 7 distinct ways in Revelation: 
 
1. The Glorious Son of Man Vision (1:12-16) 
 
2. The Slain but All-Powerful Lamb (5:6-7) 
 
3. The First-Born who is caught up to Heaven (12:1-6) 
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4. The Lamb surrounded by the 144,000 from the nations (14:1) 
 
5. The Son of Man ready to Harvest the Earth (14:14) 
 
6. The Rider Faithful and True, King of kings, Lord of lords 
(19:11-16) 
 
7. Jesus - the One who is coming… Alpha and Omega, First 
and Last, Beginning and End, Root and Offspring of David, the 
bright Morning Star (22:12-16) 
 

• 5:6 The Seven Horns and Seven Eyes 
This is probably a symbolic way of referring to Jesus’ perfect 
power and wisdom/oversight.

• 5:8 Harp and Golden bowls of Incense 
! The Prayers here will show up again as catalysts for the Lord’s acts 
of judgment later in 6:9–11 and 8:3–4.

• 5:9 The New Song (Psalms 98:1; 33:3; 40:3) 
Every act of God in salvation and redemption requires the imag-
inative and worshipful creating of a new song of gratitude and 
praise. In this way, the present reality of God’s enduring work is 
kept fresh in the heart and mind. 

• 5:9 The Lamb is worthy because: 
 
> He was killed/slain, 
 
> He purchased people for God at the cost of His own blood, 
 
> He appointed His people a kingdom of Priests.

• 5:10 As a Kingdom and Priests 
 
This is the purpose for which God originally created human-
kind. Israel was offered the opportunity to fulfill this destiny 
but failed because of her faithlessness. Now, in Christ, through 
His self-sacrificial work, the original purposes of God are ful-
filled. The fact that we are part of Christ’s present and active rule 
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– a kingdom – speaks to our royalty and power. The fact that we 
are also priests speaks to the reality of exercising this power in 
service. Thus again we see in the revelation of Christ, ruling-power 
is to be exercised in self-sacrificial service. 

Revelation 5:11  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a 

circle around the throne, as well as the living creatures and the elders. 

Their number was ten thousand times ten thousand —thousands 

times thousands— 5:12 all of whom were singing in a loud voice: 

 “Worthy is the lamb who was killed  

 to receive power and wealth  

 and wisdom and might  

 and honor and glory and praise!”

In ThE BaCkgRound 21:   
David’s farewell prayer at the dedication of the Temple:

1 Chronicles 29:10-20    David praised the LORD before the entire 
assembly:  
 “O LORD God of our father Israel, you deserve praise 
forevermore! 11 O LORD, you are great, mighty, majestic, 
magnificent, glorious, and sovereign over all the sky and earth! You 
have dominion and exalt yourself as the ruler of all. 12 You are the 
source of wealth and honor; you rule over all. You possess strength 
and might to magnify and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, we 
give thanks to you and praise your majestic name!  
 14 “But who am I and who are my people, that we should be 
in a position to contribute this much? Indeed, everything comes 
from you, and we have simply given back to you what is yours. 
15 For we are resident foreigners and nomads in your presence, like 
all our ancestors; our days are like a shadow on the earth, without 
security.  
 16 O LORD our God, all this wealth, which we have 
collected to build a temple for you to honor your holy name, 
comes from you; it all belongs to you. 17 I know, my God, that you 
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examine thoughts and are pleased with integrity. With pure motives I 
contribute all this; and now I look with joy as your people who have 
gathered here contribute to you.  
 18 O LORD God of our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, maintain the motives of your people and keep them devoted 
to you. 19 Make my son Solomon willing to obey your commands, 
rules, and regulations, and to complete building the palace for which 
I have made preparations.”  
 20 David told the entire assembly: “Praise the LORD your 
God!” So the entire assembly praised the LORD God of their 
ancestors; they bowed down and stretched out flat on the ground 
before the LORD and the king.

• 5:12 The Lamb is worthy to receive… 
 
“ [Praise is] the inevitable climax of it all… it is the one gift that 
we who have nothing can give to Him who possesses all.”  
  (William Barclay, The Revelation of John, I:227)

Revelation 5:13  Then I heard every creature—in heaven, on earth, 

under the earth, in the sea, and all that is in them—singing:  

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!” 

5:14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and the elders 

threw themselves to the ground and worshiped.

“We seem to have in this chapter a throne room vision that parallels 
the stages of a coronation ceremony in antiquity – there is the 
announcement, the exaltation, and enthronement of the king.” 
(Witherington, 122)
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Part 5: The Seals are opened

3.3 The first six Seals are opened (6:1-17)

(14) How Shall We Interpret The Visionary in 
Revelation?

“ …though St. John the Evangelist saw many strange monsters in his 
vision, he saw no creature so wild as one of his own commentators.” 
(G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy)

“ The Revelation has 404 verses. In those 404 verses there are 
518 references to earlier scripture. If we are not familiar with the 
preceding writings, quite obviously we are not going to understand 
the Revelation.… 
 The statistic posts a warning: no one has any business reading 
the last book who has not read the previous sixty-five.” (Peterson, 23)

“ SOME READERS BELIEVE that current events unlock the 
meaning of the biblical prophecies. …. 
 Yet this approach seems to me wrongheaded—I believe 
that it runs up against the evidence of Revelation itself. John writes 
to seven literal churches in literal Asia Minor, following the same 
sequence in which a messenger traveling Roman roads would deliver 
the book …. If we take seriously what the book itself claims, then it 
was a book that must have made good sense to its first hearers, who 
in fact were “blessed” for obeying it (1:3). That John wrote the book 
in Greek probably suggests that he also used figures of speech and 
symbols that were part of his culture more than ours. That the book 
was to remain “unsealed” even in his generation also indicates that it 
was meant to be understood from that time forward (22:10; contrast 
Dan. 12:9–10). 
 Perhaps an even more compelling reason exists to argue 
for focusing on ancient rather than modern background for 



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-201994

understanding the book of Revelation. If today’s newspapers are a 
necessary key to interpreting the book, then no generation until our 
own could have understood and obeyed the book (contrary to the 
assumption in 1:3).” (Keener, 21) 

(14.1) The Preterist or Contemporary Historical method

This view reads the Revelation as an historical document addressing 
the issues that arose in the 1st Century AD. It sees the prophetic 
elements of the book (completely? mostly?) fulfilled in the fall of 
Jerusalem (AD 70) or the fall of Rome (AD 476). 

(14.2) The Historicist Method

This method reads the book as a forecast of the history of the west 
leading up to the interpreters present time. Therefore, the book had 
little relevance for the immediate circumstances of its first audience. 

(14.3) The Idealist Method

This view holds that Revelation does not point to any specific histor-
ical events at all but simply reveals the timeless principles by which 
God governs creation. In this scheme, the book reveals the ageless 
battle between good and evil, light and darkness. 

(14.4) The Futurist Method

This view sees Revelation as a revealing of the final victory of God 
in Christ over the forces of evil in a decisive way at the end of the 
present age. This method has been popularly championed by the 
dispensationalists in present times. 

(14.5) The Literary Method

This study takes an integrated approach to the book, realizing that 
none of the methods listed above is alone sufficient to deal with the varied 
nature of the diverse literature contained by Revelation. Basically, we 
will view the book as being relevant to its first century audience 
in that it reveals both what God is doing and what God will do to 
finally bring an end to the present age. Thus God’s universal princi-
ples of salvation are revealed, but they are moving all things toward 
a future, predetermined conclusion in Christ. Yes, the events of 
Revelation are witnessed by similar events in history, but these are 
moving toward a final, escalated fulfillment at the end of the Age.
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(15) The Structure of Revelation

(15.1) The Prophetic-Literary Approach

This view treats the book as a series of visions like the prophetic 
oracles of the Old Testament. Each of the visions (oracles) is 
self-contained and to some degree independent of the other visions 
but fit together in a narrative framework. In other words, each of the 
visions are smaller stories, or chapters, within the larger framework 
of Revelation as a whole. 
      The structural key to dividing the book according to these visions 
is given in the phrase “Now after these things I looked…” or as in 
the final instance, “Now After these things I heard…”

1 The Things which have been…
2-3 The Things which are…

4-22 The Things which must soon take place…
After these things… The Lamb and the Scroll of Destiny (4:1-6:17)
After these things… The Sealing of the 144,000 of Israel (7:1-8)
After these things… The Signs and Events of the End (7:9-15:5)
After these things… The Wrath of God Arrives (15:5-17:18)
After these things… The Final Fall of Babylon the Great (18:1-24)
After these things… Christ Appears and New Creation (19:1-22:21)

(15.2) The Recapitulation or Progressive Parallelism Approach

This view divides Revelation into seven sections which run par-
allel to one another, each time telling the story of the church and 
the world from the time of Christ’s first coming to the time of his 
Return. In other words, Revelation is telling the same story over and 
over, each time from a different angle and with minimal narrative devel-
opment.

1-3 The Seven Churches of the “timeless Church”
4-7 The Suffering Church Victorious in Christ
8-11 The Church Avenged and Victorious in Christ
12-14 Jesus Versus the Devil and His Beasts
15-16 The Final Visitation of God’s Wrath
17-19 The World Versus the Kingdom of Christ
20-22 The Final Triumph of Christ and the Church
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Revelation 6:1  I looked on when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, 

and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a thunderous 

voice, “Come!” 6:2 So I looked, and here came a white horse! The 

one who rode it had a bow, and he was given a crown, and as a 

conqueror he rode out to conquer.

“… the throne room vision of chapters 4 and 5 sets the stage for 
the opening of the scroll with its sequence of seals, trumpets, and 
bowls (chaps. 6-16)…. As each seal is removed we are introduced 
to a series of preliminary judgments representing forces operative 
throughout history by means of which the redemptive and judicial 
purposes of God are being carried out prior to the end.” 
(Mounce, 151)

• 6:2 The White Horse / Conqueror 
 

In ThE BaCkgRound 22: The Chariots of Zechariah 6:1-8
In these passages in Zechariah, the Chariots and Horses represent 
the “four spirits/winds of Heaven” (6:5) sent out into the earth to 
report to the LORD. 

Revelation 6:3   Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard 

the second living creature saying, “Come!” 6:4 And another horse, 

fiery red, came out, and the one who rode it was granted permission 

to take peace from the earth, so that people would butcher one 

another, and he was given a huge sword.

•  6:4 The Red Horse 
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•  6:4 “granted permission”

Revelation 6:5   Then when the Lamb opened the third seal I heard 

the third living creature saying, “Come!” So I looked, and here came 

a black horse! The one who rode it had a balance scale in his hand. 

6:6 Then I heard something like a voice from among the four living 

creatures saying, “A quart of wheat will cost a day’s pay and three 

quarts of barley will cost a day’s pay. But do not damage the olive oil 

and the wine!”

•  6:5 The Black Horse 

• 6:6 “don’t damage the oil and wine” 
 
“During the siege of Jerusalem, Titus gave explicit orders not to 
destroy the oil and wine because he wanted those luxuries to be 
enjoyed by the rich, who can afford them even in times of want. 
The black horse states the hard facts of the matter, that the harsh 
inequalities in distribution of the necessities of life are exacer-
bated in situations of dire need. God’s judgment on this injustice 
follows in subsequent chapters.” (A. Boesak, Comfort and 
Protest, 64)

Revelation 6:7   Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal I heard 

the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come!” 6:8 So I 

looked and here came a pale green horse! The name of the one who 

rode it was Death, and Hades followed right behind. They were given 

authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill its population with the 

sword, famine, and disease, and by the wild animals of the earth.

•  6:8 The Pale Green Horse / Death and Hades 
 
 (chloros) – the color of death
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• 6:8 Sword, famine, disease, and wild animals: 
Ezekiel 14:21 “For this is what the sovereign LORD says: 
How much worse will it be when I send my four terrible judg-
ments - sword, famine, wild animals, and plague - to Jerusalem 
to kill both people and animals!

Revelation 6:9   Now when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw 

under the altar the souls of those who had been violently killed 

because of the word of God and because of the testimony they had 

given. 6:10 They cried out with a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign 

Master, holy and true, before you judge those who live on the earth 

and avenge our blood?” 6:11 Each of them was given a long white 

robe and they were told to rest for a little longer, until the full number 

was reached of both their fellow servants and their brothers who 

were going to be killed just as they had been.

•  6:9 The souls of the slain martyrs... 
 
“ In the OT ritual sacrifice the blood of the bullock was poured 
out at the base of the altar of burnt offering (Leviticus 4:7; 
Exodus 29:12). This blood contained the life, or soul, of the flesh 
(Leviticus 17:11). That the souls of the martyrs were underneath 
the altar is a way of saying that their untimely deaths on earth 
are from God’s perspective a sacrifice on the altar of heaven.” 
(Mounce, 157)

•  6:10 How long, O Lord…

“ Through centuries of oppression the cry, How long? has constantly 
risen to Heaven. “How long shall the wicked exult?” asks the Psalmist 
(94:3). “How long shall I cry for help,” asks the prophet, “and thou 
wilt not hear?” (Hab. 1:2). Vindication, not bitter revenge, is the 
theme.” (Mounce, 159)
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•  6:11 a long white robe

•  6:11 rest a little longer… 

•  6:11 Until the full number is reached…

Revelation 6:12  Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth 

seal, and a huge earthquake took place; the sun became as black as 

sackcloth made of hair, and the full moon became blood red; 6:13 

and the stars in the sky fell to the earth like a fig tree dropping its 

unripe figs when shaken by a fierce wind. 6:14 The sky was split 

apart like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island 

was moved from its place. 6:15 Then the kings of the earth, the very 

important people, the generals, the rich, the powerful, and everyone, 

slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of 

the mountains. 6:16 They said to the mountains and to the rocks, 

“Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who is seated on the 

throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 6:17 because the great day of 

their wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?” 

6:12-13 The Signs of the END 
 
The events of this passage occur together in Jesus’ teaching 
in the Olivet Discourse as immediately preceding His Return 
(Matthew 24:15-31; Mark 13:24ff).  
 
I think it is important to notice the sequence of events Jesus 
outlines in the Olivet Discourse as this same pattern is 
represented throughout Revelation: 
 
The Abomination  > Great Tribulation > Heavenly Signs > 
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Christ Appearing 
 
“In all of these various texts, the transformation of the Sun, Moon 
and Stars all precede and herald the Lord’s appearing 
 
See Joel 2:10, 30-31; Isaiah 2:10ff., 13:9ff., 34:4, Ezekiel 32:7-8, 
Hosea 10:8 for texts that contain similar imagery about the days 
preceding the appearance of the Lord in the end times. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 23:  Parallels in the Texts About the End
There are significant parallels between Revelation 6 and Jesus’ 
teaching about the “signs of the end” in the Olivet Discourse in 
Mark 13 (Also in the parallel passages in Matthew and Luke).

Mark 13:7ff., 24f. Revelation 6 Seals
1. Wars 1. Wars
2. International strife 2. International Strife
3. Earthquakes 3. Famine
4. Famines 4. Pestilence (= Death and Hades)
5. Persecutions 5. Those who are persecuted
6. Eclipses of the sun and moon, falling 
of the stars, shaking of the powers of 
heaven

6. Earthquakes, eclipse of the sun, 
moon turns to blood, falling of the 
stars, men calling on the rocks to 
fall on them, shaking of the powers 
of the heaven

• 6:14 - The “Shaking” of Creation 
 
The earthquake mentioned here may be the same on mentioned in 
the Seventh Trumpet in 11:19 and the Seventh Bowl in 16:18.  
 
See also Isaiah 34:4; Ezekiel 38:19; Joel 2:10; Amos 8:8; Haggai 
2:6. 
 

•  6:15-16 Hide US!
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•  6:16-17 - The Day of Wrath has come!!!!

In ThE BaCkgRound 24:  The Day of the Lord
The “Day of the LORD/YHWH” is a major theme in the Hebrew 
Prophets. Ultimately, this “day” will be the time in which the Lord-
God appears to bring final judgment upon the whole earth. 

Isaiah 13:9–13   
 Look, the day of the LORD is coming— 
 cruel, with rage and burning anger— 
 to make the earth a desolation 
 and to destroy the sinners on it. 1 
3:10  Indeed, the stars of the sky and its constellations 
 will not give their light. 
 The sun will be dark when it rises, 
 and the moon will not shine. 1 
3:11  I will bring disaster on the world, 
 and their own iniquity, on the wicked. 
 I will put an end to the pride of the arrogant 
 and humiliate the insolence of tyrants.  
13:12  I will make man scarcer than gold, 
 and mankind more rare than the gold of Ophir.  
13:13  Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 
 and the earth will shake from its foundations 
 at the wrath of the LORD of Hosts, 
 on the day of His burning anger.

Malachi 3:1–2     “I am about to send my messenger, who 
will clear the way before me. Indeed, the Lord you are seeking will 
suddenly come to his temple, and the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you long for, is certainly coming,” says the LORD who rules 
over all. 3:2 Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can 
keep standing when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire, 
like a launderer’s soap.
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In ThE BaCkgRound 25: The Wrath of God
 
God’s wrath is a fundamental theme in Bible. It is both a present 
(Romans 1:18) and a future (Revelation 19:15) reality. God is not 
throwing a tantrum in His wrath, nor is He being vindictive. God’s 
wrath is simply the righteous response required by His holiness and 
His love of all that is true, good and glorious.  
 
When humanity, in its desire for sin and corruption, rejects all that 
God loves, He gives them exactly what they want. The present wrath 
of God—turning people over to their sin—and even His future 
wrath seen in Revelation is used first to call sinners to repentance, to 
give them a little taste of what eternity will be like without Him.  
 
In some sense, God’s Wrath is the removal of His gracious and prov-
idential care. Each of the judgments in Revelation displays what 
happens when Christ “lets go” of creation. Since “those who dwell 
on the earth” reject Christ’s truth and grace, in the end, He gives 
them a reality in which He no longer holding all things together. 
This is a just response to humanity who has rejected Him.

4 The 144,000 from the 12 Tribes of Israel are sealed  
(7:1-8)

Revelation 7:1  After this I saw four angels standing at the 

four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth 

so no wind could blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 7:2 

Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, who had the 

seal of the living God. He shouted out with a loud voice to the four 

angels who had been given permission to damage the earth and 

the sea: 7:3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees until 

we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 7:4 
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Now I heard the number of those who were marked with a seal, 

one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed from all the tribes of 

the people of Israel: 7:5 From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand 

were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben, twelve thousand, from the 

tribe of Gad, twelve thousand, 7:6 from the tribe of Asher, twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Manasseh, twelve thousand, 7:7 from the tribe of Simeon, twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Issachar, twelve thousand, 7:8 from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 

• What about the 7th Seal? 
 
Tune in next week… 
As in all great narratives, the “plot” of Revelation is given sus-
pense and tension through the use of “cliffhangers.” Just when 
we expect to see the opening of the Seventh Seal and the final 
events of history, we get the vision of the sealing of the 144,000. 
This builds tension and keeps the “story” moving forward.  
 
This material is clearly associated with the 6th seal as it reveals 
the answer to the question of the unredeemed who fearfully 
cry out, “Who is able to stand the Day of His judgment?” The 
144,000 and the innumerable multitude in this chapter show us 
where true security is found and they serve as foil - a contrast to 
the wicked at the end of chapter 6. 
 

•  7:1 The Four Angels and the Four Winds 
 
In Apocalyptic literature, the “four winds” often represent the 
power of destruction. In Daniel 7:2 the four winds blow on 
the sea and the terrible beasts arise to destroy and conquer. 
In Jeremiah 49:36 the four winds bear the fierce wrath of the 
LORD to Elam. Here, the angels that control these winds hold 
them back so that the 144,000 can be spared. 
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•  7:2 The Angel from the East

•  7:3 No Damage until The Sealing… 

• 144,000 

• The Seal 
 
This recalls the Passover and perhaps Ezekiel 9:3-6. In the 
Ezekiel passage it is interesting to note that the instruction is 
given to place the Hebrew letter tau on the forehead which was 
written as an X or a + which foreshadows Christ (Xristos) and/
or the Cross.  
 
In the Bible, sealing expresses 1) ownership (2 Timothy 2:19) 
and 2) security (Ephesians 4:30). Just as the Holy Spirit now 
“seals” Christ’s people to ensure that they all will be kept secure 
to receive their inheritance (Ephesians 1:13-14) so in the con-
text of Revelation it seems that this 144,000 are sealed to ensure 
that they will arrive at the destiny which the Lord-God has 
determined for them. 

•  7:4 Who are the 144,000? 
 
Option 1: The Full Number of the Redeemed  
( Jew and Gentile) 
Most modern commentators take the view that this is the 
symbolic representation of all of God’s redeemed people, Jew 
and Gentile united in the Body of Christ. But even Beasley-
Murray makes an incredible statement about the arbitrary 
nature of this judgment: 
 
“It is freely to be admitted that the contrast between the 
representations of the Church in verses 1-8 and 9-14 is 
unexpected, not to say violent. For it is hardly a natural procedure 
to list with such precision the members of a defined company 
of people, consisting of the component tribes of a single nation, 
and then go on to identify them with an innumerable host drawn 
from every nation under heaven. And even when we grant the 
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obvious symbolism in the number 144,000 — made up of twelve 
tribes, each characterized by twelve multiplied by 1,000 — it 
remains that verses 4-8 provide an unusual description of 
the Church. Indeed, it is hard to resist the conclusion that in 
the first instance it was never meant to apply to the Church.” 
(Beasley-Murray, Revelation, 140-141) 
 
 
Option 2: National Israel (not Gentiles) set apart for the 
Fulfillment of the Promises of Salvation 
 
This view works on two basic (and somewhat unpopular) 
presuppositions: 1) Ethnic, National Israel is NOT to be 
identified with the Church, and 2) Israel as a nation still has a 
place in God’s future plans. The interpretation of Romans 9-11 
is critical for this issue:

Romans 11:25-29  For I do not want you, brethren, to be 
uninformed of this mystery--so that you will not be wise in your own 
estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; 
just as it is written,  
 “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,  
 HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”  
27  “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM,  
 WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.”  
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, 
but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake 
of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

* Paul seems to believe that Israel, as a nation, will be redeemed in 
the future. This redemption of Israel will bring about the consum-
mation of all things. Now, in our present age, Israel is in rebellion 
against God and rejects the Gospel of Christ. In the time of the End, 
God will turn again to Israel to complete His promises to her and 
thus bring history to a close:

Romans 11:15    For if their rejection is the reconciliation of 
the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
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•  7:5-8 The Names of the Tribes: 
 
There is no standard way of naming the tribes even in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. Here we might take note of a couple of 
peculiarities:  
1) Judah is mentioned first before Reuben the first born, 
probably because Jesus is from the tribe of Judah,  
2) Manasseh, one of Joseph’s sons is included, and  
3) Dan is excluded probably due to its close association 
with idolatry. Even amongst the chosen tribes, we see God’s 
sovereign choice at work, ordering things for His purposes. 
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Part 6: The great Vision of the End

5 The Judgment of God Arrives (7:9—15:5)

5.1 John sees the great multitude from the nations  
(7:9-17)

Revelation 7:9  After these things I looked, and here was an 

enormous crowd that no one could count, made up of persons from 

every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb dressed in long white robes, and with palm 

branches in their hands. 7:10 They were shouting out in a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God, to the one seated on the throne, and 

to the Lamb! 

 7:11 And all the angels stood there in a circle around the 

throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 

threw themselves down with their faces to the ground before the 

throne and worshiped God, 7:12 saying, “Amen! Praise and glory, 

and wisdom and thanksgiving, and honor and power and strength be 

to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

 7:13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These dressed in long 

white robes—who are they and where have they come from?” 7:14 

So I said to him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, 

“These are the ones who have come out of the great tribulation. They 

have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb! 7:15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and 
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they serve him day and night in his temple, and the one seated on the 

throne will shelter them. 7:16 They will never go hungry or be thirsty 

again, and the sun will not beat down on them, nor any burning heat, 

7:17 because the Lamb in the middle of the throne will shepherd 

them and lead them to springs of living water, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes.” 

•  7:9 The enormous crowd /innumerable multitude  
 
Many, if not most, commentators understand this crowd to be 
the 144,000 seen from a different angle. However, this ignores 
both the fact that this is an independent vision structurally 
– it follows an “after these things I saw…” and the group is 
described in very different terms.  
First this group is from every nation, tribe, people and tongue 
which indicates they have come from all nations, not just the 
nation of Israel. Secondly, they have specifically come out of 
the Great Tribulation.  
It seems to me best to take these visions at face value: the 
144,000 represent the people of national Israel sealed for 
salvation, whereas this uncountable group is gentiles who 
come to faith during “the Great Tribulation.”  
(We will discuss what this Great Tribulation is shortly)

•  7:9 Every nation, tribe, people and language

In ThE BaCkgRound 26:  The Nations Glorify the LORD God

Isaiah 11:10  At that time a root from Jesse will stand like a signal 
flag for the nations. Nations will look to him for guidance, and his 
residence will be majestic.

Isaiah 66:18–21   “For I know their works and their thoughts, 
and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And 
they shall come and shall see my glory, 66:19 and I will set a sign 
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among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to 
Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the 
coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. 
And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 66:20 And 
they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to 
the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and 
on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, 
just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the 
house of the LORD. 66:21 And some of them also I will take for 
priests and for Levites, says the LORD.

• 7:9 White Robes / Palm Branches 

• 7:10 “Salvation belongs to our God... 

• 7:11-12 Heavenly Worship 
 

•  7:14 “Who are they and where have they come from?” 
They have come out of The Great Tribulation 
 
Here again, we deal with meaning of the term thlpsis which 
could be translated as affliction, tribulation, persecution. First 
we need to take note of the definite article here; this is THE 
Great Tribulation which seems to point to something unique. 
 
There are two major options for the meaning of this term: 
 
1) The Great Tribulation could refer to the whole time from 
the ascension of Christ to His return (basically the Church 
Era). Jesus warned his people of the persecution to come 
(Matthew 24:9). In the context of Revelation, John sees 
himself as already sharing in thlpsis (affliction/persecution) 
with the other churches (see 1:9 and 2:9-10).  Those who 
take this view see the “great” as referring to the duration 
(time-span) of the affliction/persecution. 
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2) The Great Tribulation could refer to a specific span of 
time after the “Abomination of Desolation” and the rise of 
the Beast leading to the return of Christ that Jesus identifies 
a “a great tribulation/affliction/persecution” (see Matthew 
24:21). Those who take this view see the “great” as referring 
to the intensity of the affliction/persecution.  
 
Outside of the above references, the actual phrase “great 
tribulation” appears only in Acts 7:11 in Stephen’s speech 
referring to the affliction of the Israelites at the time of the 
Egyptian slavery and in Revelation 2:22 in reference to the 
“great affliction” what would be placed upon “Jezebel” if she did 
not repent.  
 
Since it appears that John does not use the term “great 
tribulation” as a technical term for a specific period of time, I 
take the view that “the great tribulation/persecution/affliction” 
here references the time of the Church Age and includes an 
intensification of this affliction in the Last Days during the reign 
of the Beast. 

•  7:14  Washed their robes…in the blood of the Lamb

•  7:15 They are before the Throne and Serve…

•  7:16 No hunger, no thirst, no scorching…

•  7:17 The Lamb will shepherd… 

•  7:17 Living water, the wiping away of tears
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5.2 The Seventh Seal is opened (8:1-5)

Revelation 8:1   Now when the Lamb opened the seventh seal there 

was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 8:2 Then I saw the 

seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given 

to them. 8:3 Another angel holding a golden censer came and was 

stationed at the altar. A large amount of incense was given to him to 

offer up, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar that is 

before the throne. 8:4 The smoke coming from the incense, along 

with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s 

hand. 8:5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the 

altar, and threw it on the earth, and there were crashes of thunder, 

roaring, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. 

• 8:1 The Seventh Seal… Silence for half and hour 

• 8:2 Seven Angels, Seven Trumpets 

• 8:3 the Angel, golden censer, prayers of the Saints… 

• 8:5 The Censer thrown to Earth
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5.3 Angels with Seven Trumpets appear;  
Six trumpets are blown (8:6-9:21)

In ThE BaCkgRound 27:  The Judgments of Egypt
Much of the imagery in the Trumpets is paralleled in the judgments 
of the Exodus. In both cases these are meant to be seen clearly 
as Divine Judgments—God intervening to call all to repentance 
before the final judgment. 

Revelation 8:6   Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets 

prepared to blow them 8:7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and 

there was hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was thrown at the 

earth so that a third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees 

were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

•  First Trumpet: Hail and Fire 
This parallels the Seventh Egyptian Plague: Exodus 9:13-35

•  1/3rd of Earth, trees, and grass burned

Revelation 8:8   Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and 

something like a great mountain of burning fire was thrown into the 

sea. A third of the sea became blood, 8:9 and a third of the creatures 

living in the sea died, and a third of the ships were completely 

destroyed. 

•  Second Trumpet: Mountain of Burning Fire 
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This (and the next trumpet) parallels the First Egyptian 
Plague: Exodus 7:20-21

•  1/3rd Sea to blood, sea creatures dead, ships destroyed

Revelation 8:10  Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge 

star burning like a torch fell from the sky; it landed on a third of the 

rivers and on the springs of water. 8:11 (Now the name of the star is 

Wormwood.) So a third of the waters became wormwood, and many 

people died from these waters because they had turned bitter.

•  Third Trumpet: The Star Wormwood 
Wormwood is used in the OT as a symbol of divine 
judgment:  
Jeremiah 9:15  Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel, “behold, I will feed them, this people, with wormwood 
and give them poisoned water to drink. 
Jeremiah 23:15  Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts 
concerning the prophets, “Behold, I am going to feed them 
wormwood And make them drink poisonous water, For from the 
prophets of Jerusalem Pollution has gone forth into all the land.”

•  1/3rd of the waters turned bitter

Revelation 8:12  Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third 

of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, 

so that a third of them were darkened. And there was no light for a 

third of the day and for a third of the night likewise. 

•  The Fourth Trumpet: Sun, Moon and Stars Darkened 
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This parallels the Ninth Egyptian Plague: Exodus 10:21-23 
Darkness is especially a sign of God’s Judgment: Isaiah 13:10, 
Amos 5:18, Joel 2:2, Mark 13:24)

•  1/3rd of the daylight and “nightlight” is darkned

Revelation 8:13  Then I looked, and I heard an eagle (vulture?) flying 

directly overhead, proclaiming with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe 

to those who live on the earth because of the remaining sounds of the 

trumpets of the three angels who are about to blow them!”

• The Vulture Imagery: 
Here the term for “eagle” is used by Jesus in Luke 17:37 where it 
refers to a vulture. The image of the vulture—a carrion bird—
would be much more appropriate for the context. If this is to be 
seen as a vulture and not an eagle then a key OT text comes to 
mind: 
Hosea 8:1 Set the trumpet to your lips!  
One like a vulture is over the house of the LORD, because they 
have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law.

• Woe! Woe! Woe! the Three final trumpets

Revelation 9:1   Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a 

star that had fallen from the sky to the earth, and he was given the 

key to the shaft of the abyss. 9:2 He opened the shaft of the abyss and 

smoke rose out of it like smoke from a giant furnace. The sun and the 

air were darkened with smoke from the shaft. 9:3 Then out of the 

smoke came locusts onto the earth, and they were given power like 

that of the scorpions of the earth. 9:4 They were told not to damage 

the grass of the earth, or any green plant or tree, but only those 
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people who did not have the seal of God on their forehead. 9:5 The 

locusts were not given permission to kill them, but only to torture 

them for five months, and their torture was like that of a scorpion 

when it stings a person. 9:6 In those days people will seek death, but 

will not be able to find it; they will long to die, but death will flee 

from them.

• 9:1 The fallen star 
The Star here is clearly an angelic being who is given the key to 
the Abyss. This is parallel to 20:1 where another angel will come 
with the keys to the Abyss to seal Satan in it. The first angel 
unleashes the powers from the Abyss, the second comes to seal 
it up again.

• 9:1 The Key to the Abyss 
 
This term “Abyss” is used 7x in Revelation and only two other 
times in the NT. In Luke 8:31, the recently cast out demons 
implore Jesus not to send them to the Abyss. In Romans 10:7 it 
is used as a poetic reference to the place of the Dead.  
In Ancient thought, The Abyss seems to be associated with the 
“chaos waters” at the beginning of Creation in the OT and in 
the Intertestamental literature. It is the place where evil crea-
tures were kept (See 1 Enoch 18-21). 
 
In the NT there are a couple of references to fallen angels that 
are now bound in prison awaiting the day of judgment: 
 
2 Peter 2:4  For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
threw them into hell (Tartarus) and locked them up in chains in 
utter darkness, to be kept until the judgment, 
 
Jude 1:6 You also know that the angels who did not keep 
within their proper domain but abandoned their own place of 
residence, he has kept in eternal chains in utter darkness, locked 
up for the judgment of the great Day. 

•  9:2 The Opening of the Abyss
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• 9:3 The “Locusts” like Scorpions 
 

• 9:4 -5 Torture but not to Kill… 

• 9:6  Not able to find Death…

Revelation 9:7   Now the locusts looked like horses equipped for 

battle. On their heads were something like crowns similar to gold, 

and their faces looked like men’s faces. 9:8 They had hair like women’s 

hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 9:9 They had breastplates 

like iron breastplates, and the sound of their wings was like the noise 

of many horse-drawn chariots charging into battle. 9:10 They have 

tails and stingers like scorpions, and their ability to injure people 

for five months is in their tails. 9:11 They have as king over them 

the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 

Greek, Apollyon. 9:12 The first woe has passed, but two woes are still 

coming after these things!

• 9:7-10 Locusts like Horses

• 9:11 Abaddon, Apollyon 
Abaddon is the name of the place of destruction (and death) in 
the OT (Job 26:6, 28:22, 31:12; Psalm 88:11; Proverbs 15:11, 
27:20). Apollyon is unique, but it comes from the Greek “to 
destroy.” Witherington makes the suggestion that the Greek 
god Apollo was symbolized by the locust and that Domitian 
claimed to be Apollo incarnated. If this is the case, then John 
is showing Domitian to be parallel to the leader of the forces of 
hell. This would fit a biblical worldview well where the forces 
and powers of the Earth are shown to be controlled or guided by 
the forces and powers of the Heavens (See Deuteronomy 32:8 
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and Daniel 10:13). However, John is clearly showing that in the 
End Times THE leader of the forces of chaos and evil that are 
now in the Abyss will be unleashed upon the planet. 

• 9:12 The First Woe is Past

Revelation 9:13  Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard 

a single voice coming from the four horns on the golden altar that 

is before God, 9:14 saying to the sixth angel, the one holding the 

trumpet, “Set free the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates!” 9:15 Then the four angels who had been prepared 

for this hour, day, month, and year were set free to kill a third of 

humanity. 9:16 The number of soldiers on horseback was two 

hundred million; I heard their number. 9:17 Now this is what the 

horses and their riders looked like in my vision: The riders had 

breastplates that were fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous yellow 

in color. The heads of the horses looked like lions’ heads, and 

fire, smoke, and sulfur came out of their mouths. 9:18 A third of 

humanity was killed by these three plagues, that is, by the fire, the 

smoke, and the sulfur that came out of their mouths. 9:19 For the 

power of the horses resides in their mouths and in their tails, because 

their tails are like snakes, having heads that inflict injuries. 

• 9:13  A single voice from the altar… 

• 9:14  The Four Angels bound at the Euphrates 

• 9:15 “for this hour, day, month, and year”… 
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• 9:16  200,000,000 soldiers on horseback  

• 9:17 -19 The vision of the Riders and Horses 

• 1/3rd of humanity killed by the plagues 

Revelation 9:20  The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by 

these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so that 

they did not stop worshiping demons and idols made of gold, silver, 

bronze, stone, and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk 

about. 9:21 Furthermore, they did not repent of their murders, of 

their magic spells, of their sexual immorality, or of their stealing.

•  9:20-21 And the rest did not repent!  
This refrain will appear twice more in the 4th and 5th Bowls 
of wrath in 16:9 and 16:11.  
 
*From this statement, there is some reasonable expectation 
that these judgments are meant to call the wicked to 
repentance, yet they will not turn even when given a “taste” of 
the judgment yet to come

• The Seventh…. Wait a minute… 
Just as there was an interlude between the 6th and 7th seals, so 
now there is an interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpets. 
This creates a narrative tension (the old “cliffhanger”) but also 
may be serving to show that God is delaying the end so that all 
have opportunity to repent. The Seventh Trumpet will herald the 
arrival of the Kingdom, but we will not see this until 11:15. 
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(16) The Relationships of the Three Sets Judgments:

(16.1) Possible Relationships

• The Sequential View:

 
 
 

• The Parallel View:

 
 
 

• The “Telescopic” View
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5.4 A giant Angel appears with a Little Scroll (10:1-11)

Revelation 10:1  Then I saw another powerful angel descending from 

heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face 

was like the sun and his legs were like pillars of fire. 10:2 He held in 

his hand a little scroll that was open, and he put his right foot on the 

sea and his left on the land. 10:3 Then he shouted in a loud voice like 

a lion roaring, and when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded 

their voices. 10:4 When the seven thunders spoke, I was preparing to 

write, but just then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the 

seven thunders spoke and do not write it down.” 

10:1-2 Another Powerful/Mighty Angel 
This angel seems to share some of the characteristics of the 
glorified Christ in Chapter 1 and also of the Lord-God enthroned 
in Chapter 4. This may indicate that this angel stands in the 
presence of the Lord in a unique way.  
   Some have suggested that the term “mighty angel” may be 
a play on the name “Gabriel” which in Hebrew means “the 
mighty one of God.” If this is the case, this would fit well with 
Daniel 10-12 where Gabriel is the messenger who brings 
word to Daniel.  
 
*Interesting side note: There are three names given to “angels” 
in the Scripture  
Gabriel which means “mighty one of God” (Daniel 8:16; 
9:21; Luke 1:19, 26) 
Michael which means “Who is like God?”(Daniel 10:13, 21; 
12:1; Jude 9; Revelation 12:7) 
Azazel which the meaning is unclear, but has been suggested 
it may be “God is Angry/Fierce”. The name shows up in 
Leviticus 16:8, 10, 26 and was translated as“scape goat” in 
some early English translation. The term, however, seems 
to be a personal name that is set parallel to the name of the 
LORD. Some take it to be the name of Satan before his rebellion 
and fall.
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•  10:3 The Seven Thunders 
See Psalm 29 where the voice of the Lord is powerful and 
represented seven times, one of which is associated with 
thunder.

•  10:4 Seal Up

In ThE BaCkgRound 28:  Sealed Until the End

Daniel 12:4-13  …“But you, Daniel, close up these words and 
seal the book until the time of the end. Many will dash about, and 
knowledge will increase.”  
 5 I, Daniel, watched as two others stood there, one on each 
side of the river. 6 One said to the man clothed in linen who was 
above the waters of the river, “When will the end of these wondrous 
events occur?”  
 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen who was over the 
waters of the river as he raised both his right and left hands to the sky 
and made an oath by the one who lives forever: “It is for a time, times, 
and half a time. Then, when the power of the one who shatters the 
holy people has been exhausted, all these things will be finished.”  
 8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I said, “Sir, what will 
happen after these things?”  
 9 He said, “Go, Daniel. For these matters are closed and 
sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, made 
clean, and refined, but the wicked will go on being wicked. None 
of the wicked will understand, though the wise will understand. 
11 From the time that the daily sacrifice is removed and the 
abomination that causes desolation is set in place, there are 1,290 
days. 12 Blessed is the one who waits and attains to the 1,335 days. 
13 But you should go your way until the end. You will rest and then 
at the end of the days you will arise to receive what you have been 
allotted.”
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Revelation 10:5  Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the 

land raised his right hand to heaven 10:6 and swore by the one who 

lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, and the 

earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, “There will be no 

more delay! 10:7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to 

blow his trumpet, the mystery of God is completed, just as he has 

proclaimed to his servants the prophets.” 

•  10:5-6 The Angel Swears 
(see the preceding Background on Daniel 12)

•  10:6 No more delay! 

•  10:7 The Seventh Trumpet: Completion of the Mystery 

Revelation 10:8  Then the voice I had heard from heaven began to 

speak to me again, “Go and take the open scroll in the hand of the 

angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 10:9 So I went to 

the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, 

“Take the scroll and eat it. It will make your stomach bitter, but it will 

be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 10:10 So I took the little scroll 

from the angel’s hand and ate it, and it did taste as sweet as honey in 

my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 10:11 

Then they told me: “You must prophesy again about many peoples, 

nations, languages, and kings.”
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In ThE BaCkgRound 29: Ezekiel 2:8-3:3

Ezekiel 2:8–3:3    As for you, son of man, listen to what I am 
saying to you: Do not rebel like that rebellious house! Open your 
mouth and eat what I am giving you.” 2:9 Then I looked and realized 
a hand was stretched out to me, and in it was a written scroll. 2:10 
He unrolled it before me, and it had writing on the front and back; 
written on it were laments, mourning, and woe. 3:1 He said to me, 
“Son of man, eat what you see in front of you–eat this scroll–and 
then go and speak to the house of Israel.” 3:2 So I opened my mouth 
and he fed me the scroll. 3:3 He said to me, “Son of man, feed your 
stomach and fill your belly with this scroll I am giving to you.” So I ate 
it, and it was sweet like honey in my mouth. 

•  10:8-10 Take and Eat

•  10:10 Sweet/Bitter

•  10:11 “You must prophesy again…”

5.5 John measures the Temple and Two Witnesses appear 
(11:1-14)

Revelation 11:1  Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, 

and I was told, “Get up and measure the temple of God, and the altar, 

and the ones who worship there. 11:2 But do not measure the outer 

courtyard of the temple; leave it out, because it has been given to the 



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-2019124

Gentiles, and they will trample on the holy city for forty-two months. 

11:3 And I will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for 

1,260 days, dressed in sackcloth. 

•  11:1 Measure the Temple… 
See Ezekiel 40-42 
 
Which Temple is this?

In ThE BaCkgRound 30:  The Tabernacle and Temples 
The Bible mentions several “temples”:

1. The Heavenly Temple (where the Lord-God dwells) 
This is actual Temple that all other earthly temples were 
based on. Moses was given the pattern of the Tabernacle 
based on this temple (Hebrews 8:5, Exodus 25:40). It 
is also the temple where Jesus offered the blood of His 
sacrifice (Hebrews 9:11).

2. The Tabernacle was built by the Israelites at the 
beginning of their Wilderness wanderings through 
instructions given to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

3. Solomon’s Temple was built by the orders of King 
Solomon at the high point of Israel’s Kingdom era. This 
temple was utterly destroyed by the Babylonians led by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586BC. 

4. The Restored Temple/Herod’s Temple (often referred 
to as the Second Temple) was the Temple rebuilt when 
the Israelites were allowed to return to the land by the 
Persians in 539BC. It was renovated by Herod beginning 
around 1BC and would have been the Temple Jesus 
taught in. It was destroyed by the Romans under General 
Titus in AD70. To this day, a Temple has not been rebuilt 
in Jerusalem. 
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5. The Temple of the End Times/Millennial Temple  
Jesus assumes in His teaching on the “signs of the end” 
that there will be a Temple in existence in the Last Days. 
Paul also makes this same assumption in 2 Thessalonians 
2:4 when he states that the “Man of Lawlessness” will 
sit in the Sanctuary/Temple and proclaim Himself to be 
God. This is probably the same event that Jesus refers to 
as the “abomination of desolation” in Matthew 24:15. 
This is the Temple that John is measuring in this passage. 
This Temple of the end times may be renovated to be the 
Temple that Ezekiel sees in his grand vision of chapters 
40-42. 

•  11:2 “given to the Gentiles/Nations…they will trample” 
 
Luke 21:20-24  “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that its desolation has come near.…23 
For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath against 
this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and 
be led away as captives among all nations. Jerusalem will 
be trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.”

•  11:2, 3  Forty Two months, 1,260 day 
 
see Daniel 9.24-27; 12.7 
 
3 1/2 years = 42 months = 1260 days 

Revelation 11:4  (These [witnesses] are the two olive trees and the 

two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.) 11:5 If 

anyone wants to harm them, fire comes out of their mouths and 

completely consumes their enemies. If anyone wants to harm 
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them, they must be killed this way. 11:6 These two have the power 

to close up the sky so that it does not rain during the time they are 

prophesying. They have power to turn the waters to blood and to 

strike the earth with every kind of plague whenever they want. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 31:  Zechariah 4:1-14 

Zechariah 4:1-14  The angelic messenger who had been 
speaking with me then returned and woke me, as a person is 
wakened from sleep. 2 He asked me, “What do you see?” I replied, 
“I see a menorah of pure gold with a receptacle at the top and seven 
lamps, with fourteen pipes going to the lamps. 3 There are also two 
olive trees beside it, one on the right of the receptacle and the other 
on the left.” 4 Then I asked the messenger who spoke with me, “What 
are these, sir?” 5 He replied, “Don’t you know what these are?” So I 
responded, “No, sir.” 6 Therefore he told me, “These signify the word 
of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by strength and not by power, but 
by my Spirit,’ says the LORD who rules over all.” 7 “What are you, 
you great mountain? Because of Zerubbabel you will become a level 
plain! And he will bring forth the temple capstone with shoutings of 
‘Grace! Grace!’ because of this.”  
 8 Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me as follows: 
9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundations of this temple, 
and his hands will complete it.” Then you will know that the LORD 
who rules over all has sent me to you. 10 For who dares make light 
of small beginnings? These seven eyes will joyfully look on the tin 
tablet in Zerubbabel’s hand. (These are the eyes of the LORD, which 
constantly range across the whole earth.)  
 11 Next I asked the messenger, “What are these two olive 
trees on the right and the left of the menorah?” 12 Before he could 
reply I asked again, “What are these two extensions of the olive 
trees, which are emptying out the golden oil through the two golden 
pipes?” 13 He replied, “Don’t you know what these are?” And I said, 
“No, sir.” 14 So he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand 
by the Lord of the whole earth.”
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•  11:4 Two Witnesses, Two Olive Trees, Two Lampstands 
 
Who are the Witnesses? 
 
1. Symbolic of adequate testimony displayed in the church 
(based on Deuteronomy19:15) 
 
2. Unknown, but real men 
 
3. Enoch and Elijah (Tertullian) 
 
4. Moses and Elijah (S. L. Johnson; R. H. Charles) 
 
5. Symbols of the martyrs of the Church ( Jerusalem, the Holy 
city = city of the world in opposition to God) 
 
6. Jewish Church/Gentile Church united (Lohmeyer). 

•  11:5-6 The Powers of the Witnesses 
 

Revelation 11:7  When they have completed their testimony, the beast 

that comes up from the abyss will make war on them and conquer 

them and kill them. 11:8 Their corpses will lie in the street of the 

great city that is symbolically called Sodom and Egypt, where their 

Lord was also crucified. 11:9 For three and a half days those from 

every people, tribe, nation, and language will look at their corpses, 

because they will not permit them to be placed in a tomb. 11:10 And 

those who live on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate, 

even sending gifts to each other, because these two prophets had 

tormented those who live on the earth. 
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•  11:7  The beast from the Abyss…

•  11:8 “… the city that is symbolically called Sodom and 
Egypt”

•  11:9 for three and a half days

•  11:10 the celebration at the death of the witnesses

Revelation 11:11  But after three and a half days a breath of life from 

God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and tremendous 

fear seized those who were watching them. 11:12 Then they heard 

a loud voice from heaven saying to them: “Come up here!” So the 

two prophets went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies 

stared at them. 11:13 Just then a major earthquake took place and a 

tenth of the city collapsed; seven thousand people were killed in the 

earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of 

heaven. 

 11:14 The second woe has come and gone; the third is 

coming quickly.

•  11:11 the revival of the Witnesses

•  11:12 “Come up here!”

•  11:13 Earthquake and 10th of city collapses
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•  11:13 “gave glory to the God of Heaven…”

•  11:14 “the second woe is past…”

5.6 The Seventh Trumpet is blown and heralds the arrival 
of the Kingdom (11:15-19)

Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there 

were loud voices in heaven saying: 

 “The kingdom of the world  

 has become the kingdom of our Lord  

 and of his Christ,  

 and he will reign for ever and ever.” 

11:16 Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones 

before God threw themselves down with their faces to the ground 

and worshiped God 11:17 with these words:  

 “We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,  

 the one who is and who was, 

 because you have taken your great power 

 and begun to reign.  

11:18 The nations were enraged, but your wrath has come, and the 

time has come for the dead to be judged, and the time has come to 

give to your servants,  the prophets, their reward, as well as to the 

saints and to those who revere your name, both small and great, and 

the time has come to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 

 11:19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and 
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the ark of his covenant was visible within his temple. And there were 

flashes of lightning, roaring, crashes of thunder, an earthquake, and a 

great hailstorm. 

•  11:15 The Kingdom Comes

•  11:16 The Worship of the Elders: “You have begun to reign”

•  11:18 Your wrath has come…

•  11:18 The time has come… 
 
to judge the dead 
 
to reward the prophets 
 
to reward the saints 
 
to reward those who revere God’s name 
 
to destroy those who destroy the earth

•  11:19 The Temple and the Ark

•  11:19 Lightning, thunder, earthquake, hailstorm
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Part 7: The dragon and The Beast  
are Revealed

“ It is common to label 12:1–13:8 the heart of the book, for it 
establishes the core theme, the war between God/his people and 
the dragon/his people and between the Lamb and his counterpart, 
the beast. Mol (1981: 131) properly labels this “international myth,” 
because stories resembling this can be found in virtually every 
religion of the ancient world. In Egypt the mother goddess Isis 
is pursued by the red dragon Set or Typhon and flees to an island, 
where she gives birth to the sun god, Horus. In Ugaritic myth the 
storm god Baal defeats the seven-headed serpent Leviathan and sets 
up his kingdom. In Mesopotamia, Marduk, the god of light, kills 
the seven-headed dragon Tiamat, who had thrown down a third 
of the stars. In Greco-Roman myth, the goddess Leto, pregnant 
with Apollo, is pursued by the dragon Python. She is rescued by 
Poseidon, who places her in safety on an island. After Apollo is 
born, he slays Python. … The main question is why John would 
tell the story in mythical form. Yet this is not unusual in a biblical 
context. Titles of other gods are applied to Yahweh in the OT, like 
“the rider on the clouds” (a title of Baal) of Ps. 68:4, in order to say 
that God has conquered the other gods and taken their names. The 
story of Jesus the stranger who meets the two disciples on the road 
to Emmaus in Luke 24:13–35 is deliberately given a form similar to 
another Apollo myth. The purpose of this is evangelistic, to say 
that what the Greeks have known only as myth has now been 
actualized in history. One could say that the NT “demythologizes” 
Greco-Roman myth by historicizing it. What the pagans longed 
for in their myths has now become true in Jesus. Therefore, the 
form is both deliberate and brilliant, using what has in our time been 
called a “redemptive analogy” to present the gospel in such a way 
as to capture the interest and hearts of the non-Christian reader. 
(Osborne, 454)
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5.7 The Sign of the Woman and the Dragon appear  
(12:1-6)

Revelation 12:1  Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 

clothed with the sun, and with the moon under her feet, and on her 

head was a crown of twelve stars. 12:2 She was pregnant and was 

screaming in labor pains, struggling to give birth.  

 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge red 

dragon that had seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were 

seven diadem crowns. 12:4 Now the dragon’s tail swept away a third 

of the stars in heaven and hurled them to the earth. Then the dragon 

stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that he 

might devour her child as soon as it was born.  

 12:5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a male child, who 

is going to rule over all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was 

suddenly caught up to God and to his throne, 12:6 and she fled into 

the wilderness where a place had been prepared for her by God, so 

she could be taken care of for 1,260 days.

•  12:1 a Great Sign in Heaven… 
 
“In the Gospel of John, σημεῖον [sign] referred to Jesus’ 
miracles as “signposts” of his person, pointers to his nature 
that challenged the reader and called for faith. The “signs” are 
similar in Revelation, referring either to divinely sent symbols 
or great dramas depicting heavenly reality … Here the 
woman and her adversary, the dragon, are “signs” that alert 
the reader to the key conflict of the book.” (Osborne, 456)

•  12:1-2 The Woman 
Clothed in the Sun, Moon at her feet, 12 stars above head 
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The imagery used for the woman here are taken from  
 
1) Joseph’s dreams in Genesis 37:1-9 where the Sun and 
Moon seem to correspond to Jacob and Leah and the 11 stars 
his brothers, 
 
2) In Jewish literature, the 12 patriarchs were often 
symbolized by 12 stars,  
 
3) Both in Scripture and in Rabbinic literature, the radiance 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars often symbolizes faithful Israel 
(see Exod. Rab. 15.6; Num. 2:4; 9:14; Isa. 60:19–20; Midr. 
Ps. 22.11–12) 
 

•  12:3 The Huge Red Dragon 
See 12:8-9

•  12:3 Seven Heads, Ten Horns

In ThE BaCkgRound 32:  Dragons, Sea Monsters, and Beasts
Beasts with many heads show up in the Scriptures and often in 
Ancient mythology. 

Psalm 74:13–14    
You divided the sea by your might; 
you broke the heads of the sea monsters on the waters.  
74:14  You crushed the heads of Leviathan; 
you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.

In the context of Revelation 12-14, Daniel 7 is probably the most 
important text giving us the foundation to understand what is going 
on: 
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Daniel 7:7–27    “While I was watching in the night visions, 
a fourth beast appeared, frightening and dreadful, and incredibly 
strong, with large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and it 
trampled with its feet whatever was left. It was different from all the 
beasts before it, and it had 10 horns. 7:8 “While I was considering 
the horns, suddenly another horn, a little one, came up among them, 
and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. There were eyes 
in this horn like a man’s, and it had a mouth that spoke arrogantly.  
  7:9 “As I kept watching, thrones were set in place, and the 
Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was white like snow, and 
the hair of His head like whitest wool. His throne was flaming fire; 
its wheels were blazing fire. 7:10 A river of fire was flowing, coming 
out from His presence. Thousands upon thousands served Him; 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was 
convened, and the books were opened.  
  7:11 “I watched, then, because of the sound of the arrogant 
words the horn was speaking. As I continued watching, the beast was 
killed and its body destroyed and given over to the burning fire. 7:12 
As for the rest of the beasts, their authority to rule was removed, but 
an extension of life was granted to them for a certain period of time. 
7:13 I continued watching in the night visions, 
 and I saw One like a son of man 
 coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 He approached the Ancient of Days 
 and was escorted before Him.  
7:14  He was given authority to rule, 
 and glory, and a kingdom; 
 so that those of every people, 
 nation, and language 
 should serve Him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
 that will not pass away, 
 and His kingdom is one 
 that will not be destroyed. 
 7:15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit was deeply distressed within me, 
and the visions in my mind terrified me. 7:16 I approached one of 
those who were standing by and asked him the true meaning of all 
this. So he let me know the interpretation of these things:  
 7:17 ‘These huge beasts, four in number, are four kings who 
will rise from the earth. 7:18 But the holy ones of the Most High will 
receive the kingdom and possess it forever, yes, forever and ever.’  
 7:19 “Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth 
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beast, the one different from all the others, extremely terrifying, with 
iron teeth and bronze claws, devouring, crushing, and trampling 
with its feet whatever was left. 7:20 I also wanted to know about 
the 10 horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, 
before which three fell—the horn that had eyes, and a mouth that 
spoke arrogantly, and that was more visible than the others. 7:21 
As I was watching, this horn waged war against the holy ones and 
was prevailing over them 7:22 until the Ancient of Days arrived and 
a judgment was given in favor of the holy ones of the Most High, 
for the time had come, and the holy ones took possession of the 
kingdom.  
 7:23 “This is what he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth 
kingdom on the earth, different from all the other kingdoms. It will 
devour the whole earth, trample it down, and crush it. 7:24 The 
10 horns are 10 kings who will rise from this kingdom. Another, 
different from the previous ones, will rise after them and subdue 
three kings. 7:25 He will speak words against the Most High and 
oppress the holy ones of the Most High. He will intend to change 
religious festivals and laws, and the holy ones will be handed over 
to him for a time, times, and half a time. 7:26 But the court will 
convene, and his dominion will be taken away, to be completely 
destroyed forever. 7:27 The kingdom, dominion, and greatness of the 
kingdoms under all of heaven will be given to the people, the holy 
ones of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, 
and all rulers will serve and obey Him.’ (HCSB)

•  12:4 A third of the Stars, swept and cast… 
In Revelation, apart from Christ being identified as the 
Morning Star, all other symbolic uses of the term “stars” refers 
to angels/heavenly beings: 1:16, 20; 2:1; 3:1; 9:1

•  12:5 The Son …who will rule over all the nations 
 
“While some have seen in this picture the persecution of the 
saints, it is certainly not that so much as Satan’s attempts to 
kill Jesus, not only after his birth in Bethlehem but also in the 
plots of the Jewish leaders (Mark 3:6) and the attempts to 
arrest and kill him ( John 7:30, 44–48; 8:58–59). The child 
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“about to be born” of the woman is Jesus the Messiah, not the 
people of God. (Osborne, 462)

•  12:5 “caught up”

•  12:6 fled into the wilderness… 1260 days

5.8 The Dragon/Satan is cast from Heaven to the Earth 
(12:7-17)

Revelation 12:7  Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his 

angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels 

fought back. 12:8 But the dragon was not strong enough to prevail, 

so there was no longer any place left in heaven for him and his angels. 

12:9 So that huge dragon—the ancient serpent, the one called the 

devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world—was thrown down 

to the earth, and his angels along with him. 

•  12:7 Michael

In ThE BaCkgRound 33:  Michael, The Great Prince

Daniel 10:13-14 “The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me 
twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help 
me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14 and came to make 
you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. 
For the vision is for days yet to come.”
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Daniel 12:1 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who 
has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such 
as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that 
time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be 
found written in the book.

•  12:8-9 The Dragon, the Ancient Serpent, The Devil, Satan

•  12:9 thrown down to the Earth 
 
When? (See the following verses)

Revelation 12:10  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, 

 “The salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God,  

 and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,  

 because the accuser of our brothers,  

 the one who accuses them day and night before our God,  

 has been thrown down. 

12:11 But they overcame him  

 by the blood of the Lamb 

 and by the word of their testimony, 

 and they did not love their lives so much  

   that they were afraid to die. 

12:12 Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in them! 

 But woe to the earth and the sea  

 because the devil has come down to you!  

 He is filled with terrible anger,  

 for he knows that he only has a little time!” 
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•  12:10 The Song in Heaven

•  12:11 But They overcame him… 
 
by the blood of the Lamb 
 
by the word of their testimony 
 
and they did not love their lives 
 
and they were not afraid to die

•  12:12 Heavens rejoice! Woe to the Earth and the Sea

•  12:12 …he knows that he only has a little time

Revelation 12:13  Now when the dragon realized that he had been 

thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given 

birth to the male child. 12:14 But the woman was given the two 

wings of a giant eagle so that she could fly out into the wilderness, 

to the place God prepared for her, where she is taken care of—away 

from the presence of the serpent—for a time, times, and half a time.  

•  12:13 the Devil pursues the woman…

•  12:14 the woman given two wings of a giant eagle
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•  12:14 to the wilderness, the place prepared for her

•  12:14 for a time, times, and half a time

Revelation  12:15 Then the serpent spouted water like a river out of his 

mouth after the woman in an attempt to sweep her away by a flood, 

12:16 but the earth came to her rescue; the ground opened up and 

swallowed the river that the dragon had spewed from his mouth. 

12:17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went away 

to make war on the rest of her children, those who keep God’s 

commandments and hold to the testimony about Jesus. 12:18 And 

the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. 

•  12:15 the water from his mouth, like a flood

•  12:16 The Earth comes to rescue…

•  12:17 to make war on the “rest” of the Woman’s children 
 
> those who keep God’s commandments 
 
> and hold to the testimony about Jesus 

•  12:18 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore
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5.9 The Beast rises from the Sea (13:1-10)

Chapter 13 is a continuation of the vision of Chapter 12. Here, 
the Dragon empowers his counterfeit, unholy trinity in his wrath 
against the saints. 

In this section we see two great beasts rising, one from the Sea 
and one from the Land. In Ancient Near Eastern mythology, two 
great beasts were also associated with the sea and land. Leviathan 
(Tiamat) lived in the abysses of the oceans and Behemoth lived in 
the barren places of the earth (See 1 Enoch 60:7-10). Both of these 
beasts are mentioned in Job 40 and 41.

Revelation 13:1   Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had 

ten horns and seven heads, and on its horns were ten diadem crowns, 

and on its heads a blasphemous name. 13:2 Now the beast that I saw 

was like a leopard, but its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was 

like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, 

and great authority to rule. 

•  a beast from the SEA 
 
* in 11:7 we are told the Beast arises from the Abyss. In 
Ancient thought, the abyss was often associated with the 
depths of the Sea; the Sea a symbol for the untamable chaos 
of evil.  
 
 
“The “sea” (θάλασσα) is synonymous with the “abyss” 
(ἄβυσσος), which is the spiritual storehouse of evil, where 
wicked spirits are confined under God’s sovereignty… Yet 
that dark realm of evil encompasses unbelieving people, so 
that the beast may also be seen as having its earthly origin 
from the mass of unregenerate humanity. Similarly, 17:15 
says that the multitudes of reprobate humanity are what is 
represented by “the many waters” on which the whore sits, in 
association with the beast.” (Beale, 684) 
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•  ten horns, seven heads, ten diadem crowns 
 
“This begins another parody or great imitation: While the 
dragon usurps the role of God, the beast from the sea usurps 
the role of Christ (with the second beast or “false prophet,” 
the three become the false trinity in 16:13). That the diadems 
are on the horns of this beast indicates that while the dragon 
is the king of the evil empire, the beast is the military arm of 
the king, a parody of the “seven horns” of the Lamb in 5:6 
(Osborne, 490) 
 
* the ten horns are interpreted by an angel in chapter 17: 
 
Revelation 17:12  The ten horns that you saw 
are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but will 
receive ruling authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 
17:13 These kings have a single intent, and they will give their 
power and authority to the beast. 17:14 They will make war 
with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he 
is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those accompanying 
the Lamb are the called, chosen, and faithful.”

•  a blasphemous name

•  like a leopard, 

•  bear’s feet, 

•  lion’s mouth 
 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 143

In ThE BaCkgRound 34: In the background: Daniel 7

Revelation Daniel
13:1 Then I saw a beast coming up 
out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, and on its horns were 
ten diadem crowns, and on its heads a 
blasphemous name.

7:2-3 Daniel explained: “I was 
watching in my vision during the 
night as the four winds of the sky 
were stirring up the great sea. 3 Then 
four large beasts came up from the 
sea; they were different from one 
another.
7:7 “After these things, as I was 
watching in the night visions a 
fourth beast appeared one dreadful, 
terrible, and very strong. It had two 
large rows of iron teeth. It devoured 
and crushed, and anything that was 
left it trampled with its feet. It was 
different from all the beasts that 
came before it, and it had ten horns.

13:2 Now the beast that I saw was 
like a leopard, but its feet were like a 
bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s 
mouth. The dragon gave the beast his 
power, his throne, and great authority 
to rule.

7:3-6 Then four large beasts came 
up from the sea; they were different 
from one another. 4 “The first one 
was like a lion with eagles’ wings. As 
I watched, its wings were pulled off 
and it was lifted up from the ground. 
It was made to stand on two feet like 
a human being, and a human mind 
was given to it. 5 “Then a second 
beast appeared, like a bear. It was 
raised up on one side, and there 
were three ribs in its mouth between 
its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and 
devour much flesh!’ 6 “After these 
things, as I was watching, another 
beast like a leopard appeared, with 
four bird-like wings on its back. This 
beast had four heads, and ruling 
authority was given to it.
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13:4 they worshiped the dragon 
because he had given ruling authority 
to the beast, and they worshiped the 
beast too, saying: “Who is like the 
beast?” and “Who is able to make war 
against him?”

7:12 As for the rest of the beasts, 
their ruling authority had already 
been removed, though they were 
permitted to go on living for a time 
and a season.

13:5 The beast was given a mouth 
speaking proud words and blasphe-
mies, and he was permitted to exer-
cise ruling authority for forty-two 
months.

7:8 “As I was contemplating the 
horns, another horn a small one 
came up between them, and three of 
the former horns were torn out by 
the roots to make room for it. This 
horn had eyes resembling human 
eyes and a mouth speaking arrogant 
things.
7:25 He will speak words against the 
Most High. He will harass the holy 
ones of the Most High continual-
ly. His intention will be to change 
times established by law. They will 
be delivered into his hand For a 
time, times, and half a time.

13:6 So the beast opened his mouth 
to blaspheme against God to blas-
pheme both his name and his dwell-
ing place, that is, those who dwell in 
heaven.

7:25 see above

13:7 The beast was permitted to go 
to war against the saints and conquer 
them. He was given ruling authority 
over every tribe, people, language, 
and nation,

7:14 To him was given ruling 
authority, honor, and sovereignty. 
All peoples, nations, and language 
groups were serving him. His 
authority is eternal and will not 
pass away. His kingdom will not be 
destroyed.
7:21 While I was watching, that 
horn began to wage war against the 
holy ones and was defeating them,

•  The Dragon gives power, throne, authority 
 
* here too we have another deceptive counterfeit of 
the LORD-God with the Dragon giving the Beast his 
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empowerment. Throughout Revelation, it is the LORD-God 
who grants ability and authority, even to the forces of chaos, 
and so shows His sovereign oversight over all things. See 6:2, 
4, 8, 11; 7:2; 8:2, 3; 9:1, 3, 5; 11:1, 2; 12:14; 13:5, 7, 14, 15; 
16:8; 19:8; 20:4. The authority of the Dragon and the Beast is 
only temporary - both will be destroyed by Christ.   
 
> power is often associated with the performing of miracles  
 
 
> throne is the Beast’s dominion, he is given “sovereignty” 
over this world by the “god of this world/age” (see 2 
Corinthians 4:4) 
 
> authority speaks to the ability of the Beast to compel 
worldwide worship

“ There is little doubt that for John the beast was the Roman Empire as 
persecutor of the church. It was that spirit of imperial power which 
claimed a religious sanction for its gross injustices. Yet the beast is 
more than the Roman Empire. John’s vision grew out of the details 
of his own historical situation, but its compete fulfillment awaits 
the final denouement (wrapping up) of human history. The beast 
has always been, and will be in a final intensified manifestation, the 
deification of secular authority.” (Mounce, 251)

“ The main difference with Dan. 7 is that there the four beasts are 
consecutive empires while here they describe one being. In short, 
this beast is a composite of all the beasts or empires throughout 
human history that have stood against God and his people (though 
the Antichrist is a person and not just an empire… he embodies 
them all). It is possible that the combination refers to the speed (or 
perhaps the cruelty) of the leopard, the power of the bear (the feet), 
and the terrifying roar of the lion (the mouth), but that is somewhat 
speculative. The major point is that this beast sums up all that have 
gone before it.” (Osborne, 492)

•  Who is this Beast? 
Beast = A Man representing an Empire
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In ThE BaCkgRound 35:  The Man of Lawlessness, The Antichrist, The Beast
 
In the Scriptures, The Beast of Revelation is the culmination of 
prophecies beginning with Daniel and ending with John. The 
Beast is given many different titles and descriptions in the Hebrew 
and Greek Scriptures: the Little Horn (Daniel 7:8), the King 
of Bold Face (Daniel 8:23), the Coming Prince (Daniel 9:26), 
the one who makes desolate (Daniel 9:27), the Willful King 
(Daniel 11:36), the Man of Sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3), the Son of 
Destruction/Perdition (2 Thessalonians 2:3), the Lawless One 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8), the Antichrist (1 John 2:22), and the Beast 
(Revelation 11:7). We can summarize the character and work of the 
Antichrist with the following points: 

•  The Beast/Antichrist will be a gentile from the people of the 
Old Roman Empire (see Daniel 9:26-27; Revelation 17:8ff).

•  The Beast/Antichrist, “the coming Prince” will make a 
covenant with Israel which will mark the beginning of 
Daniel’s Seventieth Seven (see Daniel 9:27)

•  In the middle of the Seventieth Seven, the Beast/Antichrist 
will break the covenant and commit the “abomination that 
brings desolation” (see Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11; Matthew 
24:15)

•  The Beast/Antichrist will be killed and brought back to life 
(see Daniel 11:45b; Revelation 13:3,12)

•  The Beast/Antichrist will claim to be god (see 2 
Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:6) 

•  The Beast/Antichrist will come to power through the 
empowerment of Satan (see 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)
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•  The Antichrist/Beast will be given authority to rule on earth 
for 42 months (1,260 days, time, times and half a time, 3 1/2 
years) (see Daniel 7:25, 12:5-7; Revelation 13:5).

•  The Antichrist/Beast will conquer the Saints and be given 
dominion over this World for a short time (see Revelation 
13:7)

•  The Beast/Antichrist will be assisted by a Second Beast/the 
False Prophet who will perform “miraculous” feats with the 
authority of Satan and the Beast (see Revelation 13:11ff.)

•  The Beast/Antichrist will be destroyed by Jesus at His 
glorious return (see Daniel 9:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; 
Revelation 19:20).

There are 4 major passages that outline the career of the Beast/
Antichrist in the NT: 

•  In Jesus’ teaching of the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 
and particularly Mark 13:14, he makes reference to the 
“abomination that causes desolation” of Daniel 9. In the Mark 
reference, He emphasizes that this is a person committing the  
blasphemy. 

•  In 2 Thessalonians, Paul outlines the future career of the 
Lawless One:  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 
Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day (the coming of 
the Lord) will not arrive until the rebellion comes and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. 4 He opposes and 
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, and 
as a result he takes his seat in God’s temple, displaying himself as 
God.  
      5 Surely you recall that I used to tell you these things while I 
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was still with you. 6 And so you know what holds him back, so 
that he will be revealed in his own time.  
 7 For the hidden power of lawlessness is already at work.  
However, the one who holds him back will do so until he is taken 
out of the way, 8 and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord will destroy by the breath of his mouth and wipe out by 
the manifestation of his arrival.  
      9 The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working 
with all kinds of miracles and signs and false wonders, 10 and 
with every kind of evil deception directed against those who are 
perishing, because they found no place in their hearts for the 
truth so as to be saved. 11 Consequently God sends on them a 
deluding influence so that they will believe what is false. 12 And 
so all of them who have not believed the truth but have delighted 
in evil will be condemned.

•  John is the only NT writer who uses the term “Antichrist.” In 
his letters, he sees the False teachers of his time preceding the 
way of THE Antichrist who will come in the Last Days: 
 
1 John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard 
that the antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have 
appeared. We know from this that it is the last hour.  
 
1 John 2:22 Who is the liar but the person who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the person who 
denies the Father and the Son.  
 
1 John 4:3  …but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is 
not from God, and this is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you have heard is coming, and now is already in the world. 
 
2 John 1:7  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, 
people who do not confess Jesus as Christ coming in the flesh. 
This person is the deceiver and the antichrist!

•  Finally, in the last half of Revelation the BEAST is revealed 
as the culmination and fulfillment of all these threads of 
prophecy.



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 149

In ThE BaCkgRound 36: Daniel’s Fourth Kingdom
Both in Nebuchadnezzar’s statue dream of Daniel 2 and Daniel’s 
vision of the Four Beasts in chapter 7, the fourth king/kingdom is 
immediately followed by the coming of the Eternal Kingdom. This 
seems to indicate that the fourth king/kingdom is one that spans 
time from the days of Daniel until the End of the Age. 

“Various Jewish exegetical traditions understood Daniel’s 
fourth kingdom as transtemporal. In 4 Ezra 12:12–13 God tells 
the seer that the interpretation given to Daniel that the fourth 
kingdom was Greece is not wrong but that now that kingdom is to 
be identified as Rome. Midr. Rab. Gen. 76.6 applies the horns of the 
fourth kingdom in Dan. 7:8 to various empires: the eastern Pal-
myran-Roman kingdom under the reign of Odaenathus, Babylon, 
Persia (Media), Greece, and Rome. The same midrash goes on to 
state that Dan. 7:2ff. “informs us that every nation that rules in the 
world hates Israel and subjugates them.” The ten horns of Dan. 7:7 
are taken by Midr. Pss. 75.5 to prove “that the [heathen] nations 
of the world are symbolized by the beasts described in Daniel, 
and that as long as the horns of the wicked endure, the horns 
of Israel remain cut off.” One rabbinic tradition says that the only 
Egyptian survivor at the Red Sea was Pharaoh, who then became in 
turn the king of Nineveh and of Babylon, who became Antiochus, 
Titus, and Justinian; “until the end of the world he will bear a thou-
sand names, for like Israel, Israel’s enemy is eternal.” (Beale, 687)

Revelation 13:3  One of the beast’s heads appeared to have been killed, 

but the lethal wound had been healed. And the whole world followed 

the beast in amazement; 13:4 they worshiped the dragon because he 

had given ruling authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast 

too, saying: “Who is like the beast?” and “Who is able to make war 

against him?” “appeared to have been killed, the wound healed”  
 
This description of the Beast highlights the imitation and 
counterfeit of Christ 
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> Just like the Lamb in 5:6 he appears to have been killed 
 
> In 13:14 we learn that the wound was caused by a sword, often 
used as a symbol of Roman Authority 
 
> The Beast’s mortal wound has been “healed” and in 13:14 even 
though mortally wounded, the Beast now “lives” - same language 
used of Jesus’ resurrection in 2:8  
 
> The people of the Earth are “amazed” by the Beast’s powers just 
as the crowds were with Jesus (see Matthew 8:27; 9:33; 15:31; 
Mark 5:20) 
 
“Indeed, there are so many parallels between the description of 
the beast in ch. 13 and that of Christ elsewhere in the Apocalypse 
that it is clear that John intends to identify the beast with the 
grand nemesis himself rather than with just one emperor or 
even one historical empire. Both Christ and the beast (1) have 
swords, (2) have followers who have their names written on their 
foreheads (13:16–14:1), (3) have horns (5:6; 13:1, 11), (4) are 
slain (5:6; 13:3, 8: σφάζω), (5) rise to new life and are given new 
authority, (6) have authority over “every tribe, tongue, people, 
and nation” (5:9; 7:9; 13:7; 17:12, 15), and (6) receive universal 
worship (cf. 5:8–14; 13:4, 8). (Beale, 690–691) 
 
 
* Not quite dead…The Nero Legend (Nero Redivivus) 
 
“Due to his terrible reign, Nero was censured by the senate on 
June 8, A.D. 68, and was declared an enemy of Rome. The next 
day at his villa on the outskirts of Rome, he took his life by 
plunging a dagger into his neck (cf. Rev. 13:14). Many refused to 
believe he had died, and by the late 80s a legend became popular 
that he was still alive (some forms of the story had him coming 
back from the dead) and living in Parthia, preparing an army of 
Parthians to invade and retake his throne. Several impostors tried 
to come to power by claiming to be Nero. During Domitian’s 
reign, one almost succeeded, but Domitian talked the Parthians 
into executing the man (Tacitus, History 2.8; Suetonius, Nero 
57; cf. Yarbro Collins 1976: 176–83; Bauckham 1993b: 423–31; 
Aune 1998a: 738–40). The main problem with this is the thought 
that John believed the myth and thought Nero was the Antichrist. 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 151

However, that is not necessary. Just as God fashioned the woman, 
dragon, and child vision (12:1–6) after the Apollo legend and so 
on, so he fashioned the vision of the beast after the Nero legend. 
Neither is true, but the form becomes a “redemptive analogy” 
to tell the readers that what they knew as legend would become 
history. The beast was not Nero but a Nero-like figure. Moreover, 
while it was “one of the heads” that died in 13:3, in 13:14 it is “the 
beast” himself that is “wounded by the sword and yet lived.” Thus, 
it is the Antichrist himself and not just one of the kings that is 
killed.” (Osborne, 496–497)

In ThE BaCkgRound 37:  Head Wounds and Swords
The wounding of the Beast’s head clearly links to the first prophetic 
reference in the Scriptures to the destruction of the Serpent:  
 
“The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 
your life. 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring;  
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  
(Genesis 3:14-15) 
 
Also, Isaiah speaks of the judgment of Leviathan - the prototypical 
serpent/beast from the sea in the Hebrew Scriptures: 
 
“For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose 
the blood shed on it, and will no more cover its slain. In that day 
the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish 
Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, 
and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea.” (Isaiah 26:21-27:1)

•  Worship of The Dragon and the Beast 
 
“The church of John’s day would have again thought of 
the imperial cult, “the throne of Satan” (Rev. 2:13), and 
of emperors like Caligula, Nero, and especially Domitian, 
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who demanded to be worshiped as gods. They also would 
have thought of the Nicolaitan cult, with its participation is 
such evil worship (2:6, 14–15, 20–25). Further, to worship 
the beast (or the emperor) is to worship the satanic power 
behind him, for demonic forces at all times stand behind idol 
worship.” (Osborne, 497) 
 
“Deification of secular power is in fact worship of Satan.” 
(Mounce, 253)

•  “Who is like the Beast?… 
 
“The expression of Satanic incomparability is an ironic use of OT 
phraseology applied to Yahweh (cf. esp. Exod. 8:10; 15:11; Deut. 
3:24; Isa. 40:18, 25; 44:7; 46:5; Pss. 35:10; 71:19; 86:8; 89:8; 
113:5; Mic. 7:18). This is a further attempt at Satanic imitation of 
God. (Beale, 694)

Revelation 13:5  The beast was given a mouth speaking proud words 

and blasphemies, and he was permitted to exercise ruling authority 

for forty-two months. 13:6 So the beast opened his mouth to 

blaspheme against God—to blaspheme both his name and his 

dwelling place, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

•  was given… , was permitted 
 
“This section centers on the key word ἐδόθη (edothē, there was 
given), which as we have often seen (6:2, 4, 8, 11; 7:2; 8:2, 3; 
9:1, 3, 5; 11:1, 2; 12:14) is a divine passive demonstrating divine 
control over all things, including the forces of evil. Neither Satan 
nor the beast can do a single thing without permission from God. 
This verb occurs in three places in this paragraph, and therefore 
there are three major activities of the beast that God allows it 
to do: blaspheme (13:5–6, where it occurs twice), conquer the 
saints (13:7a), and control the nations, causing them to worship 
him (13:7b–8).” (Osborne, 498)
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•  a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies 
 
blasphemy = to slander or abuse; in this context, as in others, it 
points to usurping worship that is due to the Lord-God alone. 
 
see 13:2 “a mouth like a lion” 
 
see Daniel 7:6-8 where the “Little Horn” speaks likewise 
 
Daniel 11:36 And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt 
himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak 
astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till 
the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be 
done. 

•  permitted to rule (given authority) 
In 13:2 it was the Dragon that gave the Beast great authority; 
what is emphasized here is that all authority is granted by the 
Lord-God. Not even the Dragon/Devil has true and final 
authority in and of Himself. 

•  for 42 months 
 
3 1/2 Years = 42 Months (Rev 11:2)= 1260 Days  (Rev 11:3, 
12:6) = “Time, times, half a time” (Rev 12:4) 
 
“When all these references are put together, the beast has 
authority during this final brief period to “trample the holy 
city” (11:2) and persecute the saints (13:7) even while they 
are protected by God (12:6, 14) and the two witnesses both 
prophesy and triumph over the forces of evil (12:3). The death of 
the two witnesses and the conversion of some among the nations 
will end this God-appointed period, and then the eschaton will 
arrive (see on 11:11–13). (Osborne, 499) 
 
“Bauckham …demonstrates the close relationship between 
Asc. Isa. 4.2–13 [Martydom and Ascension of Isaiah - a 
pseudepigraphical (the author claimed to be Isaiah) Jewish-
Christian text from the 2nd Century AD], which centers on 
Nero as the Antichrist, and Rev. 13. That passage says Beliar 
will “descend … in the form of a man, a lawless king” (cf. Rev. 
13:1), who will “persecute the plant that the twelve apostles 
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of the Beloved have planted” (cf. Rev. 13:7). He “will say, ‘I am 
the Lord and before me there was no one’” (cf. Rev. 13:6), with 
the result that “all people in the world will believe in him” (cf. 
Rev. 13:8), and “he will rule for three years and seven months 
and twenty-seven days” (cf. Rev. 13:5, 12). Thus, there was a 
common apocalyptic tradition in the early church in which 
the Antichrist would claim divinity for himself but wield 
authority only for a short time as God so wills it. (Osborne, 
499)

•  His name and dwelling place, those who live in Heaven 
Here John uses the term “skēnē” from the root “to dwell” and is 
the Greek term used to refer to God’s Tabernacle - His dwelling 
place. In his Gospel, it is the term he uses to describe The Word 
becoming flesh and dwelling/tabernacling among us (1:14). In 
Revelation 21:3 this thread of development going all the way 
back to Genesis 2 and the Garden in Eden, comes to fulfillment 
as God dwells with His people, and they with Him, in the New 
Creation.  
 
“In other words, God’s heavenly tabernacle is not just a place 
but a people, and to blaspheme his people is to blaspheme 
his place.”(Osborne, 500)

Revelation 13:7  The beast was permitted to go to war against the 

saints and conquer them. He was given ruling authority over every 

tribe, people, language, and nation, 13:8 and all those who live on 

the earth will worship the beast, everyone whose name has not 

been written since the foundation of the world in the book of life 

belonging to the Lamb who was killed/slain (alternate translation: 

everyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life belonging to 

the Lamb that was slaughtered from the foundation of the world.). 

•  permitted to go to war against the saints… 
 
In 11:7 The Beast goes to war against the Two Witnesses and 
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kills them. This pattern is repeated here, but with the “Saints” 
in general. This too has been foreseen by Daniel: 
 
Daniel 7:25  
He shall speak words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 
and shall think to change the times and the law; 
 and they shall be given into his hand 
for a time, times, and half a time.” 
 
>> Who are The Saints in Revelation? 
 
> in 5:8 and 8:3, 5 their prayers are represented by the incense 
going up before the Lord-God 
 
> in 11:18 they are rewarded along with the Prophets and all 
“who fear God’s name” 
 
> in 13:10 they are called to persevere in knowledge of death 
and captivity 
 
> in 14:12 they are those who keep God’s commands and 
have faith in Jesus in light of the eternal destruction of those 
who worship the Beast 
 
> in 16:6 their blood was poured out by the wicked 
 
> in 17:6 the Great Harlot is drunk on their blood and on the 
blood of Jesus’ witnesses 
 
> in 18:20 they are called to rejoice at the destruction of the 
Great Harlot 
 
> in 18:24 Babylon is guilty of their blood 
 
> in 19:8 the “righteous acts of the Saints” are the fine linen of 
the Bride of the Lamb 
 
> in 20:9 they are an encampment in Jerusalem, at the end of 
the 1000 year reign of Christ 
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•  …and to conquer them 
 
In 11:7 the Beast also goes to war against the Two Witnesses, 
conquers them and kills them… 
 
BUT we must remember how the Saints conquer in 
Revelation: 
 
Revelation 12:10–11   
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 
the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God. 12:11 And they have conquered 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
 
“In the very act by which the beast believes he has conquered 
the believers, namely their martyrdom, 12:11 tells us that 
they “conquer him” by “the word of their testimony; they 
did not love their lives even to the point of death” (see also 
15:2). This is one of the basic paradoxes of the book—as 
the dragon and the beast conquer the saints, they are 
conquered by the saints. This replicates the defeat of 
Satan by Christ. When Satan plotted the death of Christ 
and entered Judas in order to place Christ on the cross, he 
was sealing his own fate. As he “conquered” Christ, he was 
“conquered by Christ.” When the saints enter “the fellowship 
of his suffering” (Phil. 3:10), they share his ultimate victory 
through seeming defeat.” (Osborne,  501) 
 
Also, in the parallel passage in Daniel, we are told that the 
Saints will ultimately receive the Kingdom as the Lord-God 
issues judgment in their favor: 
 
Daniel 7:21–22 
As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and prevailed 
over them, 7:22 until the Ancient of Days came, and 
judgment was given for the saints of the Most High, and the 
time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.
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•  authority/power over “every tribe, people, language, and nation” 
this phrase appears 7 times in Revelation (5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 
11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15) and it generally refers to the 
unbelieving nations that oppose the LORD and persecute His 
people

•  “all who live/dwell on the earth will worship” 
These verses are a parody of Daniel 7:14 where all authority is 
given to the Son of Man and all the nations will worship Him! 
 
Throughout Revelation, the phrase “those who dwell on the 
Earth” refers only to the wicked and they are contrasted to 
“those who dwell in heaven” - God’s people.  
 
“Of the eleven times “inhabitants of the earth” occurs in the 
Apocalypse (3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10 [twice]; 13:8, 12, 14 
[twice]; 17:2, 8), this is the only passage to stress that “all” 
the earth-dwellers were involved, thus stressing the universal 
nature of the worship. Moreover, while aorists [a verb tense]
have predominated in 13:5–7, John switches to the future 
tense προσκυνήσουσιν here to stress the futurity of the 
event. The universality of the worship was not fulfilled in the 
imperial cult or any situation in John’s day. As Aune (1998a: 
746) states, “This cannot then refer to any situation in the 
past or present but must refer to the eschatological future 
when the rule of the beast will include the entire known 
world.” (Osborne, 502)

•  “everyone whose name has not been written” 
the grammar here emphasizes the singular, the individual - 
“each and everyone” 

•  the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb who was slain 
The “book of life” appears in 3:5; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27 and 
refers to Christ’s register of true believers. 
 
“The Lamb” is the major title for Christ in Revelation 
appearing 28 times. He is the Lamb who was slain 
emphasizing the reality that His sacrificial death is the very 
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thing that makes Him worthy of worship and rule (see 5:6) 
and also secures His people’s eternal life.  
 
“Thus, the final victory does not belong to Armageddon or 
the final battle of 20:7–10. Those are simply the last acts of 
defiance by an already defeated enemy. No, the final victory 
was achieved on the cross by the Lamb of God.” (Osborne, 
503)

In ThE BaCkgRound 38:  The Books in Heaven
Several passages in the Bible refer to “books” that are kept in Heaven 
as records of Earthly matters.

• The “Book of Days” that records the course of a person’s life; 
this may be linked with the book that records the Psalmists 
sufferings: 
 
Psalm 139:16   
Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
in your book were written, every one of them, 
the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them. 
 
Psalm 56:8 
You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. 
Are they not in your book?

• The Book of Life/The Living that records those who are 
currently alive on Earth; the first mention of this book comes in 
Exodus 32:31-33: 
“So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people 
has sinned a great sin. They have made for themselves gods of 
gold. 32:32 But now, if you will forgive their sin—but if not, 
please blot me out of your book that you have written.” 32:33 
But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, 
I will blot out of my book. 
 
Psalm 69:28  Let them (the wicked)be blotted out of the book of 
the living; let them not be enrolled among the righteous. (ESV)
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• The Book of the Righteous which records all those who belong 
to the LORD-God (see Psalm 69 above) 
 
Daniel 12:1 “At that time (the last days) shall arise Michael, the 
great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation 
till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 
(ESV)

• THE Book of Life/Eternal Life /The Lamb’s Book of Life - as 
in this passage, it records those who have eternal life in Christ. 
All of the references to the specific “Lambs book of Life” book 
are found only in Revelation. In the New Testament a reference 
to the Book of Life is found in Philippians 4:3: 
 
Philippians 4:3  
“Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, who 
have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with 
Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in 
the book of life.”

• “Books” will be present on the Day of Judgment probably refer-
encing all of the above.  
 
Daniel 7:9–10  As I looked, thrones were placed, and the 
Ancient of Days took his seat; … the court sat in judgment, and 
the books were opened. (ESV) 
 
Revelation 20:12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had done.

13:8 - A translational issue 
In 13:8 there is some debate over how to translate this sentence. 
The first is to follow the plain word order of the Greek: 
“… everyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life 
belonging to the lamb that was slaughtered from the foundation 
of the world.” Here the point is that Christ’s death was part of 
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God’s eternal purposes and decrees and His salvation work 
was predetermined before Creation. Peter makes a similar 
statement: 
 
1 Peter 1:18–21 …knowing that you were ransomed from the 
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold, 1:19  but with the precious blood 
of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 1:20  He 
was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 
made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 1:21  
who through him are believers in God, who raised him from 
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
God. (ESV) 
 
 
The other option is to take the phrase “before the foundation 
of the world” modifying the writing of the names in the book 
of life as this NET translation has done. This phrase appears 
again in 17:8 with this sense:  
 
Revelation 17:8  (an angel interprets the vision for John) 
“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise 
from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the 
dwellers on earth whose names have not been written 
in the book of life from the foundation of the world will 
marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to 
come.” 
  
A decision is difficult, but it may be best to take the sentence 
at face value (the harder reading) and thus the security of the 
believer is bound to the sacrifice of Christ which is eternal in 
its purpose and planning.

In ThE BaCkgRound 39:  Before the Foundation of the World
“This phrase occurs ten times in the NT and refers to a wide variety 
of things that are at the heart of salvation history: the final kingdom 
(Matt. 25:34), the hidden mysteries (Matt. 13:35), the blood of the 
prophets (Luke 11:50), the Father’s love for the Son (John 17:24), 
the chosen believers (Eph. 1:4), the book of life (Rev. 17:8), and the 
suffering and death of Christ (Heb. 4:3 [“his work”]; 9:26; 1 Pet. 
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1:20; Rev. 13:8).” (Osborne, 504)

Revelation 13:9 If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!  

13:10 If anyone is meant for captivity, 

 into captivity he will go. 

 If anyone is to be killed by the sword,  

 then by the sword he must be killed. 

This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints 

•  If anyone has an ear… 
! notice: unlike Jesus’ exhortation to the 7 Churches, John 
omits the clause “what the Spirit says to the Churches” 
 
 
“By repeating the command to heed from the seven letters, 
the vision addresses not just the saints of the final period 
of history but also believers of John’s day. My position (see 
“Methods of Interpretation” in the introduction) is that these 
futuristic passages must be understood at three levels: the 
saints of the “tribulation period” (the futurist approach), 
the Christians of John’s day (the preterist approach), and 
believers in our own day (the idealist approach). This is 
made explicit here with the repetition of the warning to the 
seven churches. God is here giving instructions regarding 
the conduct of his people in the face of massive persecution. 
He demands that we “open our ears” to hear and obey 
these instructions. To refuse to listen is obviously to invite 
disaster….” (Osborne, 504)

•  destined for captivity, death… 
 
There is a similar passage in Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah 15:2   



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-2019162

And when they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?’ you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus says the LORD:  
‘Those who are for pestilence, to pestilence,  
and those who are for the sword, to the sword;  
those who are for famine, to famine,  
and those who are for captivity, to captivity.’ (ESV) 
 
! However, the context of Jeremiah is very different. There, 
Israel - the chosen nation of God - is being punished for her 
apostasy and idolatry. Here in Revelation, the Saints are 
warned that faithfulness to Christ may lead to persecution and 
even death. 

•  the steadfast/patient endurance and faith of the Saints 
 
endurance - a key virtue of the book: 
 
Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that 
are in Jesus,… 
(see also 2:2, 3, 19; 3:10; 14:12) 
 
faith - “faith” does not occur as many times as (2:13, 19; 
13:10; 14:12) as “faithful” (1:5; 2:10, 13; 3:14; 17:14; 19:11; 
21:5; 22:6). In this context, it is clear that the “faith” of the 
Saints must produce “faithfulness” which is exhibited in 
steadfast endurance.  
 
Again, we keep 12:11 in mind as the definition of what it 
means to overcome in faith and faithfulness:  
 
Revelation 12:11  
And they (the Saints) have conquered him (The Dragon/
Devil) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.
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5.10 A second beast rises from the Earth (13:11-18)

Revelation 13:11  Then I saw another beast coming up from the earth. 

He had two horns like a lamb, but was speaking like a dragon. 13:12 

He exercised all the ruling authority of the first beast on his behalf, 

and made the earth and those who inhabit it worship the first beast, 

the one whose lethal wound had been healed. 

•  The Beast from the Earth: the False Prophet  
See 16:13; 19:20; 20:10 
 
>The four beasts of Daniel 7 represent 4 kings who arrise “out 
of the earth” (Daniel 7:17 
 
“…the evil triumvirate is now complete. As Christ received 
authority from the Father (Matt 11:27), so Antichrist receives 
authority from the dragon (Rev 13:4); and as the Holy Spirit 
glorifies Christ ( John 16:14), so the false prophet glorifies 
the Antichrist (Rev 13:12).” (Mounce, 255)

•  lamb’s horns, dragon’s voice 
 
“This ultimate “false prophet” is probably the one who will 
arise from within the church and lead the “great apostasy” of 
2 Thess. 2:3. First John 2:18 and 4:1–3 speak of the “many 
antichrists” or false teachers that have arisen to spread heresy 
in the church. This second beast will be the ultimate “false 
prophet” who will sum up all the others.” (Osborne, 512) 
 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:1–3   
Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered to be with him, we ask you, brothers and 
sisters, 2:2 not to be easily shaken from your composure or 
disturbed by any kind of spirit or message or letter allegedly 
from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already 
here. 2:3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 
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will not arrive until the rebellion comes and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction. (NET) 
 
1 John 2:18- 4:3   
2:18 Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the 
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have appeared. 
We know from this that it is the last hour. …  
… 4:3 but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God, and this is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have 
heard is coming, and now is already in the world. 
 
“That manifestations of the beastly false prophet occur in 
the church is also suggested by the OT, where false prophecy 
almost always takes place within the covenant community.
This is reinforced by Christ’s prophecy that false prophets and 
messiahs would arise in the believing community itself (Matt. 
24:5, 11 and parallels). Jesus also likened false prophets to 
beasts and foretold that “false prophets” would “come … in 
sheep’s clothing but are inwardly ravenous wolves” (Matt. 
7:15).” (Beale, 707–708)

•  ruled for the first beast

Revelation 13:13  He performed momentous signs, even making fire 

come down from heaven in front of people 13:14 and, by the signs he 

was permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, he deceived those 

who live on the earth. He told those who live on the earth to make 

an image to the beast who had been wounded by the sword, but still 

lived. 13:15 The second beast was empowered to give life (lit. “to give 

breath/spirit”) to the image of the first beast so that it could speak, 

and could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast 

to be killed.  
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•  The miraculous signs > deception 
 
Daniel 11:31–33 
(speaking about Antiochus Epiphanes > future king/Antichrist) 
“And forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary 
fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. And they will 
set up the abomination of desolation. 11:32 “And by smooth 
words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly 
toward the covenant, but the people who know their God 
will display strength and take action. 11:33 “And those who 
have insight among the people will give understanding to the 
many; yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captivity 
and by plunder, for many days.”

•  “in front of people” > “in full view of men/mankind” 
a great public relations spectacle

•  those who dwell on the earth... 
 
“Some mss. read “he deceives mine [τους εμους] who dwell 
on the earth,” which represents an early interpretation 
underscoring that the focus of the deception occurs inside the 
church…(Beale, 710)

•  the image of the beast > brought to life 
 
“While Augustus and Tiberius forbade emperor worship, 
Caligula encouraged it, replacing heads on many statues 
with his own and even trying to set up a statue of himself 
in the Jerusalem temple. After him, only Domitian likewise 
encouraged such worship. At Ephesus a major temple was 
dedicated to Domitian with a statue twenty-two to twenty-
three feet high dominating it. Once again, the Antichrist 
will be the “eighth king” (17:11) who will build on the 
Roman idolatrous practices and take them to their ultimate 
conclusion.” (Osborne, 515) 
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•  those who will not worship will be killed

In ThE BaCkgRound 40:  Daniel 3 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue-Idol
In Daniel 3, Nebuchadnezzar builds a statue 60 cubits tall and 6 
cubits wide on the plains of Babylon (recalling Babel in Genesis 11). 
He then requires all his kingdom to worship before the idol. Just as 
this caused major problems for Daniel and the Jewish people, so also 
the idolatry of the End Times will create great difficulties for the 
faithful. 

Revelation 13:16  He also caused everyone (small and great, rich and 

poor, free and slave ) to obtain a mark on their right hand or on their 

forehead. 13:17 Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless 

he bore the mark of the beast—that is, his name or his number. 

13:18 This calls for wisdom: Let the one who has insight calculate 

the beast’s number, for it is man’s number, and his number is 666.

•  everyone gets a mark… 
 
This is probably a counterfeit parallel to the sealing of the 
144,000 from Israel in Chapter 7

•  right hand, forehead 
 
This parody may have two Hebrew texts in the background: 
Deuteronomy 6:6–8 
“These words I am commanding you today must be kept in 
mind, 6:7 and you must teach them to your children and 
speak of them as you sit in your house, as you walk along 
the road, as you lie down, and as you get up. 6:8 You should 
tie them as a reminder on your forearm and fasten them as 
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symbols on your forehead.” 
 
In Ezekiel 9:4, the faithful are set apart with an angelic mark 
(the Hebrew letter Tau, written like an X or slanted cross): 
“The LORD said to him (the “man” in linen in the vision), 
“Go through the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the 
foreheads of the people who moan and groan over all the 
abominations practiced in it.” 

•  no one can buy or sell… 
 
“There are no neutralities in this war; not to belong to 
Christ is to belong to the beast.” (Osborne, 518) 
 

•  this calls for wisdom, insight… 
What is the number and mark of the Beast? 
 
! The first, primary observation that we make in this verse 
is that this number is a “man’s number” - it refers to a specific 
person.  
 
gematria = ancient practice of assigning numerical values to 
the letters of the alphabet.  
 
The fact that John called for wisdom and insight from his 
readers in the calculation might indicate that the name was one 
that could have been known to them, in their times.  
 
It may be that this wisdom and insight will come in the end 
times, similar to what is said in Daniel: 
 
      He (the “man” in linen) said, “Go your way, Daniel, for 
the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 
Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and 
be refined, but the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of 
the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise shall 
understand. (Daniel 12:9–10)
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“ The solution most commonly accepted today is that 666 is the 
numerical equivalent of Nero Caesar.47 It is held to be supported by 
the variant reading 616, which also yields the name of Nero when 
the Latinized spelling is followed.48 What is not generally stressed is 
that this solution asks us to calculate a Hebrew transliteration of the 
Greek form of a Latin name,49 and that with a defective spelling.…  
 So successful were his (John’s) precautions that even 
Irenaeus some one hundred years later was unable to identify the 
person intended. An additional 1,800 years of conjecture have not 
brought us any closer to a definitive answer.” (Mounce, 262-263)

“ None of the many proposed solutions using gematria is ultimately 
satisfactory because there are so many names, ancient and modern, 
that come to 666. There are so many proposals because it is easy to 
turn a name into a number but hard to deduce the right name from 
a number. Salmon formulated three “rules” that commentators have 
used for making any desired name equal 666: “First, if the proper 
name by itself will not yield it, add a title; secondly, if the sum cannot 
be found in Greek, try Hebrew, or even Latin; thirdly, do not be too 
particular about the spelling.… We cannot infer much from the 
fact that a key fits the lock if it is a lock in which almost any key 
will turn.” (Beale, 720–721) 
 
 
!!! it is interesting to note that the sum of the Greek word for 
“Beast” is 666 when transliterated to Hebrew! 

5.11 The Lamb appears on Zion with 144,000 from the 
nations (14:1-5)

Revelation 14:1  Then I looked, and here was the Lamb standing 

on Mount Zion, and with him were one hundred and forty-four 

thousand, who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 

foreheads. 14:2 I also heard a sound coming out of heaven like the 

sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. Now the 
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sound I heard was like that made by harpists playing their harps, 

14:3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before 

the four living creatures and the elders. No one was able to learn the 

song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been 

redeemed from the earth.  

14:4   These are the ones who have not been defiled with 

women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb 

wherever he goes. These were redeemed from humanity as first-fruits 

to God and to the Lamb, 14:5 and no lie was found on their lips; they 

are blameless.

* In the immediate context, this group of 144,000 stands in con-
trast to the worshipers and followers of the Beast who are doomed.

“ In order to keep before his readers the ultimate reward for their 
endurance, the author of Revelation intersperses glimpses of final 
blessedness among his presentations of judgment. The detailed 
description of the beast and the false prophet in the preceding 
chapter was a somber reminder of what lay in the immediate 
future, suffering and death, with a call to steadfastness. A note of 
encouragement is in order.” (Mounce, 263) 

“ There is considerable debate as to whether this is an earthly scene 
(Swete, R. Charles, Krodel, Michaels, Aune) or a heavenly one 
(Kiddle, Lohmeyer, Lohse, Giesen, Sweet, Mounce). With the 
presence of the “new song” (cf. 5:9) and the parallel in Heb. 12:22 
(“You have come to Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem”), a good 
argument can be made for the heavenly interpretation. The mention 
of the “sound in heaven” in Rev. 14:2 favors the earthly interpretation, 
however, for it differentiates Mount Zion and heaven. Still, the Lamb 
elsewhere is in heaven with the redeemed (7:9), and he does not 
come to earth until the parousia [arrival of Christ](19:11–16). Thus, 
this could be a proleptic vision [envisioning a thing before it actually 
happens] of the millennial reign of the Lamb and the redeemed (so 
Beckwith, Walvoord, Thomas) or perhaps of the New Jerusalem in 
21:1–2 (Ladd 1972: 189–90). Beale (1999: 732) is probably correct 
in saying that “an ‘already-and-not-yet’ end-time view of Zion is in 
mind,” blending past, present, and future aspects. In other words, 
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there is a twofold thrust—it is an earthly scene but anticipates a 
future reality. (Osborne, 524–525)

•  Mount Zion 
In the prophets, this is not just the Temple mount, but the 
future capital of the Kingdom from where the Messiah rules: 
Joel 2:32; Psalm 48:2–11; Isaiah. 2:2; 24:23; Micah. 4:1–8. 
 
>> *It is important to note that in the Joel message, those who are 
on Mt. Zion will escape the great and terrible judgments of the 
Day of the Lord: 
 
Joel 2:30–3:1 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, 
blood and fire and columns of smoke. 2:31 The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 
and awesome day of the LORD comes. 2:32 And it shall 
come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and 
among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. 
33:1 “For behold, in those days and at that time, when I 
restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem,…” 
 
 
 
 
>> In Hebrews 12, Mt. Zion is depicted as the “true 
mountain” of salvation fulfillment: 
 
Hebrews 12:22–24   
12:22 But you (in contrast to the Israelites who were at Mt. 
Sinai/Horeb) have come to Mount Zion and to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 12:23 and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 12:24 and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
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•  144,000 
 
“In chapter 7, 144,000 were sealed against the woes that lay 
ahead (7:4–8). Now the same number stands secure beyond 
that final ordeal. The repetition of the number is not to ensure 
an exact identification between the two groups but to point 
out that not one has been lost. John’s symbols are fluid, and, 
in fact, the number 144,000 of chapter 14 corresponds with 
the innumerable multitude found in the second vision of 
chapter 7. Both portray the full complement of the redeemed 
throughout history.” (Mounce, 265)

•  Lamb’s and Father’s Name written on foreheads 
This is also applied to the worshiping servants of the Lamb in 
the New Creation: 
 
Revelation 22:3–4  No longer will there be anything 
accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, 
and his servants will worship him. 22:4 They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads.

•  sound of waters and thunder 
In 1:15, the voice of Christ was like the sound of many waters. 
In 19:6, the voice of the “great multitude” at the wedding 
supper of the Lamb sounds like many waters and thunder

•  harps and singing: 
Also in 5:8–9; 14:2–3; and 15:2–3 
 
The Greek here is a little strange:  
“harpists harping their harps”

•  singing a new song… 
 
“In the OT the “new song” was always an expression of praise 
for God’s victory over the enemy, which sometimes included 
thanksgiving for his work of creation (cf. Pss. 33:3; 40:3; 
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96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isa. 42:10). Jewish writings applied 
the “new song” of Pss. 33:3; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1 and Isa. 42:10 
to the time of the coming of the Messiah in the world to come 
(Midr. Rab. Exod. 23.11; Midr. Rab. Num. 15.11; Tanhuma 
Gen. 1.32; b. Arakhin 13b), after the redemption (Midr. Pss. 
1.20), the resurrection of Israel (Midr. Pss. 104.23), and the 
defeat of the fourth kingdom (Midr. Pss. 18.5).” (Beale, 736)

•  “redeemed from the earth”

•  “not been defiled with women, they are virgins…” 
 
“Caird… says that when taken by itself this is “John’s most 
puzzling sentence,” and Sweet… calls it “perhaps the most 
misunderstood words in the book.” (Osborne, 528) 
 
“As a result of the male image, many hold that this refers 
to soldiers in a holy war … who are required to keep 
themselves chaste (Deut. 23:9–10; 1 Sam. 21:5; 2 Sam. 
11:8–11; 1QM 7.3–6). This would fit several statements in 
the book: 17:14, Christ’s “chosen and faithful followers” will 
accompany him as he conquers the forces of evil; 19:14, the 
“armies of heaven” will be “dressed in fine linen, white and 
clean”; and 2:27, the overcomer will “dash [the nations] to 
pieces like pottery.” The idea of holy war is prominent in the 
Apocalypse, and this could well be part of that emphasis, 
especially since the war against the saints was so prominent in 
chapter 13 (esp. 13:7). In 2 Tim. 2:3–4 a “good soldier” does 
not get involved in “the affairs of this life” (NLT) but always 
seeks to “please his commanding officer” (NIV).” (Osborne, 
529) 
 
! Some commentators have noted that the term “virgin” is 
most often applied to women and may in some sense point 
toward the “Bride of Lamb” presented in 19:7-8 in fine, white 
linen - a symbol of virginal purity.  
 
“On many occasions throughout the OT, Israel is spoken 
of as a virgin. She is the “Virgin Daughter of Zion” (2 Kgs 
19:21; Lam 2:13), “Virgin Israel” ( Jer 18:13; Amos 5:2). 
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When she lapsed into idolatry, she is said to have played the 
harlot ( Jer 3:6; Hos 2:5). The figure is carried over into the 
NT when Paul writes to the Corinthians, “I promised you to 
one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure 
virgin to him” (2 Cor 11:2). The 144,000 are here pictured as 
the promised bride of Christ (cf. 21:9) who, as they await the 
day of marriage, have kept themselves pure from all defiling 
relationships with the pagan world system.” (Mounce, 267) 
 
>>It is my view that this strange description is a mixed metaphor 
combining the images of the “holy warrior” and the “pure bride” 
to describe the whole complement of the Redeemed, both men and 
women. This image also precedes and anticipates the appearance 
of the “Great Whore/Harlot, Babylon” in the immediate context 
with whom those belonging to the World have defiled themselves. 

•  they follow the Lamb

•  redeemed from humanity as first-fruits 
 
First-fruits are the  
1) offering of the first of the harvest in Israel in thanks for the 
Lord’s provision and recognition of His sovereignty,  
2) the first of some “offering” or provision such as new 
converts (see Romans 16:5, 1 Corinthians 16:15), the Holy 
Spirit to believers (see Romans 8:23) or Christ as the first of 
the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23) 
 
James 1:18 speaks of “new born believers” as first fruits: 
“Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” 
 
* I think this description has to be linked with the “reaping” of the 
Earth in 14:14-16 (see notes there)

•  no lie on lips, they are blameless 
 
“Beale …and Fekkes … see here an allusion to Isa. 53:9 and 
Zeph. 3:13, “There was no deceit found in his/their mouth.” 
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Like Jesus (Isa. 53:9), the saints (Zeph. 3:13) maintain a 
true witness for God. As a result, they are ἄμωμοι (amōmoi, 
blameless), another sacrificial term depicting the perfection of 
the offering laid before the Lord (Exod. 29:1; Lev. 4:3; 5:15). 
In the NT it is used of the perfect sacrifice of the Lamb (Heb. 
9:14; 1 Pet. 1:19) as well as the moral piety of the people 
of God (Eph. 1:4; 5:27; Phil. 2:15; Col. 1:22; Jude 24). 
(Osborne, 531) 
 
1 Corinthians 1:8; 1:8 He will also strengthen you to the end, 
so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Ephesians 1:4 For he chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world that we may be holy and unblemished 
[blameless] in his sight in love.  
 
Ephesians 5:27 so that he may present the church to himself 
as glorious—not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such 
blemish, but holy and blameless. 
 
Colossians 1:22  …but now He (Christ) has reconciled 
you by his physical body through death to present you holy, 
without blemish, and blameless before him…

5.12 Three Angels bring messages to the Earth (14:6-13)

Revelation 14:6  Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead (or 

flying in midair), and he had an eternal gospel to proclaim to those 

who live (literally: sit) on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language, 

and people. 14:7 He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God and give 

him glory, because the hour of his judgment has arrived, and worship 

the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water!” 
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•  Another angel…flying overhead… 
This whole scene is similar to the eagle of 8:13 who come 
proclaiming woes. The fact that the angel is flying means that 
the message is intended for the whole earth. 

An eternal Gospel to proclaim 
 
“eternal” speaks to the universal, never changing, permanently 
valid content of the Gospel 
 
This is the only place in Revelation that the term “Gospel” 
appears along with the verbal form: proclaim/ “evangelize.” 
The verbal form is also used in 10:7 - “the mystery of God …
announced [evangelized] to His servants, the prophets.” 
 
* Some commentators have linked this verse to Jesus teaching 
about the end of the age in His “Olivet Discourse”: 
 
Matthew 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Mark 13:10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all 
nations.

•  “those who sit on the earth…”

•  Fear God, give Him glory… worship 
 
“Three further points: (1) in 15:4 the victorious saints in 
heaven sing, “Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory 
to your name?” an obvious reference to conversion (it is 
followed by “all nations will come and worship before you”); 
(2) in 16:9 the sinners “did not repent so as to give him 
glory,” thus defining repentance (unto salvation) as “giving 
God glory”; (3) in 19:5 God’s “slaves” are defined as “those 
who fear him,” and in 19:7 the great multitude sings, “Let 
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us rejoice and be glad and give him glory.” It is clear that in 
Revelation “fear God and give him glory” are code words 
for repentance and conversion.” (Osborne, 535) 
 
! It is interesting to note that in chapter 11, after the 
cataclysmic events at the end of the ministry of the two 
witnesses, there are those who “give glory to God”: 
 
Revelation 11:13  
And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth 
of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to 
the God of heaven.  
 
“ The call to “fear God” is frequent in the OT (Deut. 31:12; 
1 Sam. 12:14, 24; Ps. 34:11; Prov. 1:7; Isa. 11:3), as is the 
command to “give him glory” (1 Chron. 16:24; Ps. 22:23; Isa. 
24:15; 42:12). In effect, this sums up the OT and Jewish 
call to salvation. However, it is also a major NT emphasis; 
“fearing God” (2 Cor. 5:11; Phil. 2:12; 1 Pet. 1:17) and 
“giving him glory” (Luke 1:46; Rom. 15:6, 9; 1 Pet. 2:12) 
summarize the only proper response to God’s salvation. In 
Rev. 15:4 the triumphant saints praise God, singing, “Who 
will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?” 
Thus, here this is a call to salvation, to repent and enter the 
realm of the holy. (Osborne, 536) 

In ThE BaCkgRound 41:  The Humbling of Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4)
 
In Daniel 4, we find the narrative of Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling in 
which the LORD-God brings the proud ruler to his senses. In the 
beginning we see the king’s pride: 
  
 “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power 
as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” (4:30)

After being driven mad and transformed into “wild man,” Nebu-
chadnezzar turns:
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“At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to 
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most 
High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation…(4:34)

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King 
of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those 
who walk in pride he is able to humble.” ( 4:37)

•  The Hour of His judgment has arrived… 
The tense/aspect of “has arrived” here emphasizes that 
Divine Judgment is now present.  
 
“The use of ὥρα for the divinely appointed “hour” parallels 
the theme in John, where it signifies Jesus’ “hour” of destiny 
( John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20). In Revelation the term often speaks of 
the final outpouring of judgment: 3:10 (“the hour of trial”); 
9:15 (the angels “kept ready for this very hour”); 14:15 (“the 
hour to reap has come”); 18:10, 17, 19 (“in one hour your 
doom has come”). This echoes the similar use of “hour” in 
Daniel (see Beale 1999: 752), as in 4:17 LXX, the “time” of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s judgment, or 11:45 LXX, “the hour of his 
end will come.” (Osborne, 536–537).

Revelation 14:8  A second angel followed the first, declaring: “Fallen, 

fallen is Babylon the great city! She made all the nations drink of the 

wine of her immoral passion.” 

•  Fallen, Fallen is Babylon 
! the fact that this fall is presented in the past tense, emphasizes 
that the ultimate fall is assured. 
 
“The introduction of this symbolic reference without 
explanation assumes that the readers would understand the 
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allusion. The ancient Mesopotamian city of Babylon had 
become the political and religious capital of a world empire. 
It was renowned for its luxury and moral corruption. Above 
all it was the great enemy of the people of God. For the 
early church the city of Rome was a contemporary Babylon. 
The designation “Babylon the Great” (used consistently 
throughout Revelation: e.g., 14:8; 16:9; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21) 
goes back to Dan 4:30 and emphasizes, “the Nebuchadnezzar-
like self-importance of the rulers of Rome rather than the 
actual size or true greatness of the city.” It is a symbol of the 
spirit of godlessness that in every age lures people away 
from the worship of the Creator. It is “the dark counterpart 
of Jerusalem,” the final manifestation of “secular humanism” 
in its attempt to destroy the remaining vestiges of true 
religion. Society set free from God is its own worst enemy.” 
(Mounce, 271)

In ThE BaCkgRound 42:  Babylon is Fallen
In at least a couple of passages in the prophets, the ultimate fall of 
literal Babylon was foreseen: 

Isaiah 21:9  “And behold, here come riders, horsemen in pairs!” 
And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and all the carved 
images of her gods he has shattered to the ground.” (ESV) 
 
Jeremiah 51:7–8 Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, 
making all the earth drunken; the nations drank of her wine; there-
fore the nations went mad. 51:8  Suddenly Babylon has fallen and 
been broken; wail for her! 

In the context of Revelation 14-18, Babylon is not presented as the 
literal city so much as the great “spirit” of world rebellion.

•  “she has made all the nations drink…” 
 
Here is a curious statement. The Greek reads literally, “from 
the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality she has made all 
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the nations drink…” 
The term that is translated “passion” here can also mean 
“anger” or “wrath.” In fact, in the following context the word 
will be used of the “wrath” of God: Revelation 14:10, 19; 
15:1, 7; 16:1, 19; 19:15.  
The connection is clear and poetic: the “intense passion” of 
Babylon is answered in the “intense wrath” of God.  
 
This judgment also fits earlier descriptions of God’s wrath as 
simply giving people over to their sinful passions: 
 
Romans 1:18, 24 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth.…   Therefore God 
gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,… 
 
 
“Babylon’s promise of prosperous earthly welfare for its 
willing subjects is an intoxication that the majority of the 
world’s inhabitants also want to imbibe. Once one imbibes, 
the intoxicating influence removes all desire to resist 
Babylon’s destructive influence, blinds one to Babylon’s own 
ultimate insecurity and to God as the source of real security, 
and numbs one against any fear of a coming judgment.” 
(Beale,  756)

Revelation 14:9  A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a 

loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and takes the 

mark on his forehead or his hand, 14:10 that person will also drink 

of the wine of God’s anger that has been mixed undiluted in the cup 

of his wrath, and he will be tortured with fire and sulfur in front of 

the holy angels and in front of the Lamb. 14:11 And the smoke from 

their torture will go up forever and ever, and those who worship the 

beast and his image will have no rest day or night, along with anyone 
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who receives the mark of his name.” 14:12 This requires the steadfast 

endurance of the saints—those who obey God’s commandments 

and hold to their faith in Jesus. 

•  If anyone worships the Beast…

•  The wine of God’s wrath, undiluted…

•  Tortured with fire and sulfur… 
 
Other images of fiery judgment appear in the book: 1:14; 
2:18; 3:18; 4:5; 8:5–8; 14:18; 15:2; 16:8; 18:8; 19:12; 20:9, 
14–15.  
 
“Sulfur” adds to the intensity of the image in 9:17–18; 19:20; 
20:10; 21:8. “Sulfur” or “brimstone” was a volcanic deposit 
which produces both intense heat and a horrific odor. It is 
used throughout the Bible as a picture of terrible suffering 
coming from divine judgment: Gen. 19:24; Deut. 29:23; Job 
18:15; Isa. 30:33; Ezek. 38:22.

•  Forever and ever…  
This is one of the places in Scripture where the judgment of 
the unrighteous is presented as an eternal punishment.  
 
2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 
This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you 
may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 
you are also suffering— 1:6 since indeed God considers it 
just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 1:7 and to 
grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 
1:8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. 1:9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might, 1:10 when he comes on that day to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who 
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have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

•  This requires the steadfast endurance of the saints 
 
“In light of ” (also connoted in ὧδε; see on 13:18) the 
judgment to come, the saints must persevere. Ὑπομονή 
(hypomonē, endurance) is the key ethical term in the 
Apocalypse. This is the last of seven occurrences (1:9; 2:2, 3, 
19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12) and calls the believers both to wait on 
the Lord and to overcome evil (see on 1:9). (Osborne, 543)

•  keep/guard God’s commandments and their faith in Jesus 
 
10 times the term “keep/guard” is used in Revelation (1:3; 
2:26; 3:3, 8, 10; 12:17; 14:12; 16:15; 22:7, 9). 

Revelation 14:13  Then I heard a voice from heaven say,  

“Write this: ‘Blessed are the dead, those who die in the Lord from 

this moment on!’” 

 “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard work,  

because their deeds will follow them.” 

•  Blessed are those who die in the Lord… 
This is the second of the “blessed”s in the book: (1:3; 14:13; 
16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14 See notes on 1:3) 
 
! to die in the Lord is die in union with Christ. 

•  “Yes,” says the Spirit… 
The Spirit speaks only here and in 22:17 - “The Spirit and the 
bride say, ‘Come!’”, emphasizing the significance of these two 
statements. 
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•  Rest…their deeds will follow them 
the “rest” of those who die in the Lord here is contrasted to 
those who have no rest in eternal torment of the preceding 
statement. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 43:  The Rest to Come - Hebrews 4:1-11

In Hebrews 4, the author makes the point that there is a future “sab-
bath rest” awaiting the faithful that we have not yet entered. There-
fore, we must remain faithful and steadfast: 
 
Hebrews 4:9–11  So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the peo-
ple of God, 4:10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested 
from his works as God did from his. 44:11 Let us therefore strive to 
enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedi-
ence.
 
This future “rest” is an image of the completion of salvation and 
entering into the presence of the Lord when all striving and worry 
and temptation will have passed away. 

5.13 The Earth is harvested (14:14-20)

 ! In the following section, we have the scene of the great 
harvest of the earth. In the prophets, the Lord used the image 
of the harvest in Joel 3:13, Isaiah 17:5; Jeremiah 25:30, and 
Hosea 6:11 to speak of His judgment and of His salvation. 
 
It is interesting to note that in Isaiah 17, in the oracle against 
Damascus, the judgment of the Lord causes people to turn to 
Him: 
Isaiah 17:4–8 
4 And in that day the glory of Jacob will be brought low,  
and the fat of his flesh will grow lean.  
5 And it shall be as when the reaper gathers standing grain 
and his arm harvests the ears, and as when one gleans the ears 
of grain in the Valley of Rephaim.… 
7 In that day man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will look 
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on the Holy One of Israel.  
8 He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands, 
….(speaking about idolatry) 
 
Jesus’ parable of the “wheat and the tares” in Matthew 13:24-
30 is also called to mind.  
 
? the big question here is does this section describe 1 
harvest from different perspectives or is this 2 different 
harvests? 
 
It is my view that this describes two different harvests - in 
14:14-16 the reaping of the Earth is a harvest presumably of 
grain, and figures the salvation of the righteous. 14:17-20 
is the gathering of the grapes to the winepress of God’s wrath 
and so figures the destruction of the wicked. 

Revelation 14:14  Then I looked, and a white cloud appeared, and 

seated on the cloud was one like a son of man! He had a golden 

crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 14:15 Then another 

angel came out of the temple, shouting in a loud voice to the one 

seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle and start to reap, because the 

time to reap has come, since the earth’s harvest is ripe!” 14:16 So the 

one seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth 

was reaped.

•  A white cloud appeared… 
! the cloud is mentioned three times here and so emphasized 
 
Daniel 7:13–14 
7:13  “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds 
of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came 
to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 7:14  
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. (ESV)
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•  seated… 
 
often when someone is seated in Scripture they 1) have 
something important to teach, or 2) they are about to 
pronounce a judgment (especially in reference to the LORD) 
 
Joel 3:11–13 
3:11  Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations,  
and gather yourselves there. Bring down your warriors, O 
LORD.  
3:12  Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the 
surrounding nations.  
3:13  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  
Go in, tread, for the winepress is full.  
The vats overflow, for their evil is great. (ESV)

•  one like a son of man… 
 
Is this 1) Jesus or 2) another angel?

•  golden crown, sharp sickle 
 
The “crown” here is a stephanos a type of wreath. It is not the 
‘diadem, rulers crown’ worn by the Dragon in 12:3 or the 
“many diadem crowns” worn by the returning Christ in 19:12.  
 
In 2:10 the faithful in Smyrna are promised the crown/
stephanos of life. In Revelation the 24 elders wear gold crowns 
(see 4:4) and also the demonic locusts from the the Abyss 
(see 9:7).  
 
Here, the gold crown/stephanos represents “sovereign 
authority” 

•  another angel with loud voice
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•  …came out of the Temple 
 
This is a reference to the actual Heavenly Temple, the center 
of all creation. It is the place from which the Lord issues His 
divine, wise decrees.  

•  the time to reap has come… 
 
The imagery of “the harvest of the righteous” fits well in this 
context where the 144,000 redeemed from the earth are 
described as “firstfruits” to God and to the Lamb (see 14:4). 
Jesus also compared the proclamation of the Kingdom and 
calling people to it a “harvest” (see Matthew 9:37–38; Mark 
4:29; Luke 10:2; John 4:35–38). 
 
“What is significant is that in 14:14–16 this harvest is not 
followed by a description such as that in John 15:6, where the 
branches are “picked up, thrown into the fire, and burned.” 
Nor is there any imagery of threshing the grain (trampling 
it, as in Jer. 51:33; Hab. 3:12; and burning it, as in Matt. 
3:12; Luke 3:17) or winnowing it (throwing it into the air 
to separate the good grain from the chaff, as in Ps. 1:4; 35:5; 
Isa. 17:13; cf. Matt. 3:12; Luke 3:17). There is no hint of 
final destruction like that which follows the grape harvest 
in 14:19b–20. Therefore, it is likely that 14:15 describes the 
harvest of the redeemed and 14:17–20 of the unsaved.6 In 
Matt. 9:37–38 Jesus calls the harvest of souls “plentiful” and 
tells the disciples to ask “the Lord of the harvest” for more 
workers (see also Luke 10:2). In John 4:34–38 Jesus speaks 
of the fields as “ripe for harvest” and calls on the disciples to 
“harvest the crop for eternal life.” This is the parallel for the 
grain harvest here.” (Osborne, 552)

Revelation 14:17  Then another angel came out of the temple in 

heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 14:18 Another angel, who was 

in charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to 
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the angel who had the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather 

the clusters of grapes off the vine of the earth, because its grapes 

are now ripe.” 14:19 So the angel swung his sickle over the earth 

and gathered the grapes from the vineyard of the earth and tossed 

them into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 14:20 Then the 

winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured out of the 

winepress up to the height of horses’ bridles for a distance of almost 

two hundred miles. 

•  another angel with a sharp sickle 

•  the angel in charge of fire, came from the altar… 
 
In Revelation, the altar has been associated with the cries 
of the matyrs and the prayers of the saints (see 6:9, 8:3). It 
is also the place from which gathered fire has represented 
“divine judgment” (see 8:5, 9:13). The image here, tied with 
the others, again emphasizes the importance of the prayers of 
the saints in “catalyzing” God’s judgment.  
 
In Jewish tradition, angels are often shown to have authority 
over the elements: earth, water, fire, wind (1 Enoch 60.11–21; 
Jubiless 2.2). In Revelation we have already seen 7:1 with four 
angels holding back the four winds.  
 

•  the grapes and vine/vineyard of the Earth 
 
The prophets established the image of the “treading of grapes 
in the winepress” as figure of diving judgment of the wicked: 
Isaiah 5:5; 63:2–3, 6; Lamentations 1:15. 
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In ThE BaCkgRound 44:  The Fourth Anointed Conquerer Song of Isaiah
In the “Third book of Comfort” in Isaiah 58-66, there are four songs 
of the “anointed conquerer” that outline some key aspect of Jesus’ 
messianic ministry. Whereas earlier, the four “suffering servant” 
songs outlined Christ’s redemptive suffering, these last four songs 
emphasize His role as the “agent of the LORD’s judgment.  The 
fourth song describes His destruction of the wicked in the terms of 
the “winepress of wrath”: 
 
Isaiah 63:1–6
63:1  Who is this who comes from Edom,  
in crimsoned garments from Bozrah,  
he who is splendid in his apparel,  
marching in the greatness of his strength?  
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save.”  
63:2  Why is your apparel red,  
and your garments like his who treads in the winepress?  
63:3  “I have trodden the winepress alone,  
and from the peoples no one was with me;  
I trod them in my anger  
and trampled them in my wrath;  
their lifeblood spattered on my garments,  
and stained all my apparel.  
63:4  For the day of vengeance was in my heart,  
and my year of redemption had come.  
63:5  I looked, but there was no one to help;  
I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold;  
so my own arm brought me salvation,  
and my wrath upheld me.  
63:6  I trampled down the peoples in my anger;  
I made them drunk in my wrath,  
and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” 
(ESV)

•  the winepress of the wrath of God 
 
The image is quite graphic but apt: just as the juice of the 
grape runs free, and stains the garments of the “stomper,” so 
also the blood of the wicked will be spilled. 
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•  outside the city… 
 
This city here is most likely Jerusalem. To be outside the city 
is to outside the community and outside divine protection. 
Thus, Jesus was crucified “outside the gate” as an “outcast” 
(see Hebrews 13:12). 

•  blood, up to the horses bridles, for almost 200 miles (literally: 
1,600 stadia) 
 
 
“There are several possible explanations of this number. (1) 
If taken literally, it refers to the length of Palestine from the 
Syrian border in the north to the Egyptian border in the 
south. As such it would picture the greatest slaughter in 
history, covering the entire Holy Land in blood. (2) If 
taken symbolically, it equals 42 X 102 and would symbolize 
the completeness of God’s judgment (the meaning of fours 
and tens in the book) or perhaps the whole world, referring 
to the four corners of the earth (the angels holding back the 
four winds in 7:1; cf. Mark 13:27 and Matt. 24:31). (3) Or 
it could equal 402 and symbolize divine judgment (Num. 
14:33 of Israel’s forty years in the wilderness; Deut. 25:3 of a 
criminal beaten with forty lashes). A combination of the first 
two seems most likely. I prefer a similar literal meaning to 
the 12,000 stadia for the size of the New Jerusalem in 21:16 
(= the breadth of the Roman Empire); and the symbolic 
approach also makes sense since tens and fours provide some 
of the primary numerical symbols of the book. Overall, the 
emphasis is on the finality and terrible scope of the divine 
judgment on those who have so mistreated God’s people.” 
(Osborne, 556) 
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Kicking Over the Apple-Cart: 
Challenging Some Popular, Traditional Assumptions 

“Arguments follow from assumptions, and assumptions follow from beliefs, 
and very rarely - perhaps never - do beliefs reflect an agenda determined entirely 
by the facts.”  
 (David Berlinski, The Devil’s Delusion, 103)

I think it is absolutely essential, if we are to align our thoughts to 
the Truth of Scripture, that we constantly, as best we can, examine our 
theological arguments by questioning our assumptions and understanding 
the motivations of our beliefs. We should take up the “spirit” of the Bereans 
to find out “if these teachings are true...” (Acts 17:11).

In the area of Eschatology—the study of last things, the end times—
there are many “doctrines” and teachings that have become so rooted in 
our traditions that we simply assume that they are developed directly from 
Scriptural statements. In reality, things are not that easy. Many doctrines 
are developed from the way Scriptural passages are interpreted and 
correlated with other passages through logical (and some not so logical) 
arguments.

One of the most asked questions I get when teaching on Eschatology 
in general and Revelation in particular has something to do with the timing 
of the Rapture—Jesus’ “snatching” His people up to be with Him (see 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18) to save us from God’s wrath (see 1 Thessalonians 
1:10). Those who ask are usually looking for some form of comfort and for 
me to assure them that Jesus will rescue us before things get really bad. But 
I cannot do that. 

Although I am convinced completely that Jesus will rescue us from 
God’s future wrath, He has made no promise to rescue us from suffering 
and even promises that if we follow Him, we will be persecuted. 

Over the past several years, I have become more and more concerned 
with a presentation of the “pretribulation rapture” view which can lead to 
the false assurance that Jesus will take us out of the world before things 
get really bad. Yet just a cursory examination of history and even our 
own times reveals that the whole history of the Church has been one of 
suffering and persecution. Right now, as I write this, men and women are 
being viciously persecuted for their faith in Christ. If you are not aware of 
this reality, I would recommend the resources of The Voice of the Martyrs.

So here, I want to simply examine some of the assumptions that 
the “pretribulation rapture” view is built. Because this view has become 
deeply embedded as “proven fact” in many Christian groups, I believe it is 
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important to show that this view is only one possibility. The Scriptures leave 
enough space for other options although these other options are not as 
emotionally comforting. 

Let me say up front, I have been heavily influenced by Dispensational 
teaching. Very simply put, this school of thought believes that the 
Scriptures show how God has worked in various ways throughout history, 
progressively revealing His full plan of salvation. That is an overly simplistic 
description and I have written on this more fully in my book Pursuing God: 
Movements and Traditions That Have Shaped Christianity in The Western 
World if you are interested in digging a little deeper. 

There are many core commitments within Dispensationalism that I 
still retain in my own view of the Scriptures, although I would not label 
myself as a “dispensationalist” in the strict sense. I would also argue that 
everyone is some form of a “dispensationalist” and the fact that we don’t 
bring animal sacrifices to church confirms this reality. 

Within Dispensational teaching, a very distinct shape is given to the 
events of the end-times and this teaching has become popularized since the 
mid-20th in the works of Hal Lindsey, Charles Ryrie, John Walvoord, and 
Tim LaHaye, just to name a few. The basic narrative goes like this: 

We are living in the Last Days. At any moment, the Lord could call 
His people (The Church) to Himself, in the air (The Rapture). This will 
happen before the last 7 hears of this current age (The Tribulation) in 
which the Antichrist (The Beast, The Coming Prince) will appear a cause 
the whole world to worship him or be killed. During this time (the last 3 
1/2 years of the Tribulation), God will pour out His wrathful judgments 
(The Great Tribulation, The Day of the Lord). The Lord will save all 
Israel during this time and a remnant from the Gentiles. At the end of this 
period, Jesus will return, destroying the Antichrist and the False prophet 
and imprisoning the Devil in the Abyss for 1,000 years. During this 1,000 
years (The Millennium) Jesus will reign on this present Earth fulfilling the 
promises which are still left to be fulfilled. At the end of this Millennium, 
the Devil will be released, lead another short-lived rebellion, and finally 
be destroyed in the Lake of Fire. At this time, the present Creation will be 
burned up and the New Heavens and Earth will be created which will last 
forever and ever, the Lord-God living with his people, blessed forever. 

This view is called the PreMillennial, PreTribulational view of the end. 
PreMillennial because Jesus will return before the 1000 years (Millennium) 
to establish His Kingdom on this present Earth and PreTribulational 
because Jesus will rapture His people before the final 7 year period, 
popularly referred to as “The Tribulation.” 

I am unapologetically PreMillennial. I think there is over whelming 
evidence that Christ will reign on this present Earth before the New 
Creation. However, I have developed some serious doubts and concerns, 
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as I have already mentioned, about the “PreTribulation” view of things. So, 
allow me to lay out how these doubts and concerns have developed.  

There are two main questions I want to ask here to make my case:| 
1) How doe we establish a basic chronology of end-times events?, and 2) 
Have we labeled key events and times correctly according to the Biblical 
concepts in some of our popularly accepted views of the end-times.

01 How do we develop a basic chronology of the End-Times?  
 
DANIEL 9 
There are two critical texts that I believe set the context for the 
End-Times: Daniel 9-12 and Jesus’ Olivet Discourse in Matthew 
24 and the parallels in the other Gospels. In Daniel 9 we get the 
vision of the Decree of the Seventy Sevens. Although this is a hotly 
debated issue, I hold the view that this decree refers to a period of 70 
seven year periods for a total length of 490 years. The first 69 seven 
year periods (483 years) moves from the Persian decree for the Jews 
to return to the land to the coming of Christ Jesus in the first century. 
This leaves a final seven year period that describes the treachery of 
the “Coming Prince”: “He will confirm a covenant with many for one 
seven. But in the middle of that seven he will bring sacrifices and 
offerings to a halt. On the wing of abominations will come one who 
destroys, until the decreed end is poured out on the one who 
destroys” (Dan 9:27). This “coming Prince” is foreshadowed by 
figures like Antiochus Epiphanes in the Intertestamental period, but 
Jesus makes it clear in Matthew 24:14 that “abomination of 
desolation” (a clear reference to Daniel’s prophecies) was a yet future, 
end of the age event. Paul confirms this in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12.  
 
A very interesting fact is that in the New Testament there is no 
mention or use of the calculus of this 7 year period; there is definitely 
a reference to 1260 days (Revelation 11:3, 12:6), 42 months 
(Revelation 11:2, 13:5) which would seem to correspond to the 
latter half of this 7 year period established in Daniel. So, we are 
completely dependent on Daniel’s prophecy for establishing a final 7 
year period.  
 
Matthew 24 
Next, I think it is important that we consider the sequence of events 
in Jesus’ so called Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 
21). Studying the different versions of this sermon/teaching in the 
three synoptic Gospels presents certain questions and challenges that 
are too large to deal with in this short treatment. Let me simply say 
that Matthew and Mark seem to share a similar arrangement of this 
material whereas Luke, with different purposes in mind, comes at 
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things from a different angle.  
 
Since Matthew gives a slightly fuller account of this teaching, I use his 
version to observe the basic sequence of events that Jesus presents: 
 
1] False Christs, wars, famines and earthquakes as the  
beginning of “birth pains”, (24:4-8) 
 
2] Affliction/Persecution/Tribulation for Christ’s people because 
lawlessness will increase, (24:9-13)) 
 
3] (The Gospel will proclaimed to all nations before the End. 
(24:14)) 
 
4] The Abomination of Desolation (Antichrist/Beast) (24:15-20) 
 
5] At that time, The Great Tribulation/Persecution/Affliction 
(along with false Christs and Prophets) (24:21-22) 
 
6] Another warning about False Messiahs - Jesus appearing will be 
unmistakable (24:23-28) 
 
7] The Signs in Sun, Moon, Stars and the shaking of the Powers of 
the Heavens (24:29, see also Luke 21:25-26) 
 
8] The Appearing of the Sign of the Son of Man (24:30) 
 
9] The Gathering of Christ’s chosen/elect ones (24:31) 
 
10] Parables of watchfulness (24:32-51) 
 
This teaching of the Lord is an answer to the disciples questions, “Tell 
us, when will these things be (the destruction of the Temple), and 
what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
(Matthew 24:3). So clearly this discourse has to do with the “end of 
the age”—the end-times.  Now, read this whole passage if you have 
not and look back over the list of events above.  
 
** I believe that this basic framework and sequence of events is assumed 
by the Apostles in their writings in the rest of the New Testament. In other 
words, I believe the Lord has given us here a basic chronology of the 
End-Times.  
 
There are some things Jesus mentions that are general in nature - false 
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messiahs, wars, persecution, etc. However, when the Lord says, 
“When you see....” He is answering their question about “signs” 
directly. He then says what they are looking for is “the abomination 
of desolation” spoken of by Daniel (Matthew 24:15). Paul also 
mentions this event in 2 Thessalonians 2:4 and most agree that it 
refers to the Antichrist, the Beast, the Lawless One entering the 
Temple and proclaiming Himself to be God. This event will be 
unmistakable.  
 
There are two other events that Jesus mentions will be clearly seen: 
1) the Sun being darkened, the Moon turning to blood, etc. and 2) 
the Sign of the Son of Man. The first is self explanatory. The second 
“sign” is the very appearance of Jesus in the air, coming with the 
clouds of Heaven in power and glory. No one will wonder what is 
happening then.  
 
Now, taking a step back, at the time of the Abomination that brings 
desolation, Jesus says, there will be a “great tribulation” unlike 
anything that has happened or will be repeated (Matthew 24:21). So 
it is here that Jesus introduces this concept into language of the New 
Testament.  
 
Most translations translate the word Jesus uses here as “tribulation.” 
However, when you look at the first time He uses the word in this 
discourse in Matthew 24:9 it is usually  translated as “persecution.”   
 
The term used here is thlipsis and it is worth spending the time to 
look up the verses to see how it used throughout the New Testament: 
Matt 13:21; 24:9, 21, 29; Mark 4:17; 13:19, 24; John 16:21, 33; Acts 
7:10–11; 11:19; 14:22; 20:23; Rom 2:9; 5:3; 8:35; 12:12; 1 Cor 
7:28; 2 Cor 1:4, 8; 2:4; 4:17; 6:4; 7:4; 8:2, 13; Eph 3:13; Phil 1:17; 
4:14; Col 1:24; 1 Th 1:6; 3:3, 7; 2 Th 1:4, 6; Heb 10:33; James 1:27; 
Rev 1:9; 2:9–10, 22; 7:14 
 
Here are a few general observations based on those references:  
 
> Jesus is the first to use the term (thlipsis) to refer to affliction/
suffering/persecution (Matthew 13:21, 24:29; John 16:21; John 
16:33). Jesus is also the first to mention this period related to the end 
times in Matthew 24:21. He says this period will occur at the time of 
the Abomination of Desolation and before the signs that accompany 
the Day of the Lord (Sun turned dark, Moon to blood, etc.).  
 
> The term is used throughout the NT to refer to persecution: Acts 
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11:19; 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 3:7; Hebrews 10:3, or to suffering and 
affliction in general: Acts 14:22, 20:23; 2 Corinthians 1:8; James 1:27.  
 
> The term can be used to refer to the effects of the Lord’s judgment 
against sinners—affliction: Romans 2:9; 2 Thessalonians 1:6 
 
>The Lord uses thlipsis to mature and perfect His people: Acts 
14:22; Romans 5:3; 2 Corinthians 4:17. It is expected that Christ’s 
people will experience it in their lives: Romans 8:35, 12:12. Because 
we have experienced suffering/affliction we can comfort others who 
are going through the same: 2 Corinthians 1:4. 
> There is a sense in which are afflictions/sufferings are a sharing in 
the afflictions/sufferings of Christ, especially as we suffer for others: 
Ephesians 3:13; Philippians 4:14; Colossians 1:24. 
 
> In Revelation, John uses the term in a distinct way: 
“I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation, the kingdom, 
and the endurance that are in Jesus, …” (Revelation 1:9).  
 
It is clear that John sees his persecution and imprisonment as a 
sharing in “the tribulation” that is “in Jesus.” The fact that John uses 
the definite article here (the) points to the fact that he is referencing a 
specific tribulation or kind of tribulation.  
 
When we look at this statement in the context of John’s other 
writings, we find Jesus saying, “I have told you these things so that in 
Me you may have peace. You will have suffering (thlipsis—
tribulation/affliction) in this world. Be courageous! I have 
conquered the world” ( John 16:33). To be a follower of Jesus and 
belong to Him and be “in Him” in this world means that persecution/
suffering/affliction are guaranteed. Again as Jesus says, “If the world 
hates you, understand that it hated Me before it hated you” ( John 
15:18).   
 
In Revelation 2:9-10 the church at Smyrna is experiencing thlipsis 
- affliction - and some will be thrown in prison for 10 days, a clear 
reference to persecution.  
 
In Revelation 2:22, the false teacher Jezebel will be made sick by the 
Lord and experience affliction as a result of her wickedness.  
 
Only Jesus in Matthew 24:21 and John in this passage refer to a “Great 
Tribulation.” Based on the above observations, I think John’s use of 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 195

the phrase “the great tribulation” has a different referent and sense 
than Jesus’ use of the term in Matthew 24. In Revelation 7:14, “the 
great tribulation” seems to refer to the time of suffering that Christ’s 
people have endured during the “Church age.” We have people 
coming out of it from every nation under heaven and who inherit the 
blessings of salvation.  
 
For Jesus, “the great tribulation” is a time of unprecedented suffering 
that comes at the time of the appearing of the Lawless One/Man of 
Sin/Beast/Antichrist and will precede the coming of the Day of the 
Lord.  
 
That is going to bring me to my next question: “Have we labeled things 
correctly?”

01 Have we labeled key events and times correctly according to the 
Biblical concepts? 
 
One of the key elements of the Dispensational Pretribulation Rapture 
View is to equate Daniel’s Seventieth Seven (the last 7 years of the 
current age) with “The Tribulation.” Often a distinction is made 
between “The Tribulation” (the whole 7 years) and “The GREAT 
Tribulation” that Jesus mentions. Often, this GREAT Tribulation is 
defined as the time of God’s Wrath, or the Day of the Lord.  
 
It seems to me that it is a critical misstep to equate the whole 
Seventieth Seven of Daniel with “The Tribulation” in general and 
especially the “Great Tribulation” that Jesus mentions in Matthew 
24:21, 29. First of all, there is no text that I can find which equates 
the 7 Years with “the Tribulation.” In fact, the Scriptures do not mention 
a general “Tribulation” era at all.  There is definitely a time called the 
“GREAT Tribulation” as we saw above.  
 
Jesus states clearly that this “GREAT Tribulation/Affliction” does 
not occur until after the desolating sacrilege of the Antichrist/
Lawless One/Man of Sin. Based on the decree of the Seventy Sevens 
in Daniel 9:26-27 and parallels in Revelation 12 and 13, we know 
that this Abomination of Desolation does not take place until the 
“middle” of the seven year period.  
 
Also I think calling this period a “tribulation” muddies the 
theological waters as well. As I have shown above, all the references 
of this term (thlipsis) except for a couple are better translated as 
affliction or persecution taking context into account. 
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So here are my conclusions, 1) Daniel’s Seventieth Seven, the last 7 
year period of this age should not be equated with “the tribulation.” 
2) What we commonly refer to as the “Great Tribulation” is better 
understood as a “great affliction” or more specifically a “great 
persecution.”  
 
In the context of Revelation 12-14, in which we are working now, in 
which the Beast goes to war against the Saints and overcomes them 
in a worldwide assault, it seems clear that this is indeed a time of 
“great affliction/persecution” like never before (or after).

So what does all this mean? 
 
Although I have not dealt with every issue that needs to be dealt with 
in this very complicated topic, let me make a few statements that 
define my position: 
 
1) I think we should let Jesus’ basic chronology of End-Time events 
in the Olivet Discourse guide our assumptions.  
 
2) The basic sequence of Key Events would then be this: 
Abomination > Great Affliction > Signs in Heaven > Jesus Appearing 
> Gathering of the Elect/Chosen 
 
3) This basic sequence seems to fit the unfolding of the events in 
Revelation 13-15: the Beast Rises > Goes to war against the Saints > 
The Harvesting of the Earth > Pouring out of God’s Wrath 
 
Simply taking things at face value, I think a strong case can be 
made that the Church will be on Earth to see the rise of the Beast/
Antichrist and will be persecuted by him and that “Great Tribulation” 
will indeed be a “Great Affliction.” However, the promise stands 
that Jesus will deliver us from “the wrath to come” and we can be 
assured that the very worst torments described in Revelation are not 
intended for us, Christ’s people, but for all who worship The Beast. 
Yet, until He appears, we must also be prepared to suffer with Him and 
for Him, just as He has suffered for us.
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5.14 The Angels with the seven bowls of plagues appear 
(15:1-4)

Revelation 15:1  Then I saw another great and astounding sign in 

heaven: seven angels who have seven final plagues (they are final 

because in them God’s anger is completed).  

 15:2 Then I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with 

fire, and those who had conquered the beast and his image and the 

number of his name. They were standing by the sea of glass, holding 

harps given to them by God. 15:3 They sang the song of Moses the 

servant of God and the song of the Lamb:  

 “Great and astounding are your deeds, 

  Lord God, the All-Powerful!  

 Just and true are your ways, 

  King over the nations!  

15:4  Who will not fear you, O Lord,  

  and glorify your name,  

   because you alone are holy?  

 All nations will come and worship before you 

  for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

•  another great and astounding sign 
“great “- used in 12:1, 3 of the Woman and the Dragon 
This sign is also “astounding” - the same term used of the 
Lord-God’s deeds in 15:3

•  seven angels, seven final plagues 
 
“The seven bowls are the third series of seven in the interrelated 
sequence of seals, trumpets, and bowls. The divine retribution 
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revealed by the seals and announced by the trumpets is now 
fully executed by the bowls. While the three series cover the 
same period leading up to the end, each presenting God’s 
judgment under a different set of images, from a literary 
standpoint the bowls are an unfolding of the seventh trumpet, 
just as the trumpets were an expansion of the seventh seal. In 
understanding Revelation, however, it is important that one 
does not project this literary device onto the one-dimensional 
plane of historical sequence. The visions are intended to 
confront readers with vivid portrayals of eschatological truth 
rather than to supply them with data for a precise chronology of 
the consummation.” (Mounce, 282) 
 
>> plagues used in 9:18, 20 in relation to the Trumpets and in 
11:6 of the powers of the Two Witnesses. The plagues of the 
Exodus are clearly in the background here. In that context, the 
plagues displayed the Lord-God’s sovereignty to Pharaoh and 
Egypt but deliverance to Israel. Here, the plagues show the 
Lord-God’s sovereignty to the world and indicate the coming 
deliverance of His people. 

•  God’s wrath/anger completed 
* These final seven judgments are not just the end of the 3 
series of judgments, but the completion of all God’s wrath at 
the end of the age.  
 
In 10:7, the “mystery of God” is heralded as completed at the 
7th Trumpet.  
 
! These angels and bowls of wrath will provide the answer to 
the question of the Martyrs in the 5th Seal: “How long till you 
judge and avenge…?” (Revelation 6:10)

•  the sea of glass mixed with fire 
 
* 15:2-4 is an interlude, delaying the vision of the 7 angels 
pouring out God’s wrath. The interlude serves to remind that 
the Lord’s vengeance against the Wicked accompanies the full 
redemption of the Righteous.
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•  those who conquered the Beast… 
 
“The image of “conquering” is one of the critical themes 
of the book (see 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 5:5; 6:2; 11:7; 
12:11; 13:7; 17:14; 21:7) and pictures the saints as victors 
over temptation, the pressures of the world, and the cosmic 
powers of evil.” (Osborne, 562)

•  harps  

•  The Song of Moses, the Song of the Lamb 
 
* the Lamb has delivered them from the Dragon and the Beast 
and so a song of Victory is appropriate, just as Moses after 
deliverance from Egypt. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 45:  The Song of Moses
“The background of the exodus provides the thematic link between 
the bowl judgments and the song of Moses and the Lamb. The seven 
bowls are obviously modeled on the exodus plagues, and the song in 
15:3–4 is an imitation of the song of Moses after the Red Sea victory 
(Exodus 15).” (Beale, 785)
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6 God Pours Out His Final Wrath (15:5-17:18)

6.1 The Seven angels pour out the seven plagues (15:5-
16:21)

Revelation 15:5  After these things I looked, and the temple 

(literally: the tent of the testimony/witness) was opened in heaven, 

15:6 and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the 

temple/sanctuary, dressed in clean bright linen, wearing wide golden 

belts around their chests. 15:7 Then one of the four living creatures 

gave the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of 

God who lives forever and ever, 15:8 and the temple was filled with 

smoke from God’s glory and from his power. Thus no one could 

enter the temple until the seven plagues from the seven angels were 

completed.

•  After these things…

•  the Temple / “Tent of Testimony” 
 
“This links the heavenly temple with the tabernacle or 
“tent” in the wilderness, and the added “of testimony” refers 
to the stone tablets placed in the ark to signify the Ten 
Commandments as a “witness” to the centrality of Torah 
for Israel (see Exod. 25:16, 21; Deut. 10:1–2; 1 Kings 8:9; 2 
Chron. 5:10). The Holy of Holies or the ark itself are often 
called “the Testimony” in the OT (Exod. 16:34; 27:21; Lev. 
16:13; Num. 1:50; 17:4, 10). The purpose for this description 
is to insert the idea of covenant, with its attendant blessings 
and cursings. The nations have broken covenant with God 
and must face the consequences. In 11:19 the ark may have 
been a sign of mercy, but here it is a sign of judgment.” 
(Osborne, 569)
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•  seven angels

•  white linen, golden belts 
 
Linen - worn by Priests (see Leviticus 16:4, 23) and also 
angels (see Ezek. 9:2–3, 11; Dan. 10:5; 12:6–7) 
 
golden belt/sash - like Jesus in 1:13 pointing to royalty.  
 
! Theses angels appear to be Royal, Priestly angels, emissaries of 
Christ. 

•  one of the four living creatures… 
 
“The “four living creatures” formed the innermost circle 
(with the elders and angelic host forming the outer circles) 
surrounding the throne of God in 4:6–7. Combining the 
functions of the cherubim of Ezek. 1 and the seraphim of Isa. 
6, they appear to be the leaders of the heavenly court, as seen 
in their function throughout Revelation. They have guided 
heavenly worship in 5:6–7, sent out the four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse in 6:1–8, and participated in worship in 7:11 and 
14:3. Their final appearance in the book will be to fall before 
God and cry out “amen, hallelujah” in 19:4. As in 6:1–2, here 
they function as celestial heralds mediating God’s judicial 
penalty on the unbelievers.” (Osborne, 570)

•  seven golden bowls 
 
! in 5:8 the golden bowls were filled with incense and the prayers 
of the saints. 

•  the wrath of God 
 
In the OT, God’s wrath is presented as being drunk from a 
cup and in Isaiah 51:17, 22. “Drinking” God’s wrath is also a 
figure used in Revelation 14:10, 19.
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•  the temple filled with smoke …no one can enter… 
 
“Throughout the OT, smoke symbolizes the awesome 
presence of God, as in the cloud of smoke at Sinai (Exod. 
24:15–16, where the cloud is also linked with “the glory of 
Yahweh”) and the cloud that became the Shekinah presence 
of God at the exodus (Exod. 13:21; 14:19, 24). Four OT 
passages are especially fruitful here: (1) When the tabernacle 
is set up in Exod. 40:34–35, “The cloud covered the Tent of 
Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.” 
(2) When the ark is brought to the temple in 1 Kings 8:10–
12, the “dark cloud” that symbolizes the presence of the Lord 
fills the temple with his glory. The last two are especially 
apropos in the context of judgment in Rev. 15:7. (3) In the 
great vision of the enthroned God in Isa. 6:1–4, the seraphim 
acclaim the holiness of God and state, “The whole earth is 
full of his glory,” and at that time “the temple is filled with 
smoke” (6:3–4), signifying the glorious presence of God as 
he tells Isaiah to proclaim his message of judgment.12 (4) 
Similarly, in the judgment of Israel as God’s glory departs 
from the temple in Ezek. 10:2–4, the cloud fills the inner 
court and temple with the glory of the Lord. These three 
images—smoke, glory, and power—combine to make the 
outpouring of judgment in Rev. 16 an act of worship. The 
name of God is vindicated, and his glory is demonstrated 
in these bowls of wrath.” (Osborne, 571–572) 
 
> in Exodus 40:35, Moses was unable to enter the Tabernacle 
because of the glory of the Lord’s presence. A similar thing 
happens in 1 Kings 8:11, 2 Chronicles 7:2.

Revelation 16:1  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple declaring 

to the seven angels: “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls 

containing God’s wrath.” 

•  A loud voice from the Temple
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•  Go, pour out… 
 
“The verb [pour out] is a cultic term often used in the LXX 
for “pouring out” drink offerings to Yahweh (Exod. 30:18; 
Lev. 4:7, 18, 30; Num. 19:17) or the sprinkling of blood 
in the covenant rite (Exod. 24:6, 8). The image is used 
figuratively in Jeremiah’s prayer in Jer. 10:25 that God would 
“pour out [his] wrath on the nations” (cf. Ps. 69:24; Jer. 7:20; 
Zeph. 3:8), a prayer that could well be in the background 
here…” (Osborne, 579)

•  On the Earth… 
! Whereas the Seals affected 1/4 of the Earth and the Trumpets 
1/3, the plagues of the Bowls will be final and complete, affecting 
the whole Earth! 
 
 
* This sequence of plagues is divided into a group of 4 and 
3 just like the Seals and Trumpets. The first four bowls are 
also amplifications of the first four trumpets (see notes on 
Revelation 8:6-12). The first four are “natural disasters” 
whereas the last three are directed at the Beast and his throne, 
preparing for the “Battle” at Armageddon. 

Revelation 16:2  So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on 

the earth. Then ugly and painful sores appeared on the people who 

had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image. 

•  Replicates the 6th Egyptian plague (see Exodus 9:9–11) 
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Revelation 16:3  Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the 

sea and it turned into blood, like that of a corpse, and every living 

creature that was in the sea died.

•  Replicates the First Egyptian plague (see Exodus 7:14–21)

Revelation 16:4  Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the 

rivers and the springs of water, and they turned into blood. 

Revelation 16:5  Now I heard the angel of the waters saying: 

“You are just —the one who is and who was, the Holy One— 

  because you have passed these judgments,  

16:6 because they poured out the blood of your saints and prophets, 

 so you have given them blood to drink.  

  They got what they deserved!”  

16:7  Then I heard the altar reply,  

  “Yes, Lord God, the All-Powerful,  

   your judgments are true and just!” 

•  “You are just [righteous] 
The Lord God is established as a “Righteous Judge in the 
Hebrew Scriptures: Psalms 7:11; 9:8; 67:4; 75:2; Isaiah 11:4; 
Jeremiah 11:20; see also 2 Timothy 4:8

•  “Who is and Who was…” 
* notice this title drops the final phrase “who is coming” as earlier 
stated (see 1:4, 8; 4:8) because we are at the point where “He 
has arrived!” This parallels the statement in 11:17 at the Seventh 
Trumpet
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•  The Holy One 
* only time this is used of God in Revelation

•  …they poured out…

•  the saints and the prophets 
 
In the NT, the murder of the Prophets is held up to be a sin 
worthy of judgment: Matthew.23:31, 37 (cf. Matt. 5:11–12) 
Acts 7:52; Romans 11:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:15; and Hebrews 
11:35–37

•  what they deserved… 
literally, “they are worthy”

•  the altar replies 
this calls to mind the souls of the martyrs under the altar in 
the Fifth Seal of 6:9. They called for vengeance and now that 
“prayer” is being answer. Here, the one speaking from the 
altar is probably another angel (see 8:3-5; 9:13)

Revelation 16:8  Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the 

sun, and it was permitted to scorch people with fire. 16:9 Thus 

people were scorched by the terrible heat, yet they blasphemed the 

name of God, who has ruling authority over these plagues, and they 

would not repent and give Him glory.

•  “scorched with fire…terrible heat” 
*fire is the unique symbol of the Lord-God’s judgment in 
Revelation. Jesus’ eyes are like “blazing fire” in 1:14. The 
Trumpets are initiated with a blazing censer being flung 
to earth by an angel (8:5). Three of the trumpets involve 
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fire (8:7, 8; 9:17–18). The two witnesses consumed their 
enemies with fire (11:5). Babylon with be destroyed with 
fire (18:8). Finally, the enemies of God will be thrown into 
eternal fire (14:10; 19:20; 20:10, 14–15; 21:8)

•  “yet…they would not repent and give Him glory.”

Revelation 16:10  Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the 

throne of the beast so that darkness covered his kingdom, and 

people began to bite their tongues because of their pain. 16:11 

They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their sufferings and 

because of their sores, but nevertheless they still refused to repent of 

their deeds. 

•  This recalls the 9th Egyptian plague (Exodus 10:21–29) 
 
“In Exod. 10 the plague of darkness was directed against 
the Egyptian sun god Ra, to show that God, not Ra, was in 
control. The day of Yahweh was to be “darkness, not light” 
(Amos 5:20; cf. 8:9; 1 Sam. 2:9; Isa. 8:22; Joel 2:2, 10, 31). 
Also, darkness is used to describe the place of final judgment 
where there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 
8:12; 22:13; 25:30; Luke 13:28; 2 Pet. 2:17; Jude 13; 1 Enoch 
17.6; Ps. Sol. 14:9; 1QS 4.11–13). (Osborne, 588)

•  The Beast’s throne and kingdom 

•  Blasphemy…And still, no repentance  
See 9:20-21 for all “their deeds” entailed
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Revelation 16:12  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great 

river Euphrates and dried up its water to prepare the way for the kings 

from the east. 

•  Euphrates dried up 
* this parallels the 6th Trumpet in some ways as both have to 
do with armies crossing the Euphrates (see notes at 9:13-19) 
 
“Here the Euphrates … was dried up… a miracle paralleling 
the drying up of the Red Sea so Israel could cross to safety 
(Exod. 14:21–22). Also, Josh. 3:13–17 and 4:23 tell of 
God drying up the Jordan so the Israelites could enter the 
Promised Land. Isaiah saw in the Red Sea crossing a prophecy 
that in the end times the Euphrates would dry up and allow 
the remnant to escape their enemies (Isa. 11:15–16; 44:27; 
50:2; 51:10; cf. Jer. 51:36; Zech. 10:11; 2 Esdr. [4 Ezra] 
13:39–47), a prophecy partially fulfilled when Cyrus (Isa. 
44:28; Jer. 50:38; 51:36) diverted the Euphrates, crossed the 
river, and captured Babylon. The Euphrates, the largest river 
in that part of the world, was the eastern boundary for both 
the land God gave Israel (Gen. 15:18; Deut. 1:7–8; Josh. 1:4) 
as well as for the Roman Empire, separating them from the 
feared Parthians (see on Rev. 6:2). (Osborne, 589–590)

•  …the kings of the East

Revelation 16:13  Then I saw three unclean spirits that looked like frogs 

coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the 

beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 16:14 For they are 

the spirits of the demons performing signs who go out to the kings of 

the earth to bring them together for the battle that will take place on 

the Great Day of God, the All-Powerful.  
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•  three unclean spirits…like frogs 
 
Frogs are listed among the unclean animals in Leviticus 
11:10–11 and also call to mind the 2nd Egyptian plauge of 
frogs in Exodus 8:1–15 
 
”unclean spirits” is a description given to demons in the 
Gospels (see Mark 1:23, 26–27; 3:11, 30; 5:2, 8, 13)

•  Dragon, Beast, False Prophet

•  the spirits of Demons… 
 
* These “demonic frogs” are contrasted to the sharp, double 
edged sword coming out of the mouth of Christ (see 1:16; 
19:15) 
 
Their goal is clearly deception: 
Mark 13:5–6  And Jesus began to say to them, “See that 
no one leads you astray. 13:6  Many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. (ESV) 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9–12 … The coming of the lawless one 
is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and 
wonders, 2:10  and with all wicked deception for those who 
are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved. 2:11  Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so 
that they may believe what is false, 2:12 in order that all may 
be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness. (ESV)

•  The Kings of the Whole Earth 
 
these are the “kings of the earth” who 1) commit adultery 
with the great prostitute (17:2), 2) reign under her rule 
(17:18), and also probably 3) the “ten horns” of 17:12–14 
who “give their power and authority to the beast.”  
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•  The Battle of The Great Day of God 
 
“Israel believed that in the last days her enemies would gather 
to war against her (Ezek 38–39; Zech 14; 1 Enoch 56:5–8; 
90:13–19), but God would intervene and bring victory. Joel 
foretells a great and terrible day of the Lord ( Joel 2:11) when 
God will gather the nations into the valley of Jehoshaphat 
and execute judgment upon them ( Joel 3:2). The great assize 
described by John goes beyond nationalistic expectations. It 
is nothing less than the climax of human history when, 
in the words of the twenty-four elders, God the Almighty 
takes up his great power and enters into his reign (11:17). 
(Mounce, 300)

Revelation 16:15  (Look! I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one 

who stays alert and does not lose his clothes so that he will not have 

to walk around naked and his shameful condition be seen.) 

•  “Look! / Behold!”

•  coming like a thief… 
see Matthew 24:43; 1 Thessalonians 5:2–4; 2 Peter 3:10)

•  Blessed is the one who stays alert…does not loose clothes 
 
Romans 13:11–14  Besides this you know the time, that the 
hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 13:12  The night 
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13:13  Let us walk 
properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 13:14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
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•  Naked, shamed 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, nakedness is a sign of judgment. 
See Isaiah 20:1–4; Ezekiel 16:36; 23:10, 29

Revelation 16:16  Now the spirits gathered the kings and their armies to 

the place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew.

•  Armageddon - “Har Meggido”= Mountain of Meggido 
 
“…the word is a combination of two Hebrew words which 
mean, “the Mountain of Megiddo.” Megiddo was a strategic 
city located at the western end of the Valley of Jezreel, 
guarding the famous Megiddo Pass into Israel’s largest valley. 
One can see the entire Valley of Jezreel from the mount 
upon which the city of Megiddo stood. So what is known 
as the Valley of Armageddon in Christian circles is actually 
the biblical Valley of Jezreel. The term Armageddon is never 
applied to the valley itself, but only to the mount at the 
western end. Here, in this large valley of Lower Galilee, the 
armies of the world will gather for the purpose of destroying 
all the Jews still living.”  
 (Fruchtenbaum, The Footsteps of the Messiah, 311–312)
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Revelation 16:17  Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the 

air and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying: 

“It is done!” 16:18 Then there were flashes of lightning, roaring, and 

crashes of thunder, and there was a tremendous earthquake—an 

earthquake unequaled since humanity has been on the earth, so 

tremendous was that earthquake. 16:19 The great city was split into 

three parts and the cities of the nations collapsed. So Babylon the 

great was remembered before God, and was given the cup filled with 

the wine made of God’s furious wrath. 16:20 Every island fled away 

and no mountains could be found. 16:21 And gigantic hailstones, 

weighing about a hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people, 

but they blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, since it was 

so horrendous. 

•  bowl poured in the air… 
 
* this completes the judgment on the four elements of the 
natural realm defined by Greek “science” of the time:  
earth (16:1–2), water (16:3–4, 12), fire (16:8), and air 
(16:17)

•  “It is done!” 
 
This is the only place in the book where the voice, the 
Temple, and the Throne are brought together. Just as Jesus 
proclaimed, “It is finished/done!” from the Cross announcing 
the end of His redemptive suffering ( John 19:30), so now 
the LORD-God announces the end of the age and the 
completion of His plans for this stage of History.  
 
Isaiah 66:6  “The sound of an uproar from the city! 
A sound from the temple! The sound of the LORD, rendering 
recompense to his enemies! (ESV)
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•  lightning, thunder, earthquake 
 
In the Sixth Seal, John saw the arrival of the Day of God’s 
Wrath accompanied with some of the signs seen here in the 
Seventh Bowl (see 6:12-14). These signs were also present 
in the Seventh Trumpet which heralded the arrival of the 
Kingdom (see 11:15-19). These signs are often referred to 
as a “storm theophany” - when the LORD “shows up,” He is 
often accompanied by a storm. These are the unmistakeable 
signs in the Heavens and on Earth that THE Lord has arrived!

The Sixth Seal The Seventh Trumpet The Seventh Bowl
Revelation 6:12–17   
Then I looked when the 
Lamb opened the sixth seal, 
and a huge earthquake 
took place; the sun became 
as black as sackcloth made 
of hair, and the full moon 
became blood red; 6:13 and 
the stars in the sky fell to the 
earth like a fig tree dropping 
its unripe figs when shaken 
by a fierce wind. 6:14 The 
sky was split apart like a 
scroll being rolled up, and 
every mountain and island 
was moved from its place. 
6:15 Then [everybody], 
hid themselves in the caves 
and among the rocks of the 
mountains. 6:16 They said 
to the mountains and to the 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide 
us from the face of the one 
who is seated on the throne 
and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, 6:17 because the 
great day of their wrath has 
come, and who is able to 
withstand it?”

Revelation 11:15, 19    
And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there arose 
loud voices in heaven, 
saying,   “The kingdom of 
the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and of 
His Christ; and He will reign 
forever and ever.”… 
11:19   And the temple of 
God which is in heaven 
was opened; and the ark of 
His covenant appeared in 
His temple, and there were 
flashes of lightning and 
sounds and peals of thunder 
and an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm.

Revelation 16:18-21  
Then there were flashes 
of lightning, roaring, and 
crashes of thunder, and 
there was a tremendous 
earthquake—an 
earthquake unequaled since 
humanity has been on the 
earth, so tremendous was 
that earthquake. …16:20 
Every island fled away and 
no mountains could be 
found. 16:21 And gigantic 
hailstones, weighing about 
a hundred pounds each, 
fell from heaven on people, 
but they blasphemed God 
because of the plague 
of hail, since it was so 
horrendous. 
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In ThE BaCkgRound 46:  God’s Storm on Mt. Sinai
The “storm signs” of Revelation (see 4:5; 8:5; 11:19; 16:18) all draw 
from the LORD’s appearance on Mt. Sinai:

Exodus 19:16–19    On the third day in the morning there was 
thunder and lightning and a dense cloud on the mountain, and 
the sound of a very loud horn; all the people who were in the camp 
trembled. 19:17 Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet 
God, and they took their place at the foot of the mountain. 19:18 
Now Mount Sinai was completely covered with smoke because the 
LORD had descended on it in fire, and its smoke went up like the 
smoke of a great furnace, and the whole mountain shook violently. 
19:19 When the sound of the horn grew louder and louder, Moses 
was speaking and God was answering him with a voice.

•  earthquake unequaled 
 
This language is linked to Jesus words in the Olivet Discourse 
but in reference to the “great tribulation/persecution” (see 
Mark 13:19) which is also linked to Daniel 12:1: 
 
Daniel 12:1  “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince 
who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation 
till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.

•  the great city split into three parts 
 
Most likely a reference to “Babylon” in the immediate context 
17:18; 18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21.  
 
“split into three” emphasizes it’s complete destruction

•  cities of the nations collapsed = the end of human civilization
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•  Babylon was remembered

•  every island fled/was removed… 
 
“Both 16:20 and 20:11 feature [was not found], with the 
negated passive form often meaning “disappear”…. The 
disappearance of islands, mountains, and heavens is a 
frequent apocalyptic motif associated with the day of the 
Lord (Ps. 97:5; Isa. 2:12–18; 40:4; 45:2; 1 Enoch 1.6–7; 
2 Esdr. [4 Ezra] 15:42; T. Moses 10.4; Sib. Or. 8.232–38). 
(Osborne, 599)

•  hailstones 
 
This parallels the Seventh Egyptian plague in Exodus 9:13–
35. The Lord also uses this judgment on the kings of the 
Amorites in Joshua 10:11 
 
This final appearance of hail completes the cycle of judgment 
that began with the First Trumpet which contained “fire 
and hail mixed with blood” (8:7). “Heavy hail” was also 
mentioned in 11:19 in the context of the Seventh Trumpet. 
 
“One of my students figured such a hailstone would be 17.6 
inches in diameter (at 59.8 pounds per cubic foot). In The 
Guinness Book of Records 1997 (114), the largest hailstones 
in recorded history (2.25 pounds) fell on Bangladesh on April 
14, 1986, killing 92 people. The largest in the United States 
(1.671 pounds, a diameter of 5.62 inches) fell on Coffeyville, 
Kansas, on Sept. 3, 1970. Thus, this is a formidable picture of 
final judgment.” (Osborne, 600)

•  still they blaspheme… 
 
As is often the case, the faithless only focus on their distress, 
blaming their problems on God rather than on their own 
sinfulness.
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6.2 The Vision of the Great Prostitute and the Beast 
(17:1-18)

Revelation 17:1  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls came and spoke to me. “Come,” he said, “I will show you the 

condemnation and punishment of the great prostitute who sits on 

many waters, 17:2 with whom the kings of the earth committed 

sexual immorality and the earth’s inhabitants got drunk with the wine 

of her immorality.” 

•  “I will show you” 
Has been used several times in the book (1:1; 4:1; cf. 
21:9, 10; 22:1, 6, 8) where the visions are given some 
interpretation by an angelic mediator

•  the great prostitute 
 
The key idea behind the image of a prostitute/whore is not 
just the immorality that she commits, but that she entices 
others into her immorality and idolatry.

•  sits on many waters 

17:15 - “The waters you saw (where the prostitute is seated) are 

peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages.”

•  the kings of the earth

•  sexual immorality (adultery) 
pornea in Greek
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Revelation 17:3  So he carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, 

and there I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of 

blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 17:4 Now 

the woman was dressed in purple and scarlet clothing, and adorned 

with gold, precious stones, and pearls. She held in her hand a golden 

cup filled with detestable things and unclean things from her sexual 

immorality. 

•  carried away in the Spirit… 
Twice John is “in the Spirit” (see 1:10, 4:2) and twice he is 
“carried away in/by the Spirit” (see 17:3, 21:10)

•  to a wilderness/desert 
 
“In Scripture the symbol of a “desert” can be used positively 
as a place of comfort and revelation (Exod. 19; 1 Kings 
19:4–6; Isa. 40:3; Ezek. 34:25; Mark 1:35, 45; 6:31–35) or 
negatively as a place of testing and devastation (the forty 
years in the wilderness; Ps. 95:7–11; Isa. 1:7; 37:25; Jer. 
51:36; Matt. 4:1 par.; Heb. 3:8, 17). In Revelation the “desert” 
is positive in 12:6, 14, where the woman finds a place of 
refuge from the dragon in the desert, and negative here, where 
it is the location of Babylon the Great, which will become “a 
home for demons” (18:2; for deserts as the home for demons, 
see Isa. 13:21; Tob. 8:3; Matt. 12:43 par.)” (Osborne, 610)

In ThE BaCkgRound 47:  Isaiah 21:1-10 An Oracle Against Babylon

Isaiah 21:1-10 
 This is an oracle about the wilderness by the Sea:  
 Like strong winds blowing in the south,  
 one invades from the wilderness,  
 from a land that is feared.… 
21:9  Look what’s coming!  
 A charioteer,  a team of horses.”  
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 When questioned, he replies,  
 “Babylon has fallen, fallen!   
 All the idols of her gods lie shattered on the ground!”  
21:10  O my downtrodden people, crushed like stalks on the 
threshing floor,  
 what I have heard  
 from the LORD of Heaven’s Armies,  
 the God of Israel,  
 I have reported to you.

•  A woman sitting on a scarlet beast… 
 
>The woman sitting on the beast probably indicates some 
form of control 
 
>Scarlet is a color often symbolizing or representing opulence 
and luxury.

•  seven heads, ten horns 
*this will be interpreted in 17:9-14

•  purple and scarlet clothing, gold, precious stones 
 
Revelation 18:16–17  “Alas, alas, for the great city that was 
clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, 
with jewels, and with pearls! 18:17  For in a single hour all 
this wealth has been laid waste.” 
 
* this will serve as a strong contrast to the simplicity of the “bright, 
clean, fine linen” worn by the Saints in 19:8

•  golden cup filled… 
detestable > things that were considered “abominations” under 
the Law 
unclean > things that are appropriate to the worship of the 
One True God
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Revelation 17:5  On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: 

“Babylon the Great, the Mother of prostitutes and of the detestable 

things of the earth.” 17:6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the 

blood of the saints and the blood of those who testified to Jesus. I was 

greatly astounded when I saw her. 

•  on her forehead, a name 
 
“In the Apocalypse names written on foreheads reveal the 
true character of people and their ultimate relationship, 
whether to God (7:3; 14:1; 22:4) or to Satan (13:16; 14:9; 
20:4)” (Beale, 857) 
 
“The name on the forehead is found four times for the 
followers of the beast (13:16; 14:9; 17:5; 20:4) and four 
times for the people of God (7:3; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4). As said in 
13:16, this is another of the “great imitations” and emphasizes 
further the contrast between the great whore and the bride of 
the Lamb.” (Osborne, 612)

•  Mystery: “Babylon the Great…” 
 
mystery =  in the context of Revelation the term is used to 
describe something once hidden, now revealed. An angel will 
interpret this vision for John in 17:7-18 
 
“It [the name Babylon] was frequently used for Rome (1 
Pet. 5:13; 2 Bar. 11.1; 67.7; 79.1; Sib. Or. 5.143, 159; 2 Esdr. 
[4 Ezra] 3:2) because like Babylon, Rome also conquered 
Israel and destroyed its temple as well as led the world into 
immorality; it occurs six times in the Apocalypse (14:8; 
16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21. (Osborne, 612)

•  Mother…

•  drunk with the blood… 
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*this detail completes the vision of Babylon’s vice: 
1) Idolatry, 2) Immorality, 3) Luxury/Opulence, 4) 
Persecution of Christ’s people. 

•  those who testified to Jesus… 
*once again, this calls back to the call for perseverance of 
Christ’s people and a reminder of what it means to “conquer” 
and overcome the work of the Devil in 12:11  “And they (the 
saints) have conquered him (the Dragon/Devil) by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved 
not their lives even unto death. (ESV) 
 
“There is no hint anywhere that during the terrible 
persecution the saints are hiding in forests, caves, and remote 
places lest they be killed. Rather, they engage in fearless 
witness throughout this period.” (Osborne, 614)

•  “greatly astounded”   
literally, “amazed with great amazement”  
wonder and confusion 
 
! John is probably confused because he was told he would be 
shown the condemnation of the great prostitute in 17:1 but now 
he sees her opulence and seeming “victory.” 

Revelation 17:7  But the angel said to me, “Why are you astounded? 

I will interpret for you the mystery of the woman and of the beast 

with the seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 17:8 The beast 

you saw was, and is not, but is about to come up from the abyss and 

then go to destruction. The inhabitants of the earth—all those whose 

names have not been written in the book of life since the foundation 

of the world—will be astounded when they see that the beast was, 

and is not, but is to come. 
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•  the Beast who was, and is not, but is about to come up … 
* again, a parody of God/Christ who was, is, and is coming… 
(see 1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17; and 16:5) 
 
“Down through history he [the Beast] repeatedly “comes 
up out of the Abyss” to harass and, if it were possible, to 
destroy the people of God. He is the little horn of Daniel 7 
(Antiochus Epiphanes) who rises out of the fourth kingdom 
(the “most terrifying” fourth beast, Dan 7:19) to make war 
against the saints (Dan 7:21). He is Nero, who instigates 
a persecution of the Christians to avert suspicion that he 
is responsible for the burning of Rome. The beast was; at 
the moment he is not. John wrote under the shadow of an 
impending persecution. The beast is about to come again. 
This coming will be his last, for now the King of kings and 
Lord of lords will throw him (along with the false prophet) 
alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur (19:20). This is 
what it means that he will “go to his destruction” (see v. 11 as 
well).” (Mounce, 314)

•  go to destruction… 
Here the Beast is clearly linked to the one who will be thrown 
into the Lake of Fire at Christ’s return (see 19:20). 

•  from the Abyss 
in 11:17 The Beast ascends from the Abyss to kill the two 
witnesses

•  “Earth Dwellers” will be astounded… 
* this is probably related to the worship of the Beast when it is 
mortally wounded and revived (see 13:3-4)

•  all those who names are not written 
* this is meant to be a stark contrast to the security of the faithful 
whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book (see 3:5 and 21:27)
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Revelation 17:9  (This requires a mind that has wisdom.) The seven 

heads are seven mountains the woman sits on. They are also seven 

kings: 17:10 five have fallen; one is, and the other has not yet come, 

but whenever he does come, he must remain for only a brief time. 

17:11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself an eighth king and yet 

is one of the seven, and is going to destruction. 17:12 The ten horns 

that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but 

will receive ruling authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 

•  a mind that has wisdom 
the images being presented need divine wisdom to interpret; this 
warns us that they are not what they seem at first glance…

•  Seven Heads = Seven Mountains = Seven Kings 
At this time, the readers would have identified the seven 
mountains/hills in some way with Rome which was 
understood to be built on seven hills (see Cicero, Att. 6.5; 
Pliny, Nat. Hist. 3.66–67) 
 
But this mountains are also Kings which means this is something 
more than literal Rome!

•  Five have fallen, one is, one has not come 
*many have tried to link this with actual Roman Emperors 
leading up to Domitian but little consensus has been reached and 
no truly compelling argument has come forth.  
 
“Many … believe that the numbers should not be connected 
to actual kings or empires but are apocalyptic symbols, with 
the seven meaning the world kingdoms are complete. 
This would be in keeping with the use of sevens throughout 
the book (especially the seven heads of the beast) and with 
extrabiblical works that also use numbers symbolically for 
world empires…. This is probably the best of the options 
since it fits the type of symbolism used in the book. However, 
I would amend this …to include a symbolical and historical 
view. That is, the 5 + 1 + 1 does refer to Roman emperors, 
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and both John and his readers presupposed that the 
reigning emperor was Domitian … The numbering 
was not a reference to specific emperors, however, but a 
symbolic reference to the belief that the Roman tyranny was 
a temporary phenomenon about to be completed (in the 
seventh short-lived ruler) and would lead to the eschaton.” 
(Osborne, 620) 
 
! It has long been argued based on Daniel’s prophecy of the 
Seventy-Sevens, the “coming Prince” - who is the Beast of 
Revelation - will be of Roman descent since his people (the 
Romans) are the ones who destroyed the Temple in AD 70 as 
the prophecy seems to foretell (See Daniel 9). 

•  The Beast, an Eighth King, but one of the Seven 
* As Witherington has noted, the main question is not “who are 
the 7” but “who is the 8th?” The primary focus of this whole 
interpretation is to show the future arrival and destruction of the 
Beast, not necessarily identifying the other kings mentioned. 

•  Ten horns = Ten Kings 
* In 16:12-16, we heard that the demons coming out of the 
mouths of the Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet gathered “the 
kings of the whole world” together for the final battle. These 10 
kings are most likely a reference to those kings or a subset of 
them. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 48:  Daniel’s Fourth Beast

Daniel 7:7–8  After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a 
fourth beast, … It was different from all the beasts that were before it, 
and it had ten horns. 7:8 I considered the horns, and behold, there 
came up among them another horn, a little one, before which 
three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. (ESV)
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•  they were granted ruling authority…

•  …for one hour 
see notes on the use of “hour” in Revelation on pages 65-67.

Revelation 17:13  These kings have a single intent, and they will give 

their power and authority to the beast. 17:14 They will make war 

with the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them, because he is Lord 

of lords and King of kings, and those accompanying the Lamb are the 

called, chosen, and faithful.” 

•  a single intent > authority to the Beast 
see 17:17

•  make war with the Lamb

•  Lamb =  Lord of lords, King of kings

•  those accompanying Him =  called, chosen, faithful 
 
In Revelation 2:26-27, those how “overcome” were promised 
to “rule the nations with a rod of iron.” In Revelation 19:14, 
the “armies of Heaven” accompany Christ at His return to 
make war against His enemies. Based on these connections, 
the “glorified saints” are clearly in view here. 

Revelation 17:15  Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw 

(where the prostitute is seated) are peoples, multitudes, nations, and 
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languages. 17:16 The ten horns that you saw, and the beast—these 

will hate the prostitute and make her desolate and naked. They will 

consume her flesh and burn her up with fire. 17:17 For God has 

put into their minds to carry out his purpose by making a decision 

to give their royal power to the beast until the words of God are 

fulfilled. 17:18 As for the woman you saw, she is the great city that 

has sovereignty over the kings of the earth.”

•  Waters =  peoples, nations, multitudes, languages

•  they will hate the Prostitute… 
In the Second Seal, the people of the earth are turned over to 
slaughtering one another. The scene here is of the Beast (and 
the Kings) “devouring their own” - the great image is that evil is 
ultimately self-destructive.  
 
! make desolate > this is related to the word “wilderness” in 
17:3—the place where John is taken to see this vision—and 
will show up again in 18:17, 19 referring to the desolation of 
Babylon.

•  God has put in their minds…the Word of God fulfilled

•  The Great City that is sovereign over the kings… 
 
“This is primarily a prophecy of the final evil Babylon 
established by the Antichrist, but it still considers Rome the 
basis for the imagery and also embraces all the Rome-like 
cities of history. As Mounce … says, “Every great center of 
power that has prostituted its wealth and influences restores to life 
the spirit of ancient Babylon.” (Osborne, 628)
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7 Babylon is Destroyed (18:1-24)

In ThE BaCkgRound 49:  Holy and Unholy Cities
In this later section of Revelation, we see the strong contrast 
between two cities: Babylon and the New Jerusalem. For the first 
hearers of Revelation, Babylon would have certainly referred to 
Rome to some extent as the capital of the prevailing “anti-Christ” 
empire in that day. 

In his commentary on Revelation, Ben Witherington has an 
excellent discussion of the concept of holy and unholy cities which 
is very helpful:

“…moderns often underestimate the degree to which religion 
was literally and figuratively at the heart of ancient city life. A holy 
city is one in which there is an axis mundi (center of the world), by 
which is meant a profound vertical connection between the city 
and the divine. The city, in addition, is seen as the epicenter of reli-
gious life and thus where pilgrimages should be made. The concept 
of the holy city was already in place in the ANE before NT times, 
and in Jewish tradition, Jerusalem was believed to be that city.…

Holy cities were seen to be places where the cosmic order 
was mirrored in the design and architecture of things…This sort 
of belief existed in Rome and was one of the reasons it was called 
the Eternal City…What John is actually doing is undercutting the 
religious foundations of the Empire by stigmatizing Rome as an 
unholy city…

…the holy city is at the center of divine order, and outside the 
city is seen as the place of evil and chaos. The city is the center of 
divinely sanctioned culture, where as the countryside around is at 
beast a place of agriculture. It is telling that John even includes food 
within the walls of the New Jerusalem. He wishes to portray the 
abolition of all, or almost all, nonsacred space upon earth.

…in [Revelation], it is chronicled what happens when a holy 
city is abandoned by its deity, namely, it degenerates into chaos and 
becomes a desolate and cursed place, where its people fall into pov-
erty, starvation, and self-destruction…

These things need to be kept in view as we evaluate what John 
says about both Babylon/Rome and the New Jerusalem. He under-
stood quite well that such cities were profoundly religious in char-
acter, in design, in practice, and in belief structure. John does not 
oppose a secular to a sacred city in his visions. He opposes two 
categorically opposed visions of a holy city, one involving the dei-
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fication of the human in the person of the Emperor and of the city, 
and of nature/creation in the form of a multitude of other gods and 
goddesses, and the other involving the deity of an only God who 
always maintains the creator/creature distinction and so makes 
relationships between the human and divine eternally possible. 
(see Ben Withering, Revelation, 220-22)

“ Empires are totalizing by definition. In the words of the psalmist, 
imperial ‘mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take 
possession of the earth’ (Psalm 73:9 NIV). Empires are built on 
systemic centralizations of power and secured by structures 
of socioeconomic and military control. They are religiously 
legitimated by powerful myths that are rooted in foundational 
assumptions, and they are sustained by a proliferation of imperial 
images that captivate the imagination of the population. 
 Empires always guarantee the status quo of privilege and 
oppression through a centralization of power.” (Colossians Remixed: 
Subverting the Empire, Walsh and Keesmat, 31, 58 emphasis mine)

“Callahan … calls this chapter “a critique in apocalyptic idiom of 
the political economy of ancient Rome,” tying it to the “network 
of maritime luxury trade that supported Roman domination of 
the Mediterranean basin.” John accomplishes this by using every 
anti-Babylon oracle (along with those against Nineveh and Tyre) 
in the OT (esp. Jer. 50–51) as a historical analogue (49). (Osborne, 
631)

! See the discussion of 14:8 and the message of the 2nd Angel: 
“Fallen, Fallen is Babylon…” on pages 177-78.
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7.1 An Angel announces the fall of Babylon (18:1-3) 

•  The Structure of this Passage

1-3 An angelic announcement of Babylon’s fall  
(as if already done)

4-8  Heaven’s declaration of Babylon’s fall (as yet to be)
9-10   Lamentation of earth’s kings 
11-16    Lamentation of earth’s merchants 
17-19   Lamentation of earth’s sailors
20  Heaven’s rejoicing over Babylon’s judgment  

  (as completed)
21-24 An angel illustrates Babylon’s irremediable judgment  

(yet future) 
 

Revelation 18:1  After these things I saw another angel, who 

possessed great authority, coming down out of heaven, and the earth 

was lit up by his radiance (glory). 18:2 He shouted with a powerful 

voice: “Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great! She has become a 

lair for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every 

unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detested beast. 

•  angel, great authority 
! in contrast to the Beast who has a derived, “given” authority 

•  Radiance/Glory 
This is the only heavenly being in the book describe by the 
term “glory” - it has probably just come from the presence of 
the Lord-God/Christ, the source of all glory.  
 
We saw a similar angel in 10:2 who also appeared with some 
of the characteristics of Christ. Robert Gundry refers to these 
appearances as “angelomorphic christology” — these may be 
angels who spend so much time with Christ, they look like Him!
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In ThE BaCkgRound 50:  The Glory of the Lord Returns…
In Ezekiel 40-48, the prophet is given a glorious vision of a rebuilt 
Temple and the Lord’s Glory returning to it. In this vision, as the 
Lord’s glory returns, that glory fills the earth: 

Ezekiel 43:1–5    Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing 
east. 43:2  And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming 
from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of 
many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 43:3  And the 
vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen when he came to 
destroy the city, and just like the vision that I had seen by the Chebar 
canal. And I fell on my face. 43:4  As the glory of the LORD entered 
the temple by the gate facing east, 43:5  the Spirit lifted me up and 
brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD 
filled the temple. (ESV) 
 
* In the context of Ezekiel, Israel is warned of impending 
judgment, but also given hope of future redemption. In these 
prophetic texts, the Lord’s judgment precedes redemption. In 
Revelation, this theme is amplified to a global scale. 

•  Fallen, Fallen is Babylon the great 
*the tense of the verb here states a future reality as an 
accomplished fact - even though Babylon has not yet fallen, it’s 
destruction is sure.  
 
Echoes of Isaiah are here: 
Isaiah 21:9   
And behold, here come riders, horsemen in pairs!”  
And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon;  
and all the carved images of her gods  
he has shattered to the ground.” (ESV)

•  a lair and haunt for demons and the unclean 
 
“Often in biblical literature, demons live in deserts or lonely 
places (Isa. 34:14; Tob. 8:3; Matt. 12:43 par.). The meaning 
of this is expanded in the next two lines, where Babylon 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 229

is transformed into a …phylakē, prison… an unusual term 
for “lair, haunt,” derived from the ancient view of “the 
underworld as the prison of evil spirits”…. First, it becomes 
the prison house of “every unclean spirit,” the basic term 
in Jewish literature for demons as detestable creatures. 
Second, it is the prison house of “every unclean and hateful 
bird,”4 building on the presence of scavenger birds (hence 
the “hateful”) in Isa. 13:21 (par. 34:11) and preparing for 
the carrion birds of Rev. 19:17–18, 21 who will feast on the 
bodies of the Antichrist’s army.” (Osborne, 636)

Revelation 18:3  For all the nations have fallen from the wine of her 

immoral passion, and the kings of the earth have committed sexual 

immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have gotten rich 

from the power of her sensual behavior.” 

•  all the nations have fallen…

•  kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality… 
In the Scriptures, sexual immorality is used as a figure of 
spiritual apostasy and idolatry

•  merchants of the earth have gotten rich… sensuality 
materialistic luxury 
 
“The nations’ and kings’ cooperation with Babylon ensures 
their material security (cf. 2:9, 13; 13:16–17). 
      An economic interpretation is confirmed by the 
allusion to Isa. 23:17b: Tyre “played the harlot with all the 
kingdoms of the earth.” Rev. 17:2a (“with whom the kings 
of the earth fornicated”) also alludes to Isa. 23:17b with 
the same economic sense. The economic interpretation is 
highlighted by the LXX [the Greek Translation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures], which substitutes “she will be a market … for all 
the kingdoms of the earth” for the MT’s [stands for Masoretic 
Text - the Hebrew text of the Old Testament] “she played the 
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harlot with all the kingdoms on the face of the earth.”  
(Beale, 895) 
 
! Historians have suggested that Rome conquered just as 
much land with its merchants as it did with its armies.

In ThE BaCkgRound 51:  The Oracles Against Tyre

Both Isaiah 23 and Ezekiel 26-28 give  judgment oracles against 
Tyre - one of the most wealthy and significant cities of the era. Much 
of the imagery there is applied to Babylon here.

7.2 The lament for the destruction of Babylon (18:4-24)

Revelation 18:4  Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,  

“Come out of her, my people,  so you will not take part in her sins and 

so you will not receive her plagues, 18:5 because her sins have piled 

up all the way to heaven and God has remembered her crimes. 

•  Come out!!! 
The people of God are warned in the Scriptures to not 
be identified with depraved culture: Isaiah 48:20; 52:11; 
Jeremiah 50:8; 51:45, 50; Ezekiel 20:41) 2 Corinthians 6:14, 
17, Ephesians 5:11 
 
“That Christians need to be exhorted shows the present 
danger of compromise within the church as John writes.” 
(Beale, 899) 
 
“It could be asked why, if true saints are already protected 
because their name has been written in [the Lamb’s Book 
of life, see 17:9], it is necessary that they be warned not 
to worship the beast and exhorted to have wisdom to prevent 
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deception. Theologically, from the divine perspective, the 
answer lies in the idea that God’s plan to save his elect in 
the end includes the penultimate means of issuing them 
warnings and exhortations to which they respond positively 
on the basis of divine protective grace. A good example is 
in Matthew 24, where exhortations are addressed to the 
faithful to endure through tribulation in order to be saved 
(e.g., 24:13) and to be on the alert for Christ’s coming; yet 
the Evangelist states that God will so ordain the intermediate 
circumstances of history that his elect are finally saved: 
“unless those days [of tribulation] had been cut short, no life 
would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those 
days will be cut short” (24:22). From the human perspective, 
2 Pet. 1:10 affirms that exhortations and obedience to them 
instills assurance of salvation among the genuinely elect: 
“therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain 
of your calling and election; for as you keep practicing these 
things, you will never stumble.” The same is true for Paul; 
for example, the exhortation in 1 Cor. 10:12b (“let him who 
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall”) is to be carried out 
through God’s enabling power (10:13), and when carried out, 
the believers’ assurance is increased and the authenticity of 
their faith is demonstrated. Likewise cf. Phil. 1:6 with 2:12–
13.” (Beale, 867–868)

•  sins > plagues

•  sins piled to heaven… 
In Jeremiah 51, the judgment of ancient Babylon reached to 
the the skies/heavens, to the clouds

•  God has remembered… 
 
“When God “remembers,” he acts (part of the meaning of 
the verb). When he remembers his people, he works on 
their behalf (Ps. 105:8–11; 111:5–6; Ezek. 16:60); when he 
remembers sin (Ps. 109:14; Jer. 14:10; Hos. 8:13; 9:9), he 
acts in judgment.” (Osborne, 640)
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Revelation 18:6  Repay her the same way she repaid others; pay her 

back double corresponding to her deeds. In the cup she mixed, mix 

double the amount for her. 18:7 As much as she exalted herself 

and lived in sensual luxury, to this extent give her torment and grief  

because she said to herself, ‘I rule as queen and am no widow; I will 

never experience grief!’ 18:8 For this reason, she will experience her 

plagues in a single day: disease, mourning, and famine, and she will 

be burned down with fire, because the Lord God who judges her is 

powerful!”

•  The Divine Judge Pronounces Sentence: 
In 18:6-8 we have a “Divine Courtroom” scene. Here, the 
Lord gives judgment and pronounces the sentence against 
Babylon. The implication is that the trial has already taken 
place, but the evidence is so self-evident and overwhelming 
there is no need to rehearse those details here.  
 
This judgment represents lex talionis - retributive justice - 
punishment in kind for the crime - eye for eye, tooth for tooth…
See Psalm 28:4; Proverbs 24:12; Isaiah. 3:11; Lamentations 
3:64; Romans 2:6; 2 Corinthians 11:15; 2 Timothy 4:14)

•  Repay her… Double 
There are some sins that required a double payment in the 
OT: Exodus 22:4, 7, 9; Isaiah 40:2; Jeremiah 16:18, 17:18

•  She exalted herself, She said… 
Arrogance and self exaltation is denounced in Scripture: 2 
Samuel 22:28; Job 40:11; Proverbs 3:34; 29:23; Isaiah 2:12, 
17; 5:15; 1 Peter 5:6) 
 
James 4:13–17   Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit”— 4:14  yet you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you 
are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 4:15  
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Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and 
do this or that.” 4:16  As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil. 4:17  So whoever knows the right thing 
to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. (ESV)

•  Sensual luxury 
As in other Scriptures, extravagant, sensual, luxurious living is 
made possible by self-focused greed, the very opposite of holiness 
and Godliness. 

•  All the plagues  
The plagues listed here are general summary of the ones we have 
already seen. 

•  in a single day…   
In 18:10, 17, 19 this judgment comes in a single hour

•  The Lord God is powerful/mighty

Revelation 18:9  Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral 

acts with her and lived in sensual luxury with her will weep and wail 

for her when they see the smoke from the fire that burns her up. 

18:10 They will stand a long way off because they are afraid of her 

torment, and will say, “Woe, woe, O great city, Babylon the powerful 

city! For in a single hour your doom has come!”

•  smoke 
 
“In this book there is a contrast between smoke as incense 
and prayer (8:2–3) and smoke as a symbol of fiery judgment 
(9:17–18; 18:9, 18). The two aspects are combined in 14:11, 
where the “smoke of their torment rises [to God as incense] 
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forever and ever.” This is part of the motif that says the 
judgment of the sinners is God’s answer to the prayers of his 
saints for vengeance and vindication.” (Osborne, 645)

Revelation 18:11  Then the merchants of the earth will weep and 

mourn for her because no one buys their cargo any longer— 18:12 

cargo such as gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple 

cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all sorts of things made of citron wood, all 

sorts of objects made of ivory, all sorts of things made of expensive 

wood, bronze, iron and marble, 18:13 cinnamon, spice, incense, 

perfumed ointment, frankincense, wine, olive oil and costly flour, 

wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and four-wheeled carriages, slaves and 

human lives. 18:14  (The ripe fruit you greatly desired has gone from 

you, and all your luxury and splendor have gone from you 

—they will never, ever, be found again!) 

•              Luxurious Cargo 
Pliny—a roman author writing in the 1st Century—listed 27 
of the most expensive items available to Roman citizens; 18 of 
those items are present on this list 
 
Take a look at that list and ask “How many of these types of 
things do I own?” What does that say about our “luxurious 
living” in comparison to the Roman elite?

Revelation 18:15  The merchants who sold these things, who got 

rich from her, will stand a long way off because they are afraid of her 

torment. They will weep and mourn, 18:16 saying,  

 “Woe, woe, O great city—dressed in fine linen, purple 

and scarlet clothing, and adorned with gold, precious stones, and 
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pearls—8:17a  because in a single hour such great wealth has been 

destroyed!” 

Revelation 18:17b  And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the 

coast —seamen, and all who make their living from the sea, stood 

a long way off 18:18 and began to shout when they saw the smoke 

from the fire that burned her up, “Who is like the great city?” 18:19 

And they threw dust on their heads and were shouting  with weeping 

and mourning, “Woe, Woe, O great city— in which all those who 

had ships on the sea got rich from her wealth—because in a single 

hour she has been destroyed!” 

Revelation 18:20  (Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and 

apostles and prophets, for God has pronounced judgment against 

her on your behalf!)

•  Rejoice!  
 
This term is used three times in Revelation: 
1) “those who dwell on the earth” rejoice over the death of 
the two prophets/witnesses in 11:10, 
2) “those who dwell in Heaven” are called to rejoice over the 
casting out of the Dragon/Satan in 12:12, and 
3) Heaven, saints, apostles and prophets are called to rejoice 
over the downfall of Babylon here in 18:20 
 
Heaven and Earth are called to rejoice over the Lord’s 
righteous deeds in the Hebrew Scriptures: Psalms 96:11; 
Isaiah 49:13; and Jeremiah 51:48

Saints, Apostles, and Prophets 
Here saints is the general term for God’s chosen people. 
Apostles most likely refers to The 12 picked by Jesus—the 
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“twelve apostles of the Lamb”—and recognized as a group 
different from the other apostles (see 1 Corinthians 15:5-
9). Their names will be on foundation stones of the New 
Jerusalem (see Revelation 21:14). The Prophets are those 
who were given the Word of God in the Old Testament 
era to call Israel to faithfulness, warn of judgment to come, 
and encourage with the promises of future-salvation. In the 
New Testament era, The Prophets are listed along with the 
Apostles as the foundational gifted people given by Christ 
to the Church to equip the Saints for ministry/service (See 
Ephesians 4:11-13). In 1 Corinthians 12:28, Paul says, “And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then….” The 
ordering of first, second, third seems to indicate that the 
Apostles have superseded the Prophets as they are both 
representatives and witnesses of/for Christ.  
 
It may be that here in Revelation, we are meant to understand 
this as a summation of “All the people of God through time”:  
1) the people of God in general (Saints), 2) the emissaries 
of the Lord-God in the New Testament era (Apostles), 3) 
the emissaries of the Lord-God in the Old Testament era 
(Prophets).

•  God has pronounced judgment for you! 
The final destruction of Babylon is the ultimate vindication of 
both God and His people.

Revelation 18:21  Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a 

huge millstone, threw it into the sea, and said, “With this kind of 

sudden violent force Babylon the great city will be thrown down and 

it will never be found again! 18:22 And the sound of the harpists, 

musicians, flute players, and trumpeters will never be heard in you 

again. No craftsman who practices any trade will ever be found in you 

again; the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again. 18:23 Even 
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the light from a lamp will never shine in you again! The voices of the 

bridegroom and his bride will never be heard in you again. For your 

merchants were the tycoons of the world, because all the nations 

were deceived by your magic spells! 18:24 The blood of the saints 

and prophets was found in her,  along with the blood of all those who 

had been killed on the earth.”

•  powerful/mighty angel 
! this is the third and final time one appears in the book

•  millstone 
refers to the larger type of stone, weighing several tons and 
usually driven by a donkey 
 
Jeremiah 51:63–64  When you finish reading this book, tie 
a stone to it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates, 51:64  
and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because 
of the disaster that I am bringing upon her, and they shall 
become exhausted.’ ” (ESV)

•  Babylon the great city will be thrown down

•  will never be…  

•  merchants > tycoons/ “great men”

•  magic spells / sorcery 
pharmakeia mentioned in 9:21; 21:8; 22:15 
In the NT, Sorcery is linked with Idolatry: See Revelation 
9:20–21 and Galatians 5:20 
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•  blood of saints and prophets and all who have been killed 
 
Jeremiah 51:49  Babylon must fall for the slain of Israel, just 
as the slain of all the earth haven fallen because of Babylon. 

8 The Arrival of The King and the New Creation (19:1-
22:21)

8.1 John hears rejoicing in Heaven at the fall of Babylon 
(19:1-5) 
 

•  Revelation 19:1-8 is meant to 1) conclude the address of 
Babylon, contrasting her mourners with the rejoicing of the 
Bride, and 2) introduce the return of Christ

Revelation 19:1  After these things I heard what sounded 

like the loud voice of a vast throng in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! 

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 19:2 because his 

judgments are true and just. For he has judged the great prostitute 

who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality, and has avenged 

the blood of his servants poured out by her own hands!” 

•  After these things, I heard…

•  a vast throng / great multitude 
a great multitude is referenced here, 19:6, and in 7:9 - 
probably the same group



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 239

•  Hallelujah!  
literally “Praise YHWH!” - occurs only here in the NT 
 
A direct call to the Hallel Psalms (113-118) and also the 
other Psalms that are introduced with “Praise YHWH/The 
LORD) (106, 111, 112, 113, 117, 135, 146, 147, 148, 149, 
150).   
 
This is the last time in Revelation that the Saints and the 
Heavenly Beings worship together.

•  Salvation, Glory, and Power 
God’s people not only celebrate these, but have and will 
participate in all of them. 

•  His judgments are true and just… 
! The section on Babylon was introduced in 15:3-5 with a 
heavenly chorus singing the song of Moses and the Lamb, 
celebrating the righteousness of God. Also, in 16:5-7 the 
angel of the waters professed God’s justice and was met 
with a response from the Altar. Here, those in Heaven are 
responding to the admonition to rejoice over the fall of 
Babylon given in 18:30

•  Judged and Avenged 
The cry of the martyrs in 6:10 - “How long?” - is now fully 
answered. 

Revelation 19:3  Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” 

The smoke rises from her forever and ever. 19:4 The twenty-four 

elders and the four living creatures threw themselves to the ground 

and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! 

Hallelujah!” 
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19:5  Then a voice came from the throne, saying:  

 “Praise our God all you his servants, 

 and all you who fear Him, both the small and the great!”

•  the smoke rises… 
A sign of final, total, eternal judgment: see 19:20; 20:10, 
14–15

•  threw themselves down and worshiped 
 
“As stated earlier, the elders and living creatures are the 
celestial worship leaders in the book (4:8–10; 5:8, 11, 14; 
7:11, 13–17; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4). As in 4:10; 5:14; 7:11; 
11:16, they once again “fall down and worship” God. Both 
terms speak of worship and are virtual synonyms (prostrating 
oneself rather than praying with “raised hands” [Ps. 24:4; 
Luke 24:50; 1 Tim. 2:8] was the more serious form of 
worship, symbolizing total surrender). As in 4:9–10 and 5:13, 
the worship is addressed to “God who sits on the throne,” 
namely the sovereign God, Lord of all. The entire scene 
reminds one of the incredible worship of chapters 4 and 5 and 
the theme of the majesty of God there.” (Osborne, 665–666)

•  Amen! Hallelujah! 
“Let it be!.... Praise The LORD/YHWH”  
This combination occurs only here in the NT. 

•  A voice from the Throne.... 
Only here and 16:17 and 21:3 
Who is speaking here has been greatly debated…  
Christ The Lamb is the obvious answer. 

•  servants/slave and all who fear Him 
 
“It is clear that “fearing God” is a major element of the 
command to holiness and perseverance in the Apocalypse. 
It means much more than reverence; it refers to that healthy 
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“fear” of the God who is judge and rewards everyone, saint 
and sinner, “according to their works” (see 2:23; 14:13; 18:6; 
20:12–13; 22:12). (Osborne, 667)

In ThE BaCkgRound 52:  Psalm 115

Psalm 115:1–8  
115:1  Not to us, O LORD, not to us,  
 but to your name give glory,  
 for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!  
115:2  Why should the nations say,  
 “Where is their God?”  
115:3  Our God is in the heavens;  
 he does all that he pleases.  
115:4  Their idols are silver and gold,  
 the work of human hands.  
115:5  They have mouths, but do not speak;  
 eyes, but do not see.  
115:6  They have ears, but do not hear;  
 noses, but do not smell.  
115:7  They have hands, but do not feel;  
 feet, but do not walk;  
 and they do not make a sound in their throat.  
115:8  Those who make them become like them;  
 so do all who trust in them.… 
 
115:12  The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us;  
 he will bless the house of Israel;  
 he will bless the house of Aaron;  
115:13  he will bless those who fear the LORD,  
 both the small and the great. (ESV)
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8.2 The marriage supper of the Lamb arrives with great 
rejoicing (19:6-10)

Revelation 19:6  Then I heard what sounded like the voice of a vast 

throng, like the roar of many waters and like loud crashes of thunder. 

They were shouting:  

“Hallelujah! For the Lord God, the All-Powerful, reigns! 

19:7 Let us rejoice and exult and give Him glory, 

 because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come, 

 and his bride has made herself ready. 

19:8  She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen”  

 (for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).  

•  vast throng  
see notes at 19:1

•  The Lord God, the All-Powerful reigns! 
This language is similar to the that heard at the 7th Trumpet 
announcing the reign/Kingdom of God.  See 11:15

•  the wedding of the Lamb has come… 
 
The LORD uses the imagery of Husband/Wife to define His 
relationship to His people. In the OT, Israel was presented as 
the “Wife of YHWH” (see Isaiah 49:18; 54: 5; 61:10; 62:5; 
Jeremiah 31:32; Ezekiel 16:7-14; Hosea 2:16-20). In the NT, 
Jesus uses the wedding analogy in several of His parables to 
illustrated the Kingdom (see Matthew 22:1–14; 25:1–13). 
He also calls Himself the “Bridegroom” (see Mark 2:19-20), 
as does John the Baptist (see John 3:29). Paul describes his 
work as presenting believers to Christ, their husband, as pure 
virgins (see 2 Corinthians 11:2). He also describes Christ 
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presenting the church to Himself in radiance (see Ephesians 
5:25-27). From these passages, it is clear that the Church is 
seen as the “Bride of Christ.”

•  His bride has made herself ready… 
In the rest of the book, the verb “to make/prepare” has 
been used to show the Lord’s preparation of events (see 8:6; 
9:15; 12:6; 16:12, 21:2). In 21:2, the Lord “prepares” the New 
Jerusalem like a Bride.  
 
“Here alone in the book are the saints described as 
‘preparing themselves.’ They do so by remaining “faithful” 
(2:10, 13; 13:10; 14:12; 17:14), maintaining their “testimony 
for Jesus” (1:9; 6:9; 12:11, 17; 20:4), enduring hardship 
(1:9; 2:2–3, 19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12), and obeying God’s 
commands (12:17; 14:12).” (Osborne, 673–674)

she was permitted to be dressed… 
! this is the same language we have seen earlier as the Lord 
“permits”—gives His sovereign approval and guidance—for 
certain things to happen (see 6:2, 4, 8, 11; 7:2; 8:3; 9:1, 3, 5; 
11:1–3; 16:8; 13:5, 7, 14, 15; 20:4) 
 
As in many other passages in the NT, here we see the seamless 
merging of the Lord’s sovereignty and human responsibility: 
the saints prepare themselves by the gracious provision of the 
Lord.

•  bright, clean, fine linen =  righteous acts of Saints 
 
! these white garments are contrasted to the Great Prostitute 
earlier who was clothed in scarlet and purple.  
 
White linen is used to symbolize the purity of those who 
belong to Heaven and the victory won by Christ (see 3:4; 
6:11; 7:9, 13, 14; 15:6 refers to angels; 19:14 refers to the 
armies of Heaven) 
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“The fine linen is now defined as … the righteous deeds of the 
saints). Building on Beale…, I take [of the Saints] as a general 
genitive…. First and foremost, it is subjective, meaning 
“the righteous deeds done by the saints” (cf. 22:11, “Let 
the one who does right continue to do right”). But it is also 
objective, meaning “righteous acts performed for the 
saints by God,” namely his vindication of them (see the 
other uses of the [righteous]- word group in 15:3, 4; 16:5, 
7; 19:2, 11, which all refer to the “just” actions of God in 
vindicating his people).” (Osborne, 674–675)

Revelation 19:9  Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: 

Blessed are those who are invited to the banquet at the wedding 

celebration of the Lamb!” He also said to me, “These are the true 

words of God.” 

•  Write... 

•  Blessed… 
This is the 4th of the 7 “Blesseds” in the book. (see notes at 
1:3 pg 8)

•  those invited = the Saints 
this is a mixed metaphor - the Saints are both the Bride and 
those who are invited to the celebration. 

the wedding celebration 
 
The coming of The Kingdom is often presented as a great 
feast/celebration. Building on Isaiah, Jesus speaks of the 
“blessedness” of those who will celebrate in the Kingdom 
(see Matthew 8:11; Luke 14:15, 22:30; ) 
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In ThE BaCkgRound 53:  Isaiah 25 - The Great Feast of the Kingdom

Isaiah 25:6–10 
25:6 On this mountain {Zion}  
 the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples  
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,  
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  
25:7  And he will swallow up on this mountain  
 the covering that is cast over all peoples,  
 the veil that is spread over all nations.  
25:8  He will swallow up death forever;  
 and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,  
 and the reproach of his people  
  he will take away from all the earth,  
 for the LORD has spoken.  
25:9  It will be said on that day,  
 “Behold, this is our God;  
  we have waited for him, that he might save us.  
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him;  
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”  
25:10  For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain, …

•  these are the true words of God 
Emphasizes the significance of this particular statement. Similar 
statements are in 21:5 and 22:6. This functions like Jesus’ 
“Amen, amen/truly, truly I say…” in Gospels and Paul’s 
pastoral “trustworthy” sayings (see 1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 
2 Timothy 2:11; Titus 3:8)

Revelation 19:10  So I threw myself down at his feet to worship him, 

but he said, “Do not do this! I am only a fellow servant with you and 

your brothers who hold to the testimony about Jesus. Worship God, 

for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
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•  “threw myself down… to worship” 
Several commentators have noted that angels denying 
worship was a common theme in extra-biblical, Jewish 
apocalyptic literature of the time. (For a detailed analysis, see 
Richard Bauckham, The Climax of Prophecy: Studies on the 
Book of Revelation, 1993, 120–32). 

•  I am a fellow servant… 
An important statement theologically: the angel affirms that 
both angels and humans are both servants of the One True 
God.

•  …who hold to the testimony of Jesus 
 
“This has become a semitechnical phrase in the book (1:2, 9; 
12:17), …meaning “our testimony about Jesus in response 
to His testimony about God.” Thus, it is faithful testimony 
about Christ in the midst of opposition and persecution that 
renders a believer a “fellow slave” with the angels.” (Osborne, 
677)

•  the testimony of Jesus = the Spirit of prophecy 
 
! There have been many options given for the meaning of this 
somewhat enigmatic phrase. I take it to mean, based on the 
Scriptures as a whole and the context of Revelation, that this 
means the content of prophecy inspired by the Spirit is ultimately 
centered in the revelation and proclamation of Jesus. 
 
The following is taken from my notes on Eschatology, Part II: 
 
> ALL The Scriptures testify about Jesus. 
 
Luke 24:25–27  He [ Jesus] said to them [the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus], “How unwise and slow you are to 
believe in your hearts all that the prophets have spoken! 
24:26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these things and enter 
into His glory?” 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, He interpreted for them the things concerning 
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Himself in all the Scriptures. 
 
Luke 24:43–45  Then He told them, “These are My words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 24:45 Then He opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures.  
 
John 5:38–40  [ Jesus says to those opposed to Him] “You 
study the Scriptures thoroughly because you think in them 
you possess eternal life, and it is these same Scriptures that 
testify about me, 5:40 but you are not willing to come to me 
so that you may have life.”  
 
> In the last prophetic book of the Bible—Revelation—
Jesus is the source and content of the revelation. 
 
Revelation 1:1–2 The revelation of Jesus Christ that God 
gave Him to show His slaves what must quickly take place. He 
sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, 1:2 
who testified [martureo] to God’s word and to the testimony 
[marturia]about Jesus Christ, in all he saw. 
 
>In the final analysis, the testimony from/about Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy: 
 
Revelation 19:10  [The angel said to John] “Worship God,  
because the testimony [marturia] about Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.” 
* testimony = a message, information about a person or 
an event about which the speaker has direct, personal 
knowledge. This is the word group (martureo [v], marturia 
[n]) from which our term martyr is derived. 
 
* of or about Jesus = there is an interpretation issue here 
since the preposition can be translated as 1) the testimony 
of Jesus, which would mean a message from Jesus, or 2) the 
testimony about Jesus, which would mean a message that 
tells us something about Jesus. In my view the ambiguity is 
purposeful. Prophecy is ultimately a message from Jesus about 
Jesus!  
 
* Spirit = here this is probably a reference to the Holy Spirit 
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inspiring the prophetic word which points to Jesus. Peter 
touches on this when he says: 
 
1 Peter 1:10–12  Concerning this salvation [Peter has 
been talking about their ‘great salvation’], the prophets who 
prophesied about the grace that would come to you searched 
and carefully investigated. 1:11 They inquired into what time 
or what circumstances the Spirit of Christ within them was 
indicating when He testified in advance to the messianic 
sufferings and the glories that would follow. 1:12 It was 
revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but 
you. These things have now been announced to you through 
those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven. Angels desire to look into these things. 
 
 
! Is the order of events in this chapter significant? 

8.3 The King of kings appears to make war against the 
Beast (19:7-21)

Revelation 19:11  Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white 

horse! The one riding it was called “Faithful” and “True,” and with 

justice he judges and goes to war. 19:12 His eyes are like a fiery flame 

and there are many diadem crowns on his head. He has a name 

written that no one knows except himself. 19:13 He is dressed in 

clothing dipped in blood, and he is called the Word of God.  
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In ThE BaCkgRound 54:  Isaiah 63:1-6

Isaiah 63:1-3   
Who is this who comes from Edom,  
 in crimsoned garments from Bozrah,  
 he who is splendid in his apparel,  
 marching in the greatness of his strength?  
“It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save.”  
  
63: 2  Why is your apparel red,  
 and your garments like his who treads in the winepress?  
  
63:3  “I have trodden the winepress alone,  
 and from the peoples no one was with me;  
I trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath;  
 their lifeblood spattered on my garments,  
 and stained all my apparel. 
63:4 For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 
 and my year of redemption had come.  
63:5 I looked, but there was no one to help; 
 I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; 
   so my own arm brought me salvation. 
  and my wrath upheld me.  
63:6  I trampled down the peoples in my anger; 
  I made them drunk in my wrath, 
  and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”

•  Heaven opened… 
The “opening” of the Heavens is an important feature of this 
prophecy. The visionary elements were introduced with this 
statement in 4:1. In both 11:19 and 15:5, the opening of the 
heavenly sanctuary preceded key revelations.  This opening of 
Heaven should also be interpreted in light of the sky/heavens 
being “ripped and rolled up” in 6:14 and also “The Sign of the 
Son of Man” as Jesus describes in Matthew 24:29-30.
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•  here came a white horse… 
a white horse is a symbol of a conquering general/king 
 
Christ appears! 
All through Revelation, Christ is presented as the victorious 
Lamb (see 1:14–16; 2:12, 16, 18; 5:6b; 6:16; 11:15; 12:11; 
14:14; 17:14). Now He finally arrives to make His sovereignty 
manifest to all creation.

•  The Seven Descriptions of Christ 
1) Faithful and True: Christ appears to personally 
administer the final of the Lord-God’s judgments which have 
been described as “just and true”(16:7, 19:2)  
 
2) The Righteous Warrior: Christ initiates “holy way” 
against the Beast how has gone to war against the Saints. 
 
3) Fiery Eyes: Repeats the vision of 1:14 and 2:18. In those 
passages, the penetrating gaze of Christ allows Him to judge 
in true righteousness.  
 
4) Many crowns on His head: In 12:3 and 13:1, the Dragon 
and the Beast wore the “rulers crown” in false imitation. Now 
Christ appears as the One truly worthy of many crowns - all 
authority.  He King of kings, Lord of lords. 
 
5) The Name only He knows: This calls back to the white 
stone given to the conquering saints at Pergamum (2:17). In 
ancient idolatry, it was believed that celestial beings had true, 
hidden names that expresses their very essence. If one knew 
the name, he or she could gain power over the being. Here, 
Jesus shows His complete sovereignty by keeping His Name 
hidden.  
 
6) Clothed in a garment dipped/splattered in blood: 
There is debate as to whether this symbolizes Jesus’ blood 
(shed at The Cross) or the blood of His enemies. Based on 
the context and the background imagery of Isaiah 63:1-3, this 
is probably a symbol of the blood of Jesus enemies presented 
as an already accomplished fact of the battle to come.  
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7) The Word of God:  Calls back to the prologue of John’s 
Gospel - “In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God...” Jesus is the very expression and incarnation of 
God’s Word. 

Revelation 19:14  The armies that are in heaven, dressed in white, 

clean, fine linen, were following him on white horses. 19:15 From 

his mouth extends a sharp sword, so that with it he can strike the 

nations. He will rule [lit: shepherd] them with an iron rod, and he 

stomps the winepress of the furious wrath of God, the All-Powerful. 

19:16 He has a name written on his clothing and on his thigh: “King 

of kings and Lord of lords.”

the armies in heaven… 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, there is a clear presentation of the 
“angelic army”: Genesis 32:1–2; Joshua 5:13–15; 2 Kings 
6:17; Psalm 103:20–21; Joel 2:2, 11; Zechariah 14:5. In 2 
Thessalonians 1:7, Paul affirms that Jesus will appear with 
His mighty angels in “flaming fire” (see also Matthew 13:41, 
16:27, 25:31) 
 
But Revelation 17:14 also already showed that at His 
appearing, Christ would be accompanied by the “called, 
chosen, and faithful” - a reference to the Saints. Paul affirms 
this in 1 Thessalonians 3:13. 
 
*these armies in heaven most likely represent both the saints 
and the angelic host.  

•  Three expressions of judgment: 
 
> striking the nations with the sharp sword (Isaiah 49:2) 
 
> shepherding with the iron rod (Psalm 2, Isaiah 11:4) 
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The “rod” here is probably a “shepherds club” used to protect 
the flock from predators - an apt image for this context.  
 
> stomping the winepress (Isaiah 63:1-6) 
* This was prepared for in 14:19-20 

•  King of kings, Lord of lords

Revelation 19:17  Then I saw one angel standing in the sun, and he 

shouted in a loud voice to all the birds flying high in the sky:  

“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God, 

19:18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,  

the flesh of generals,  

the flesh of powerful people,  

the flesh of horses and those who ride them,  

and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,  

and small and great!”

•  one angel standing in the sun.... 
Throughout the book, the sun is probably symbolizes/points 
to God’s glory. Christ’s face shines like the sun (1:16), another 
angel’s face shines like the sun (10:1), the Woman who gives 
birth to the Messiah is clothed in the sun (12:1).

•  Come, gather!  
This gruesome announcement before the battle makes it clear 
that the outcome of the “battle” is already known. 

•  The Great Banquet 
A contrast to the “Wedding Supper of the Lamb.” This passage 
also draws on Ezekiel 39:17-20 and the judgment of Gog
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In ThE BaCkgRound 55:  Ezekiel 39 - the destruction of Gog 

Ezekiel 39:17–20     “As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord 
GOD: Speak to the birds of every sort and to all beasts of the field: 
‘Assemble and come, gather from all around to the sacrificial feast 
that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on the mountains 
of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 39:18 You shall 
eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of 
the earth—of rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them 
fat beasts of Bashan. 39:19 And you shall eat fat till you are filled, 
and drink blood till you are drunk, at the sacrificial feast that I am 
preparing for you. 39:20 And you shall be filled at my table with 
horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,’ 
declares the Lord GOD.   
 

! It is interesting to note, that in this context, the next “event” is 
the recognition of the Lord’s sovereignty by both Israel and the 
Nations: 

Ezekiel 39:21–25   “And I will set my glory among the nations, 
and all the nations shall see my judgment that I have executed, and 
my hand that I have laid on them. 39:22 The house of Israel shall 
know that I am the LORD their God, from that day forward. 
39:23 And the nations shall know that the house of Israel went into 
captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt so treacherously with 
me that I hid my face from them and gave them into the hand of their 
adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. 39:24 I dealt with them 
according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my 
face from them.  
 39:25 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Now I will 
restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of 
Israel, and I will be jealous for my holy name.
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Revelation 19:19  Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and 
their armies assembled to do battle with the one who rode the horse 

and with his army. 19:20 Now the beast was seized, and along with 

him the false prophet who had performed the signs on his behalf —

signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 

beast and those who worshiped his image. Both of them were thrown 

alive into the lake of fire burning with sulfur. 19:21 The others were 

killed by the sword that extended from the mouth of the one who 

rode the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves with their flesh.

•  Beast and False Prophet > Lake of Fire 
 
* The Lake of Fire is only mentioned here in Chapters 19-21. 
 
The final verse of Isaiah gives a graphic description of the final 
punishment of His enemies: 
 
Isaiah 66:24 “And they shall go out and look on the dead 
bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For their 
worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and 
they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.” (ESV) 
 
Jesus develops this idea with His warning about the terrors of 
Gehenna: 
 
“The name Gehenna derived originally from the Valley of 
Hinnom on the south slope of Jerusalem, which became 
notorious during the evil reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh, 
when their own children were burned as sacrifices to the 
god Molech (2 Chron. 28:3; 33:6). It was condemned and 
became a symbol for future punishment (Isa. 66:24; Jer. 
7:30–33). Thus, “Gehenna” symbolized the place of final 
punishment, located in the depths of the earth (Sib. Or. 
4.184–86) and associated with eternal torment (Sib. Or. 
2.292–310). In Jesus’ day it was the city dump, and the fires 
never went out due to the burning garbage. In Jesus’ teaching, 
Gehenna was also the symbol for eternal fiery punishment 
(Mark 9:43, 45, 47 par.; Matt. 10:28 par.; 18:9; 23:15; cf. 
25:46). Thus, the idea of final fiery punishment has a rich 
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history behind it (see Lunde, DJG 310–11). 
     The depiction of a “lake of fire” as an extension of Gehenna 
also has its background in apocalyptic ideas. First, Dan. 
7:9–11 speaks of “a river of fire” flowing from God’s throne, 
and the “beast” (the “little horn” of Dan. 7:8) is killed and 
his body “thrown into the blazing fire” (Dan. 7:11). Building 
on this, 1 Enoch 54.1 speaks of “a valley, deep and burning 
with fire,” and in 90.24–27 the wicked are thrown into “a fiery 
abyss and burned” (cf. 48.9, “burn … and sink”). Second 
Enoch 10.2 speaks of “a river of fire” and Sib. Or. 2.196 of “a 
great river of blazing fire” (cf. 2.196–209). Thus, the idea of a 
“lake of fire” was a natural extension of these ideas. The choice 
of [lake] rather than [sea] is probably meant to separate 
this from the “sea” that is a symbol of evil (13:1; 20:13); 
technically, it depicts a “relatively small body of water” like 
a pool (Louw and Nida 1988: 1:14), but it is doubtful this 
is part of the imagery, since all the unbelievers and demonic 
forces are cast into it (20:14–15).” (Osborne, 690–691)

•  The others were killed… 
 
!! “One question is whether this means the destruction of 
all the earth-dwellers or the destruction of the army. This 
will be important for the question of the thousand-year 
reign in 20:1–10, and I argue that it is the army that is being 
pictured rather than all peoples of the earth, for there must 
be some present to follow the dragon when he is released in 
20:7. Thus, this is a rhetorical list to show that everyone who 
participates in Armageddon will be destroyed.”  
(Osborne, 688) 
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8.4 Christ reigns for 1000 years while Satan in imprisoned 
(20:1-6)

In ThE BaCkgRound 56:  The Chiliast/Millennial Debate
In this chapter, the 1000 year reign of Christ is revealed. In Greek, 
“1000 years” is chilia etē. From this we get the term “chiliasm” which 
was used to name the “chiliasitc” debate over the nature of this 
passage among the church fathers in the first several centuries of the 
church. 

This whole debate swirls around the interpretation of three key 
issues:

1. How does this passage fit in the larger narrative flow 
of the book - is it a continuation and development of the 
story (Premillennialism)or is it a recapitulation of the 
same narrative already told in chapters 17-19 seen from a 
different angle (Postmillenialsim, Amillennialism)?

2. In what sense is the Devil imprisoned so that he cannot 
deceive the nations?

3. What does the phrase “came to life” mean in 20:4-5?| 
 

We will discuss each of these issues as we go along. The three major 
views are listed below.  
 

• Postmillennialism

In this view, Christ returns at the end of the Church Era after the 
Church has prepared the Kingdom on Earth for His return at which 
time He establishes the Eternal Order. 

OT Era Church Era New 
Creation > 

The Kingdom is foretold The Kingdom is established and 
grows to a Golden Age



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 257

• Amillennialism

In this view, Christ does not literally return to the earth to establish 
an earthly kingdom but is now ruling from the spiritual realm in 
Heaven. Christ will return to bring final judgment and create the 
New Heavens and New Earth of the Eternal Order.

Christ is presently reigning from Heaven 
(1000 years is only figurative)

OT Era  
(Israel)

NT Era 
(Israel of God=Church) 

New Creation >

• Premillennialism

In this view, Christ returns at the end of the Church Era after the 
Tribulation to establish the Earthly Kingdom.

OT Era Church Era Tribulation Millennium New Creation >

Revelation 20:1  Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, holding 

in his hand the key to the abyss and a huge chain. 20:2 He seized 

the dragon—the ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan—and 

tied him up for a thousand years. 20:3 The angel then threw him 

into the abyss and locked and sealed it so that he could not deceive 

the nations until the one thousand years were finished. (After these 

things he must be released for a brief period of time.) 

•  an angel descending 
In 9:1 another “star fallen from Heaven” had the key to the 
Abyss and unloosed the demonic hoard kept there. That 
“fallen star” may have been Satan. Here the angel comes to 
imprison Satan, a contrast to the events of the 5th trumpet. 

•  The Abyss, Huge Chain 
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•  The Dragon, Serpent, Devil, Satan 
 
! all the main titles and identity of the Enemy are listed 
here showing Christ’s sovereignty over him. Unlike Christ 
whose true name is known only to Him so that He remains 
sovereign, the Enemy’s names are known and so he is subject 
to the One who knows all - see the note at 19:12. 

•  1000 Years 

•  “So that he could not deceive the nations....  
 
“The NT presents his [Satan’s] power over this world strongly. 
He “blinds the minds” of unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:4) and is 
depicted as “a roaring lion seeking whom he can devour” (1 
Pet. 5:8). He “traps” the unwary (1 Tim. 3:7; 2 Tim. 2:26) 
and is especially “at work in those who are disobedient” (Eph. 
2:2). He is the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), the “prince 
of this world” ( John 12:31), and “the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air” (Eph. 2:2). The demons are described as “the powers 
of this dark world” and “the spiritual forces of evil” (Eph. 
6:12). It is hard to see how this could describe someone 
imprisoned so he could not “deceive the nations.” Satan in 
this age is primarily characterized as the “deceiver,” so 20:3b 
does not fit the current situation. Rather, it demands a later 
period after the parousia [the appearing of Christ].” (Osborne, 
702–703)

•  after this, he must be released for a short time…

Revelation 20:4  Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those 

who had been given authority to judge. I also saw the souls of those 
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who had been beheaded because of the testimony about Jesus and 

because of the word of God. These had not worshiped the beast or 

his image and had refused to receive his mark on their forehead or 

hand. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

20:5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 

years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. 20:6 Blessed and 

holy is the one who takes part in the first resurrection. The second 

death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of 

Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

•  Those seated on thrones… 
This verse is one of the most enigmatic in all the book. It 
literally begins, “I saw thrones, they sat on them, they were 
given authority to judge.” Who is the “they”? See the next note 
on the “martyrs”

•  I also saw the souls of those beheaded…  
 
! the big question here is how are the “martyrs” related to 
those who sit on the thrones. Two basic answers have been 
suggested: 
 
1) Those seated on thrones are the Heavenly Elders already 
mentioned in the book (4:4, 11:16) with the martyrs 
representing the Saints (maybe symbolically) 
 
2) The Martyrs are the explanation of those who are seated 
on the thrones.  
 
3) Those seated on the thrones are the Saints (from all ages) 
and the Martyrs are a special sub-group of the Saints.  
 
“Krodel…provides the solution. He agrees that the martyrs 
are in view throughout 20:4. Since 20:9 mentions “the 
camp of the saints,” however, this means that all believers 
are present throughout the millennium. Thus, the martyrs 
here are representative of “the whole church that resisted 
compromise, overcame lukewarmness, and persevered in the 
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faith.” In other words, the martyrs are the part embodying the 
whole, namely, all who have remained faithful to Jesus, not 
only during this final period of history but throughout the 
ages. All the saints—those persevering during the OT, NT, 
church age, and tribulation periods—will be present during 
this final period of history.” (Osborne, 705)

•  they came to life and reigned…  
 
Daniel 7:21–22   As I looked, this horn (The Beast) made 
war with the saints and prevailed over them, 7:22 until the 
Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the 
saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints 
possessed the kingdom. (ESV) 
 
!! the entire Millennial debate revolves around the meaning of 
the verb “they came to life” and whether or not this responds 
to a 1) bodily resurrection or a 2) “spiritual” resurrection - 
which is to say a believer’s “New Birth.” 
In 1:18 and 2:8 the term refers to Christ’s literal resurrection. 
In 20:5 the term is used to describe what will happen to the 
others (unbelievers) at the end of the Millennial reign which 
cannot be a “spiritual resurrection” in any sense. For other 
uses of this term in the NT see Matthew 9:18, John 11:25, 
Romans 14:9 where the term is used to talk of some for of 
bodily raising/resurrection.  
 
“The strong presumption is that the verb in v. 4 should be 
taken in the same sense as it is in v. 5. In the second case the 
statement, “The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended,” certainly refers to a bodily 
resurrection at the close of the millennial period. If “they 
came to life” in v. 4 means a spiritual resurrection to new life 
in Christ, then we are faced with the problem of discovering 
within the context some persuasive reason to interpret the 
same verb differently within one concise unit. No such 
reason can be found. Alford’s much-quoted remark is worth 
repeating: “If, in a passage where two resurrections are 
mentioned … the first resurrection may be understood to 
mean spiritual rising with Christ, while the second means 
literal rising from the grave;—then there is an end of all 
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significance in language, and Scripture is wiped out as a 
definite testimony to anything.” (Mounce, 366)

•  the rest of the dead… 
! this is almost certainly a parenthetical reference and explanation

•  the first resurrection… 
John does not speak of a “Second Resurrection” in the book 
but only a “Second Death.” In the context of these chapters, 
the actual second resurrection is not a raising to eternal life, 
but a raising to eternal destruction.  
 
In 1 Corinthians, Paul gives an order of the Resurrection: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20    But now Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 15:21 
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the 
dead also comes through a man. 15:22 For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ all will be made alive. 15:23 But each in his 
own order: Christ, the firstfruits; afterward, at His coming, 
those who belong to Christ. 15:24 Then comes the end, when 
He hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when He 
abolishes all rule and all authority and power. 15:25 For He 
must reign until He puts all His enemies under His feet. 15:26 
The last enemy to be abolished is death.  
 
Some see in this passage three stages of Resurrection: 
1) Christ the firstfruits, 2) those who belong to Christ at His 
appearing (the first resurrection of Revelation 20), and 3) a final 
resurrection at the End when the Kingdom is turned over to 
the Father (the rest of the dead/second death in Revelation 20). 

•  Blessed… 
This is the 5th Blessed of the book (see list on page 8) 
There are three aspects to this blessing: 
1) the second death has no power over them 
 
2) they will be priests of God and Christ, 
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3) they will reign with Christ for the 1000 years

•  the second death = lake of fire 
It is implied that the “first death” is physical death. Even 
believers will experience this. But they will not experience the 
second death which is an “eternal death” (see the promises in 
2:10-11.)

8.5 Satan is released, leads a final rebellion  
and is finally destroyed (20:7-10)

Revelation 20:7  Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan 

will be released from his prison 20:8 and will go out to deceive the 

nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to bring 

them together for the battle. They are as numerous as the grains of 

sand in the sea. 20:9 They went up on the broad plain of the earth 

and encircled the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire 

came down from heaven and devoured them completely. 20:10 And 

the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 

sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and they will be 

tormented there day and night forever and ever.

•  Whent he 1000 years are finished…

•  abyss =  prison

•  he will decieve nations… 
 
“The theme of theodicy [why the Lord-God permits evil] in 
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the book also culminates here. The earth-dwellers have again 
and again rejected every attempt of God to bring them to 
repentance (9:20–21; 16:8–11), and now many of them 
are forced to experience the reign of Christ for a thousand 
years (see below on this) without a devil to deceive them. Yet 
when he is released, they all flock after him in a millisecond 
and once again join the rebellion against God. One of the 
purposes of this passage is to justify the necessity of eternal 
punishment. This book proves that even the equivalent of 
fourteen lifetimes (based on the current life expectancy of 
about seventy years divided into one thousand years) are not 
enough to overturn their allegiance to Satan. Therefore, the 
eternal lake of fire is a necessity.” (Osborne, 697–698) 
 
“Perhaps the most reasonable explanation for this rather 
unusual parole is to make plain that neither the designs 
of Satan nor the waywardness of the human heart will be 
altered by the mere passing of time.” (Mounce, 371) 

•  four corners of the earth 
this is an ancient way of designating the whole earth. It was 
used in describing the 4 Angels of the winds in 7:1.

•  Gog and Magog 
 
“In Gen 10:2 Magog is listed as one of the sons of Japheth. 
In Ezek 38:2 Gog is the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
who leads the invasion against Israel. Magog, according 
to Ezek 39:2, is a territory located in “the far north.” In 
Revelation, however, both Gog and Magog are symbolic 
figures representing the nations of the world that band 
together for a final assault upon God and his people. No 
specific geographical designations are intended. They are 
simply hostile nations from all across the world.” (Mounce, 
372)
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In ThE BaCkgRound 57:  Ezekiel 38-39 - Gog and Magog
 
“The nations [in Revelation 20:8] are now further identified as “Gog 
and Magog,” referring to Ezek. 38–39, where Gog (the king of the 
northern lands) and “Magog” (meaning “the land of Gog”) come 
to wage war against the people of God. There is an interesting order 
in Ezekiel that parallels Rev. 20. After the nation is resurrected and 
reconstituted (the “valley of dry bones” in Ezek. 36 = Rev. 20:4–6), 
the coalition of nations comes to destroy them (Gog and Magog, 
Ezek. 38 = Rev. 20:7–9a) yet are destroyed themselves (Ezek. 39 
= Rev. 20:9b–14), and then the glorified people of God enjoy the 
eschatological temple (Ezek. 40–48 = Rev. 21:1–22:5). It is unlikely 
that the whole of chapters 20–22 are patterned after Ezekiel, for 
the details do not parallel Ezekiel closely enough. There is a general 
relationship, however, and it is likely that John was thinking of Eze-
kiel along with several others like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel as he 
wrote.” (Osborne, 711–712)

•  as numerous as grains of sand

•  the broad plain of the earth… 
literally “the breadth of the earth” - as with the “four corners” 
this emphasizes that this is again a world-wide rebellion. 

•  the camp of the Saints 
seemingly draws up a military image and calls to mind the 
camping of the 12 tribes of Israel around the Tabernacle. See 
Exodus 33:7–11 and Numbers 2:1–34. 
 
“The image of the “camp” could be military (it was used of 
Roman “camps”) but more likely is ecclesiological; the saints 
are the wandering people of God who have now found a 
home and are protected by God even from a vast invading 
army.” (Osborne, 714)
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•  the beloved city = Jerusalem

•  fire from heaven

Satan > Lake of Fire 
! this is the final stage in the “fall” of Satan in the book: 
1) from Heaven to Earth, 2) from Earth to the Abyss 
(temporary), and 3) from Earth to Lake of Fire. 
 
!!The NT makes is clear that Satan was defeated and shamed 
by Christ at the Cross (see Colossians 2:15 and Hebrews 
Hebrews 2:14). Now, he is finally deposed and destroyed 
forever. 

•  tormented day and night, forever and ever…

8.6 A great white throne appears and judgment takes 
place (20:11-15)

Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a large white throne and the one who was 

seated on it; the earth and the heaven fled from his presence [literally, 

from His face…], and no place was found for them. 20:12 And I saw 

the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne. Then 

books were opened, and another book was opened—the book of life. 

So the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according 

to their deeds. 20:13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and 

Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each one 

was judged according to his deeds. 20:14 Then Death and Hades 
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were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death—the lake 

of fire. 20:15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 

life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.

In ThE BaCkgRound 58:  Daniel 12 - The Judgment to Come

Daniel 12:1–3    “At that time shall arise Michael, the great 
prince who has charge of your people (Israel). And there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till 
that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book. 12:2 And many 
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 12:3 
And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky 
above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars 
forever and ever.

•  Great White Throne  
“great” points to the immensity and majesty of the throne;  
“white” points to holiness, purity, and triumph as in the rest 
of the book. 

•  One seated on it…  
 
“Beasley-Murray (1978: 299) has an excellent discussion 
of the Synoptic imagery behind this, in which Jesus is the 
witness before God at the last judgment (Matt. 10:32–33; 
Mark 8:38), as well as of John 5:22, 30, where God has given 
judgment to the Son. In the NT God is judge in Matt. 6:4; 
18:35; Rom. 14:10; and Christ is judge in Matt. 7:22–23; 
25:31–46; 2 Cor. 5:10. John is not interested in labeling the 
one on the throne, and it is likely he intends both Father and 
Son to be involved in the judgment.”(Osborne, 720).
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•  Earth and Heaven fled…  
 
The Hebrew Scriptures foresee the “fleeing” of Heaven and 
Earth and in Isaiah 51:6: “The heavens will vanish like smoke, 
the earth will wear out like a garment” (see also Isaiah13:10, 
13; 34:4; Psalm 102:26; Ezekiel 32:7–8; Joel 2:10). 
 
Peter also speaks about this in more graphic terms: 
 
2 Peter 3:7–13  … the heavens and earth that now exist are 
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly.  
   3:8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. 3:9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
3:10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and 
the works that are done on it will be exposed.  
3:11       Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 3:12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on 
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as 
they burn! 3:13  But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.” (ESV)

•  The Dead, great and small…

 ! Is there 1 day of Judgment or several ?  
There has long been debate as to where this passage is giving 
us a glimpse of 1) both the righteous and the unrighteous 
being judged or 2) just the unrighteous. Those who take 
position 1) argue that 20:12 refers to the righteous and 
20:13-14 refers to the unrighteous. Those who take position 
2) see the whole passage referring the unrighteous.  
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This whole debate is only part of a larger debate of whether 
there is a single “day” of judgment (a singular event) or if 
there are multiple “days” of judgment - one for the righteous, 
one for the unrighteous.  
 
A final decision is difficult based on this passage alone. But 
there are other passages that give more detail. In Acts 17, Paul 
speak of “ a day” of judgment that is coming to all: 
 
Acts 17:30–31  The times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 17:31 
because He has fixed a day on which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of 
this He has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” 
 
Paul also says that we all must stand before Christ’s seat of 
judgment: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10    For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what 
is due (recompensed) for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil. 
 
Some make the argument that Paul is referring to a different 
judgment only for believers in this passage and that the 
“Judgment Seat of Christ” is different from the Great White 
throne of Revelation 20. If so, this poses a massive problem 
in that Paul would be saying that we will be recompensed for 
the evil we have done which would seem to work against the 
grace and forgiveness of Christ.  
 
In the final analysis, my view is there is only one “day” of 
judgment for all people at the end of this age of creation. The 
various texts that describe this “day” each give us different 
facets of the reality of that day in terms of the reward of the 
righteous and the punishment of the unrighteous.  
 
In the larger picture, I think there is some importance to 
Father God rewarding His people in the presence of the 
unrighteous and punishing the wicked in the presence of His 
people.  
 
I believe that Revelation 20, although implying the judgment 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 269

of the righteous, is focusing on the punishment of the 
unrighteous/wicked in preparation for the New Creation. 
This is highlighted by referring only to the “Dead” in this 
passage.  
 
We should also remember that Paul says that we are going to 
“judge the world” with Christ (1 Corinthians 6:2) and this is 
pictured nowhere in this vision of Revelation. Clearly, there is 
no one passage that unifies all the truths related to this “Day.” 
 
For that reason, the most important thing to understand about 
the Judgment to come is that we must be preparing for it and not 
get bogged down in endless debates about the timing or duration 
of it.  

•  The books… 
More than likely a reference to the “books” that record the 
events of a person’s life (see notes on page 158 about the 
various “books” mentioned in Scripture)

•  Another book, the Book of Life 
! The key issue in this text is having one’s name recorded in the 
Book of Life!

Judgment according to deeds… 
* Throughout Scripture, the Lord affirms that His judgment 
will be “according to deeds.” In Revelation both the righteous 
(see 2:23; 11:18b; 14:13; 22:12) and the unrighteous (see 
(11:18a; 18:6; 20:13) are judged/evaluated by their works. 
For believers, our hope and trust in Christ will be a major 
factor in the evaluation of our works: 
 
“For believers the theme is simple: we are saved by grace but 
will be judged by works. There are many other NT passages 
on the judgment of believers “according to their works” 
(Matt. 16:27; Rom. 14:12; 1 Cor. 3:12–15; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Pet. 
1:17). The Bible never says what exactly this “judgment” will 
be, and we know that we have been forgiven for our sins and 
will be rewarded for our service to God. It must suffice to say 
that we will be faced with our evil deeds and then forgiven 
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and will be rewarded for the good we have done. But we will 
have to face what we have done, the bad as well as the good; 
there is simply too much material in the NT on the believer 
“judged by works” to ignore.” (Osborne, 722) 
 
** See my notes, “We All Must Stand…Preparing for the Day of 
Judgment” for more teaching on this topic.

•  The Sea, Death and Hades 
These are the realms and symbols of evil and chaos

•  Death and Hades > Lake of Fire 
The “destruction of death” is a theme present throughout 
Scripture: In 1 Corinthians 15:26, Paul tells us, “The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death” (see also 1 Corinthians 
15:54–55; Isaiah 25:8; Hosea 13:14). Death and Hell will not 
be present in the New Creation and here they are put away 
forever. 

•  Second Death = The Lake of Fire

•  Those whose names are not Written in the Book of Life 
! Again, the significant issue is having one’s name recorded in this 
book of life.  
 
Over the years, as I have thought about this passage, it seems 
like the Lord is giving the “Dead” every opportunity to find 
a place in the New Creation. First, He looks at the book 
of their deeds to see if they have lived a life worthy of the 
Eternal Kingdom. Failing that test, He looks to see if their 
name is in the Book of Life. Failing this test, there is only one 
inescapable and terrible conclusion... 
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8.7 The New Heaven and Earth appear (21:1-8)

“ This section is organized like chapters 12–13, with a thesis paragraph 
(21:1–6, with 7–8 a {persuasive} challenge to the readers in light of 
the vision) that is then expanded in two directions, first viewing the 
Holy City as an eternal Holy of Holies (21:9–27) and then as a new 
Eden (22:1–5).” (Osborne, 727)

Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 

the first heaven and earth had ceased to exist [passed away], and 

the sea existed no more. 21:2 And I saw the holy city—the New 

Jerusalem—descending out of heaven from God, made ready like a 

bride adorned for her husband.

•  The NEW Heaven and Earth 
 
“There was considerable speculation regarding this new order 
in Jewish thinking. Two ideas predominated, one holding 
that there would be total destruction of the present world 
and virtually a creation de novo of a new heaven and earth (1 
Enoch 72.1; 83.3–4; 91.16; 2 Bar. 44.12; Sib. Or. 3.75–90) 
and the other teaching a renovated or transfigured earth ( Jub. 
1.29; 4.26; 23.18; 1 Enoch 45.4–5; 2 Bar. 32.2–6; 57.1–3; 
T. Levi 18.5–10). 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 20:11; and 21:1 follow 
the first tradition, as the old heaven and earth… have passed 
away… echoing Mark 13:31 (“Heaven and earth will pass 
away”; cf. Matt. 5:18 par.; Luke 16:17; 1 Cor. 7:31; Heb. 
12:27; 1 John 2:17). God will create a new order and a new 
world.” (Osborne, 730)

•  New vs. first

•  the sea existed no more… 
If the whole Earth is gone, why is the Sea singled out here? 
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Apart from ancient view that the Sea was the place of 
chaos, and a great symbol for evil, in Revelation the Sea has 
represented:  
 
1) the place from which evil is arises (12:18; 13:1) 
 
2) representative of the nations - the chaos of humanity - that 
persecute the saints (12:18; 13:1; 17:1–6) 
 
3) the place of the dead (20:13) 
 
4) the means used by this World to carry out it idolatrous 
commerce (18:10–19) 
 
5) a body of water, part of this current corrupt world (5:13; 
7:1–4; 8:8–9; 10:2, 5–6, 8; 14:7; 16:3). 
 
* in the New Creation, even the symbols of evil will be no 
more

•  The Holy City, New Jerusalem 
 
In 11:8, earthly Jerusalem had been identified as “Sodom and 
Egypt” and associated with the crucifixion of the Lord.  

In ThE BaCkgRound 59:  The City from Above

“ The phrase “New Jerusalem” occurs only in 3:12 and 21:2 in the 
Bible, but the concept has a broad history. Behind this are several 
passages from Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah. Park (1995: 71–86) 
sees a pattern in Isaiah in which a new and glorified Jerusalem will 
be the center of the world in the last days (Isa. 2:1–5; 18:7), and 
Yahweh will come to Zion as Redeemer (59:20) after destroying 
the apostate earthly Jerusalem (24:10–13; 25:2) and reigning on 
Mount Zion (24:23). At that time her “wilderness will be like Eden” 
(51:3), and Zion will “put on [her] garments of splendor” and be 
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“Jerusalem, the holy city” (52:1). Finally, in the “new heavens and 
new earth,” God will “create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people 
a joy” (65:18). In Ezekiel there is the promised “new exodus” in 
which the land will be like the Garden of Eden (Ezek. 36:35; cf. 
47:11–12), and God’s sanctuary will be set in the midst of his people 
“for evermore. My dwelling place shall be with them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people” (Ezek. 37:26–27 = Rev. 
21:3). In Ezek. 40–48 the name Jerusalem is not used, and the city is 
renamed “Yahweh is there” (48:35). In this restored city there will be 
twelve gates representing the twelve tribes (40:5–43 = Rev. 21:12–
13). In Zechariah the New Jerusalem becomes the “City of Truth” 
(Zech. 8:3) to which the nations come in pilgrimage (8:20–23) 
when Yahweh returns and dwells there. After Yahweh destroys the 
rebellious nations and delivers his people (12:1–9; 14:1–7), Yahweh 
will come, “living water will flow out of Jerusalem” (14:8), and there 
“will be no more curse” (14:11 = Rev. 22:3). (Osborne, 731–732)

In the New Testament, the concept of the “New Jerusalem” shows 
up in a couple of key texts: 

In Galatians, Paul is contrasting the old way under the Mosaic Law 
to the New Way of Christ. In Chapter 4, he gives an allegorical par-
allel to make the case that believers are not tied to Mt. Sinai, but are 
headed toward Mt. Zion in a future Jerusalem: 
 
Galatians 4:26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our 
mother. (ESV)

The writer of Hebrews makes a similar case, focusing his readers 
toward the future Heavenly Jerusalem, not the old way that came 
from Sinai. Even Abraham looked forward to this city, “For he was 
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10) and it is now open to all those who 
trust in Christ: 
 
Hebrews 12:22–24  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 12:23  and to the assembly of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 12:24  and to Jesus, the media-
tor of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel. (ESV)
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•  like a bride adorned for her husband 
Just as Babylon was represented as both a people and a place, 
so here it is with the New Jerusalem. Apocalyptic imagery 
often merges multiple things into a single, potent, visual 
concept. The fact that the City is the Bride emphasizes 
the fact that we are not just talking about a place but also 
the people who inhabit that place. This vision amplifies the 
implications of the wedding feast of the Lamb in chapter 19 
and also shows the fulfillment of the hope of all the saints: 
the people of the LORD-God and united forever with Him in the 
eternal City. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 60:  Visions of Husband and Bride
In Isaiah, the LORD uses the image of the Husband and Bride 
to illuminate His relationship with his people (see Isaiah 54:5-6, 
61:10). In Isaiah 62:1-5 the LORD gives Zion (the mount of Jerusa-
lem) a new name and rejoices over her as a husband rejoices over his 
bride:  

Isaiah 62:1–5
62:1  For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
and her salvation as a burning torch. 
62:2  The nations shall see your righteousness, 
and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
62:3  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
62:4  You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
and your land Married; 
for the LORD delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 
62:5  For as a young man marries a young woman, 
so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you. (ESV)
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Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: 

“Look! The residence of God is among people. He will live among 

them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

as their God. 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death will not exist any more—or mourning, or crying, or pain; the 

former things have ceased to exist.”

•  a loud voice....

residence / dwelling place / skēnē - “shekinah” 
* this statement is the fulfillment of the hope set forth ever since 
the rebellion of Adam and Eve in the Garden.  
 
The word used here - skēnē - has a rich connection in the 
Scriptures. It is used to speak of the LORD’s presence and 
was the term used for the “Tabernacle.” In John’s Gospel, the 
Word of God became flesh and dwelt/tabernacled among us. 
Now, the LORD God takes up His dwelling with His people 
forever in the Eternal City. 

•  He will wipe every tear… 
* Again, Isaiah 25 is the background here. See page 254 for that 
quote. 

•  Death, mourning, crying, pain will exist no more 
 
“Death was the primary stepchild of sin (Rom. 5:12; James 
1:15), and it is always presented in Scripture as a malignant 
force tormenting humankind. But Death, the last enemy, has 
itself been destroyed (1 Cor. 15:26; Rev. 20:14), and all its 
precursors (mourning, crying, and pain) have gone with it.” 
(Osborne, 735)

•  the former things have ceased to exist 
! sums up the whole point of these verses
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Revelation 21:5  And the one seated on the throne said: “Look/

Behold! I am making all things new!” Then he said to me, “Write it 

down, because these words are reliable [faithful] and true.”  

 21:6 He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty I will 

give water free of charge from the spring of the water of life. 21:7 The 

one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and 

he will be my son. 21:8 But to the cowards, unbelievers, detestable 

persons, murderers, the sexually immoral, and those who practice 

magic spells, idol worshipers, and all those who lie, their place will be 

in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. That is the second death.”

•  The One speaks… 
This is the first time in the book that it is explicitly stated that the 
LORD-God speaks! 

•  Look / Behold!

•  “I am making all things new!”

In ThE BaCkgRound 61:  Isaiah’s New Creation
Isaiah also foresees the New Creation. However, it seems that this 
vision of the New Creation is merged with aspects of the Millennial 
Reign of Christ as death is still represented in the New Creation:  
 
Isaiah 65:17–25
65:17  “For behold, I create new heavens 
and a new earth, 
and the former things shall not be remembered 
or come into mind. 
65:18  But be glad and rejoice forever 
in that which I create; 
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for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, 
and her people to be a gladness. 
65:19  I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
and be glad in my people; 
no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping 
and the cry of distress. 
65:20  No more shall there be in it 
an infant who lives but a few days, 
or an old man who does not fill out his days, 
for the young man shall die a hundred years old, 
and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 
65:21  They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
65:22  They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
65:23  They shall not labor in vain 
or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, 
and their descendants with them. 
65:24  Before they call I will answer; 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
65:25  The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
and dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. (ESV)

•  Write… 
Probably emphasizing the content of this whole book summed up 
in the statement of making all things new. 

•  these words are faithful and true 
In Isaiah 65:16, the new creation comes about through the 
work of “the God of Truth.” In Revelation, Jesus also has been 
identified as the “faithful witness” and the “Amen/truth” of 
God (see 1:5, 3:14).
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•  “It is done!” 
Calls back to Christ on the Cross and the finished work of 
salvation. In 16:17 the angel who poured out the 7th bowl 
also made this declaration. Here, the culmination of all these 
events comes together with the end of the old age and the 
beginning of the New Creation. 

•  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and end” 
The visions of John began with this statement in 1:8 where 
the Lord was the One “who was, and is, and is coming.” 
Here the title represents the LORD-God’s sovereignty over all 
history. 

•  “The one who is thirsty…” 
Recalls Jesus’ call in John 7:37-39 
 
“In this sense, it is also an invitation to the unsaved and 
continues the mission theme of the book (see Rev. 1:7; 
11:13; 14:6–7; 22:17). The imagery is drawn from Isa. 55:1, 
“Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters” (cf. Isa. 
12:3; 35:7; 41:17; 44:3; 49:10, as well as Ps. 23:2; 36:8; 46:4; 
Jer. 2:13; Ezek. 34:10–16; Joel 3:18).… 
    Thus, as in the Gospel of John, this is an invitation to the 
spiritually “thirsty” to come and drink of the “water of life,” 
but here and in 22:17 John adds …freely… last for emphasis. 
(Osborne, 738-739)

•  The one who overcomes…

•  Inherit 
* In the NT, the concept of “inheritance” is often used to 
describe the blessings awaiting us as believers (see Acts 
20:32; Romans 8:17; Galatians 3:29; 4:7; Ephesians 1:14; 
3:6; Titus 3:7; 1 Peter 1:4) 
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•  I will be his God, he will be my son…  
 
“In a sense, this sums up both the Abrahamic covenant 
(Gen. 17:7, “to be your God and the God of your 
descendants”) and especially the Davidic covenant (2 
Sam. 7:14, “I will be his father, and he will be my son”; cf. 
Ps. 89:27–28; Jer. 3:19). Sweet … and Giesen … believe 
it is significant that the “father” of 2 Sam. 7:14 is changed 
here to “God.” The “father/son” relationship is reserved in 
the Apocalypse for God and Jesus (1:6; 2:27; 3:5, 21; 14:1). 
As is the case with the other blessings in 21:5–7, there is 
an inaugurated sense to this. For the reader this is the 
adoption language of Rom. 8:14–17, “Those who are led 
by the Spirit of God are the sons of God … you received 
the Spirit of sonship.” Yet full adoption was clearly a future 
reality, as in Rom. 8:23: “We wait eagerly for our adoption 
as sons.” Thus, this celebrates the realization of what Paul 
knew as future hope. We are adopted as God’s children, 
but now we have only a foretaste of the final state of joy 
when God’s family is complete and whole in the eternal 
state. In Rev. 21:3 the voice from the throne said, “They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God.” This states the same truth in the language of the 
Davidic covenant.” (Osborne, 740)

•  BUT, the Cowards…  
*These types of lists are often refereed to as “vice codes” and 
there a several in the New Testament (see Romans 1:29–31; 
Ephesians 4:25–32; 5:3–5; Colossians 3:5–8; 1 Timothy 
1:9–10; James 3:14–16; 1 Peter 2:1; 4:3, 15).  
 
There are three of these lists in Revelation: 9:21; 21:8; 22:15 
 
This is the longest list in Revelation and it is meant to serve 
as a summary of all the other sins already denounced in the 
book. 
 
The first on the list - cowards - is set directly against those who 
overcome. If the greatest virtue of the book is overcoming by 
the blood of the Lamb and the word or our testimony, even to 
the point of death (see Revelation 12:11), the greatest vice 
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is to succumb to fear, generated by the pressures of the World 
and evil forces who stand opposed to Christ.  
 
*It is interesting to note that in their lexicon, Louw and Nida say 
that in some languages a coward is “someone who always runs,” or 
“someone who runs away at nothing.” 

8.8 The New Jerusalem descends from Heaven to Earth 
(21:9-22:5)

 ! This section is directly parallel to 17:1-3. There, one of the an-
gels who had the seven bowls took John away “in the spirit” to 
a wilderness to show him the destruction of the Great Pros-
titute. Here John is shown the glorious vision of the Bride, 
the Wife of the Lamb. Once again, it is clear that in this last 
section of the book, the key themes are the removal of the old 
age through the final judgments and the beginning of the new. 

Revelation 21:9  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls full of the seven final plagues came and spoke to me, saying, 

“Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb!” 21:10 

So he took me away in the Spirit to a huge, majestic mountain and 

showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 

God. 21:11 The city possesses the glory of God; its brilliance is like 

a precious jewel, like a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 21:12 It has a 

massive, high wall with twelve gates, with twelve angels at the gates, 

and the names of the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel are written 

on the gates. 21:13 There are three gates on the east side, three gates 

on the north side, three gates on the south side and three gates on the 

west side. 21:14 The wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on 

them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
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In ThE BaCkgRound 62:  Cities, Temples, The Church, The House of God
Ezekiel’s vision of a new Temple (Ezekiel 40-48) is clearly in the 
background here. However, unlike Ezekiel, there is no Tabernacle/
Temple in the New Jerusalem and the whole City is now the dwell-
ing place of the LORD-God making a Temple irrelevant.

Here, the theology of the New Testament is given it’s fullest 
expression in the sense that the true “dwelling place” of the LORD-
God is in and among His people. Even now, the Church is spiritually 
the New Temple of the Living God through the indwelling pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 3:9ff.; 6:19; 2 Corinthi-
ans 6:16; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:5). In the New Jerusalem this 
spiritual reality will finally be merged with physical reality. 

•  One of the Seven Angels…

•  The Bride, the Wife of the Lamb… 
 
This is the culmination of both the “Wife of Yahweh” texts in 
the Hebrew Scriptures and the “Bride of Christ” texts in the 
New Testament. Just as earlier, the focus is on the City AS the 
people of God. 

•  He took me away in the Spirit… 
See notes at 1:10, 17:3

•  A huge majestic mountain… 
Mountains serve a key role in the Scriptures as a place of 
revelation. Abraham “offers” Isaac on Mt. Moriah, Moses 
receives the Torah on Mt. Sinai, David establishes Jerusalem 
on Mt. Zion (which is also Moriah), Ezekiel is shown a New 
Temple on a great mountain, Jesus’ teaches the “Sermon on 
the Mt.”  
 
In 14:1, John has already has a vision of the Lamb standing 
with the 144,000 on Mt. Zion. Building on the Prophets, 
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other Jewish apocalyptic literature envisioned the Eternal 
City on a mountain (see Isaiah 2:2; 4:1–5; Micah 4:1–2; 1 
Enoch 18.8; 24.1–3; 25.3; Jubilees 4.26)

•  Jerusalem, descending…

•  from God… 
The fact that this “eternal city” is coming directly from 
God emphasizes the reality that this city was not “built 
with human hands” or from the works of mankind; it is the 
singular of work of the Lord-God alone.  

•  possesses the glory of God, like a jewel 
 
*This is the second of three times the “glory of God” is 
mentioned (see 15:8; 21:11, 23). In Exodus 24:15-16, the 
cloud that accompanied Israel meant that the “glory of 
YHWH” was with His people. In Isaiah 6:1-4, the Seraphim 
praise the Lord, saying, “The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
In Ezekiel 43:2-5, the prophets sees the glory of the Lord 
returning to the New Temple. In Isaiah 60:1-2, the glory 
of the Lord shines on His people even as darkness falls on 
others.  
 
The Glory of God is the perfection of His character made manifest 
to the senses and is represented visually in light.  
 
Drawing on uses of the relevant terms in the Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures, I have defined God’s Glory as His 1) 
Inexhaustible, 2) Profound (sometimes incomprehensible), 
3) Radiant, 4) Beauty that is 5) Absolutely Remarkable 
 
Here, the glory is likened to a Jewel, shining like crystal 
emphasizing the dazzling appearance of the City.  
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•  a massive high wall 
 
*In the ancient world, walls were used for protection. This is 
clearly not the function of the wall here. Since it is made of 
jasper/crystal like transparent gold (see 21:18), it seems the 
function of the wall is to magnify the glory of the Lord. 

•  12 gates - names of the 12 Tribes of Israel 
 
In Ezekiel’s vision of the New Temple, he too saw 12 gates 
with one of the 12 tribes written on one of the gates with the 
idea that the gate would open to that tribes territory (48:30-
35). Here the emphasis is probably different in that the 
“nations” will enter through these gates and be reminded that 
access to the City is made possible through the Lord’s work in 
the family of Abraham > Isaac > Jacob/Israel

•  12 angels 
 
Just as the angels of the 7 churches, so there probably do not 
function as guards but a servants to the City and it’s people 
(see Hebrews 1:7, 14). 

•  12 foundations - names of the 12 Apostles of the Lamb 
 
* In the Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul describes the Church in 
terms of “the household of God, built on the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Christ Jesus being the 
cornerstone…” (Ephesians 2:20) 
 
! With the vision of the Gates and the Foundation, it seems that 
John now has a clear representation of the full work of the Lord-
God’s salvation beginning with Israel and being completed in 
the Church. This work is finally unified completely in the New 
Jerusalem. 



Truth Seekers Fellowship 2018-2019284

Revelation 21:15  The angel who spoke to me had a golden measuring 

rod with which to measure the city and its foundation stones and 

wall. 21:16 Now the city is laid out as a square [foursquare], its length 

and width the same. He measured the city with the measuring rod 

at fourteen hundred miles [12,000 stadia](its length and width 

and height are equal). 21:17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits 

according to human measurement, which is also the angel’s. 

•  gold measuring rod… measuring the Heavenly City 
In 11:2 John himself was given a measuring rod to measure 
the Temple, the altar, and those who worshiped there. That 
was the Temple of the Last Days.  
 
* Again, Ezekiel 40-48 is in the background here as there, “a 
man “who looked like bronze” measured the restored Temple (see 
Ezekiel 40:3) 
 
> measuring rods of this type were about 10ft 4in long, a tool 
completely inadequate to measuring this enormous city.  
 
The measuring indicates 1) the Lord-God’s ownership of the 
City, and 2) His protection. Similar measurings were taken 
of earthly Jerusalem in Jeremiah 31:38–40; Zechariah 1:16; 
2:1–2

•  12,000 stadia / about 1400 miles L W H 
Here, the dimensions of the city are cubic, clearly a reference 
to the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle which was 20 cubits 
in each direction.  
 
“According to Aune…, a Greek stadium equaled 600 feet, 
an Attic stadium was 607 feet, and an Olympic stadium was 
638 feet. Thus, the city is “an enormous cube measuring ca. 
1,416–1,566 miles in each direction.” Taking the median 
of 1,500 miles, this would give the city a volume of about 
3,375,000,000 cubic miles…” (Osborne, 753) 
 
! Many have noted, that the size of this City is large enough to 
cover the length of the Roman Empire at that time from Joppa 
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in Spain to the Euphrates. It is clear that the vision is meant to 
communicate that the New Creation will replace ALL of the old 
one. It probably also symbolizes the reality that there is more 
than enough room here for all the saints from all the ages - every 
language, tribe, people, nation (See Revelation 5:9 and 7:9). 

•  144 cubits = about 216 feet 
! This wall is woefully inadequate compared to the size of the city. 
Since all the enemies of the Lord-God have been put away, the 
wall does not function to protect the city, but more likely it serves 
to glorify the beauty of the city.  
 
! We have to note that both numbers 12,000 and 144 were 
used in the sealing of the 144,000 in 7:4-8

Revelation 21:18  The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure 

gold, like transparent glass. 21:19 The foundations of the city’s wall 

are decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation 

is jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 

21:20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the 

eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 

jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21:21 And the twelve gates are 

twelve pearls—each one of the gates is made from just one pearl! 

The main street of the city is pure gold, like transparent glass.

•  Jasper 
In modern terms, perhaps Opal or Diamond…

•  Pure gold, like transparent glass 
In 1 Kings 6:20-22, Solomon overlaid the whole interior of 
the Temple Sanctuary with gold. Here, the wall of the City 
and it’s streets are made with Gold.  
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“I had always assumed that John’s twice-mentioned vision of 
“gold, clear as glass” was an example of ecstatic spiritualizing, 
a metaphor for the unimaginable elements of the new 
creation. But then I became acquainted with the work of New 
York artist Makoto Fujimura, who draws on the Japanese 
artistic tradition of nihonga, a centuries-old art form that 
begins with pure minerals rather than already-mixed paints 
and pigments. One of Fujimura’s primary materials is gold 
leaf, beaten until it is just micrometers thin. It turns out that 
when gold is beaten carefully this way, it does indeed 
become translucent, so that objects behind it become 
visible while still being bathed in a golden essence. 
 Gold, in its natural state, is not 
at all translucent, let alone transparent. But when worked by 
a skilled crafts man, gold acquires glass like qualities. So 
when John speaks of gold as “clear as glass”—even though 
such gold is beyond the skill of any artist in this world—
he almost certainly intends us to imagine gold that has 
been reworked by a cultural process, by a master Artist. 
And in fact this is true of all the elements listed by John as 
the adornments of the city. The foundations of the wall are 
adorned not with minerals but with jewels. And while jewels 
are made of minerals, they are minerals plus culture: minerals 
that have been selected by a dis cerning eye and polished and 
cut to bring out their most striking and beautiful qualities.” 
(Andy Crouch, Culture Making, 238-239)

•  The Foundation Stones: 
*These stones are generally to be seen as patterned after the 
stones in the breastplate of the High Priest from the OT in 
the Septuagint (LXX) translation of Exodus 28:17-20 and 
36:17–20 (MT 39:10–13). Eight of the stones match without 
question, the four remaining may simply be difficult to match 
because of the ambiguous Hebrew names used.  
 
1. Jasper = translucent green, or perhaps an Opal or Diamond 
2. Sapphire = deep blue with speckles of iron pyrite 
3. Agate = milky white or greyish 
4. Emerald = deep green 
5. Onyx / Sardonyx = red and white striped  
6. Carnelian / Sardius = blood red 
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7. Chrysolite = yellow or golden 
8. Beryl = green 
9. Topaz = greenish gold or yellow 
10. Chyrsoprase  = greenish quartz 
11. Jacinth = bluish purple 
12. Amethyst = purple quartz

•  Gates =  Single, Giant Pearls 
* Pearls were the most luxurious and costly “gems” in the 
ancient world. Jesus uses them in His parables signify things 
of the greatest value (See Matthew 13:45-46). 
 
! It is also interesting to note that in the description of 
Havilah in Genesis 2:10-14, Gold, Onyx, and Pearl/
Bdellium are all mentioned. Bdellium was also plant whose 
fruit looked like small pearls. Some of the Rabbis made the 
case that the term “bdellium” was and ancient Hebrew term 
for “pearl.” So, again, we see the New Creation being a renewed, 
more glorious form of Eden. 

Revelation 21:22  Now I saw no temple in the city, because the Lord 

God, the All-Powerful, and the Lamb are its temple. 21:23 The city 

does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory 

of God lights it up, and its lamp is the Lamb. 21:24 The nations 

will walk by its light and the kings of the earth will bring their 

grandeur [glory] into it. 21:25 Its gates will never be closed during 

the day (and there will be no night there). 21:26 They will bring the 

grandeur [glory] and honor of the nations into it, 21:27 but nothing 

ritually unclean will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is 

detestable or practices falsehood, but only those whose names are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life.

•  “Now I saw no…”
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•  No Temple > The Lord-God and Lamb ARE the Temple. 
The entire book of Ezekiel ends with the name of the New 
City: “The LORD is there.” (Ezekiel 48:35)

•  No Sun, Moon > the Glory of God and the Lamb are its light 
Isaiah 60:19The sun shall be no more / your light by day, nor 
for brightness shall the moon / give you light; but the LORD 
will be your everlasting light, /and your God will be your 
glory. (ESV)

In ThE BaCkgRound 63:  God is Light
“Isaiah 60 as a whole is behind this verse, for themes of light and 
glory also begin the chapter, as in 60:1 (“Arise, shine, for your light 
has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you”) and 60:2b–3 
(“His glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light”). In 
James 1:17 God is called “the Father of the heavenly lights,” and 
1 John 1:5 says, “God is light; in him there is no darkness at all” 
(cf. 1 Tim. 6:16, God “lives in unapproachable light”). The idea of 
“its lamp is the Lamb” combines Ps. 132:17, “I will … set up a lamp 
for my anointed one,” and John 8:12, “I am the light of the world.” 
In heaven we will see the final realization of the exhortation in 2 
Cor. 4:6, “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made 
his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Christ” (cf. Eph. 5:8; 1 John 1:7).” 
(Osborne, 761–762)

•  The Nations and the Kings… 
 
“God sent the “eternal gospel” to the nations and called for 
them to “fear God and give him glory” (14:6–7). One of the 
purposes of the seals, trumpets, and bowls was to convict the 
nations of their sin and call them to repentance. Though the 
vast majority refused to repent (9:20–21; 16:9, 11), some 
mourned for sin (see on 1:7) and called out to God (11:13).  
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en “all the nations will worship” God (15:4), a passage that 
points directly to this one.” (Osborne, 762) 
 
“What is surprising is that it is “the kings of the earth” who 
enter the New Jerusalem. Earlier they aligned themselves with 
the beast (17:2, 18; 18:3, 9), led the armies at Armageddon 
(16:16; 19:19), and therefore were destroyed with those 
armies (19:21). In Isa. 60:3 it is “kings,” so John has 
deliberately stressed “the kings of the earth.” He evidently 
wishes to emphasize how God’s mercy ultimately 
triumphs over evil and has redeemed some even from 
among “the kings of the earth.” (Osborne, 763)

•  No closing of the Gates…

•  The glory and wealth of the Nations… 
 
“[21:24 and 26] are the only two verses that speak of any kind 
of “glory” other than what belongs to God, and it is natural 
to suppose that 21:24, 26 mean the earthly “glory” that the 
nations possessed is now being given back to the one who 
alone deserves it.” (Osborne, 763)

•  No Night  
In John’s Gospel, “night” is also a symbol for sin and evil (see 
John 3:2; 9:4; 11:10; 13:30; 19:39). As with the Sea, this 
symbol of evil will also be removed. 

No thing or person will enter: 
1) that is unclean - there were the “things” belonging to 
the Babylon and the empire of the Beast (see 16:13; 17:4; 
18:2). In the Hebrew Scriptures, things that are “unclean” are 
not “dirty,” but are those things which are not allowed in the 
worship of YHWH. Some of these things are detestable and 
“abominations” others are simply not as they are not fit to His 
holiness (see Leviticus 11:40–43; Deuteronomy 7:25–26; 
14:3 as examples). 
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2) who does detestable things/ “abominations” -  The 
cup of the Great Prostitute Babylon was filled with these 
things (17:4-5). A list of these practices is also found in 21:8. 
“detestable” or “abominable” practices are those which do not 
represent the truth, goodness, and glory of the One True God 
- they are completely unacceptable in the Eternal Kingdom.  
 
3) who practices falsehood - lying and deceit are foundational 
to the Dominion of Darkness and the reality of “Babylon.” 
The Devil himself is the “father of all lies” ( John 8:44). The 
Beast and the False Prophet deceive the Nations through 
their lies (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; Revelation 16:13, 19:20, 
20:10). The Kingdom of God is founded on truth and Christ 
Himself is The Truth ( John 14:6), so lies and deception will 
have no place in the New Creation. 

•  only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life will enter… 
 
“This is the last of six places …the book of life, …is 
mentioned: twice those written in it are emphasized (3:5; 
21:27), three times those not written in it are emphasized 
(13:8; 17:8; 20:15), and on one occasion it is opened, 
signaling the final judgment (20:12). It is specifically the 
“Lamb’s” book, made possible by his death (13:8) and 
written “before the foundation of the world” (17:8). The 
book contains the names of those who are true believers 
and is modeled after the roll of citizens in ancient cities and 
especially after the OT register of the citizens of Israel (cf. Ps. 
9:5; 87:6; Isa. 4:3). This came to be a heavenly book in which 
the names of the righteous were kept (Ps. 69:28; Dan. 12:1) 
and is the basis of the book of life here.” (Osborne, 765–766) 
 
“The rhetorical situation must be kept in mind. John’s intent 
in v 27 is not merely to give information about future 
destinies but to warn people in the present by describing 
the final outcome of their choices and actions.”  
(Beale, 1102) 
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 ! In 21:9-21 John was shown a vision of the New Jerusalem in 
terms of a new “Holy of holies.” In 21:1-4 the image shifts to 
the city as the New Eden. 

Revelation 22:1  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of 

life—water as clear as crystal—pouring out from the throne of God 

and of the Lamb, 22:2 flowing down the middle of the city’s main 

street. On each side of the river is the tree of life producing twelve 

kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month of the year. Its leaves are 

for the healing of the nations. 

•  Then the angel showed me

•  the river of the water of life, clear as crystal 
 

In ThE BaCkgRound 64:  The Water of Life /  Living Water
In the last section of Ezekiel’s restored Temple vision, he too sees a 
river that proceeds from south of the Altar: 
 
Ezekiel 47:9–12   And wherever the river goes, every living crea-
ture that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this 
water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so 
everything will live where the river goes. … 
        47:12  And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will 
grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor 
their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because 
the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for 
food, and their leaves for healing.” (ESV) 

“Also, in Zech. 14:8 “living water will flow out from Jerusalem” on 
the “day of Yahweh.” This life-giving water (cf. Ps. 36:9; 46:4; Prov. 
10:11; 14:27; Isa. 12:3; 35:6–9; 44:3; 55:1; Jer. 2:13; Joel 3:18) is 
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also emphasized in John 4:10–14 (Jesus as the “living water”) and 
7:37–39 (the Holy Spirit as “streams of living water”)…” (Osborne, 
769)

•  Pouring out from the Throne of God and of the Lamb 
 
“Bauckham … provides an excellent study of the “worship of 
Jesus” as God in the Apocalypse, showing how God (1:8; 
21:6) and Christ (1:17; 22:13) are equally the Alpha and 
Omega and how both are worshiped equally in the book. 
In 3:21 Christ says “I overcame and sat down with my Father 
on his throne”; also, in 4:2 God sits on the throne, and in 5:6 
the Lamb is “standing in the center of the throne” (also 7:17). 
In chapters 6–21 God is the one on the throne, but now we 
return to the theme that the throne belongs equally to God 
and the Lamb, as also in 22:3, where “the throne of God 
and the Lamb [is] in the city.” [The term “Throne”] occurs 
forty-five times in the book (three-fourths of the NT 
occurrences) and is one of the central motifs, symbolizing 
the sovereign rule of God as judge of the world and protector 
of his people.” (Osborne, 770)

•  The Tree of Life

•  12 Kinds of fruit....

•  Every month of the year 
 
! This a very interesting statement in that both the 12 fruits 
mentioned here and the months suggest that in the New 
Creation, time will be measured as it is now. But, there are no 
seasons for harvest as the Tree produces fruit every month. 
The image is of a true Paradise, a true “Garden of Delight 
(Eden) where all things are fruitful eternally. 
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•  for the healing of the Nations 
 
Here, finally, we see the Nations at peace with the Lord-God 
and with one another. The word that is translated “healing” 
is the form we get our word “therapy” from. The image is 
probably meant to show us that the healing that has taken place 
through the work of Christ in history is sustained in Eternity. 

Revelation 22:3  And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne 

of God and the Lamb will be in the city. His servants [slaves] will 

worship him, 22:4 and they will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 22:5 Night will be no more, and they will not need 

the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, because the Lord God will 

shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever.

•  no longer any curse 
 
* clearly an allusion to Genesis 3:14-19 and the cursing of 1) 
the Serpent and 2) the Earth. 

In ThE BaCkgRound 65: 

Zechariah 14:1-11 presents the coming of a Day of the Lord in 
which the Lord-God will intervene to save Jerusalem and restore 
the fortunes of Israel:  
 
Zechariah 14:1–11   
14:1 A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be 
divided in your presence. 14:2 I will gather all the nations against 
Jerusalem for battle. The city will be captured, the houses looted, 
and the women raped. Half the city will go into exile, but the rest of 
the people will not be removed from the city.  
       14:3 Then the LORD will go out to fight against those nations as 
He fights on a day of battle. 14:4 On that day His feet will stand on 
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. The Mount 
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of Olives will be split in half from east to west, forming a huge valley, 
so that half the mountain will move to the north and half to the 
south.  
     14:5 You will flee by My mountain valley, for the valley of the 
mountains will extend to Azal. You will flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.  
     Then the LORD my God will come and all the holy ones with 
Him. 14:6 On that day there will be no light; the sunlight and 
moonlight will diminish. 14:7 It will be a day known only to Yah-
weh, without day or night, but there will be light at evening.  
      14:8 On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, 
half of it toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the west-
ern sea, in summer and winter alike.  
      14:9 On that day Yahweh will become King over all the 
earth—Yahweh alone, and His name alone. 14:10 All the land 
from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem will be changed into 
a plain. But Jerusalem will be raised up and will remain on its site 
from the Benjamin Gate to the place of the First Gate, to the Cor-
ner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses. 
14:11 People will live there, and never again will there be a curse 
of complete destruction. So Jerusalem will dwell in security.

! In this passage we see an example of prophetic conflation where images 
that encompass a longer sequence of time are merged in one vision. 
Events related to the arrival of Christ in Revelation 19, the 1000 reign of 
Christ in Revelation 20, and the final results in the New Creation of Rev-
elation 21-22 are seen as a complete, unified work of the Lord-God 

•  The Throne of God and the Lamb will be in the City 
 
! The blessings of this future Paradise are secured by the 
centrality of God’s Throne and His presence, no longer “out 
there” in Heaven, but on Earth among His people.

•  His servants / slaves… 
Revelation is addressed to the Lord-God’s servants/slaves. 
Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave him to show to his servants…” (See also; 2:20; 7:3; 10:7; 
11:18; 15:3; 19:2, 5; 22:3, 6) 
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In the NT, God’s people have been 1) purchased with a price 
(1 Corinthians 6:20), 2) by God’s His own blood (Acts 
28:20), 3) from every nation (Revelation 5:9, 14:3-4), and so 
4) we are not our own! (1 Corinthians 6:18). These are some 
of the passages that develop the slave/servant theology of the 
people of God.  
 
His servants/slaves will: 
 
1) will worship Him, 
The term “worship” here is latreuo which implies both 
adoration and service. We will rule with Christ as priests 
serving Him (see in 1:6; 5:10; and 20:6). Humanity was 
designed and created to by “Kingly Priests.” Again, the image 
brings us full circle to Adam and Eve in the Garden… 
 
2) see His face, 
 
“There are three stages in terms of looking on the face of 
God: (1) Moses could not look on the face of God because 
God had declared, “No one may see me and live” (Exod. 
33:20). (2) John 1:18 says, “No one has ever seen [the face 
of] God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s 
side, has made him known.” (3) Here in the eternal city, God’s 
people will finally be able to “see his face.” Jesus provided the 
transition because he was the “incarnate Shekinah” ( John 
1:14) who was the “face of God” on earth. Yet there is also 
a spiritual aspect of “seeing the face of God.” As Aune … 
says, the idea of “seeing God” became a catch phrase for a 
true understanding of who God is and a right relationship 
with him ( Job 33:26; Ps. 17:15; 42:2; 3 John 11) and was 
considered a special eschatological blessing (Num. 6:25; 
Ps. 84:7; Matt. 5:8; 1 John 3:2; Heb. 12:14; Jub. 1.28; 2 
Esdr. [4 Ezra] 7:91, 98; 1 Enoch 102.8). Thus, this is the 
culmination of some of the greatest hopes of the Bible.”  
(Osborne, 774) 
 
3) have His name written on their foreheads 
 
Aaron, the first high-priest, wore a gold plate on his turban 
inscribed with “Holy to YHWH” (see Exodus 28:36-38). In 
Revelation 3:12, Christ promises to write the name of His 
God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and His new name 
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on those who overcome. In 14:1, the 144,000 standing on 
Mt. Zion have the name of the Lamb and the name of the 
Father written on their foreheads. These images all point to 
1) ownership, 2) allegiance, 3) protection. In short, they all 
point to the reality of the new identity that is finally revealed.

•  Night will be no more… 
 
! John sums up this final vision with repetition of key truths 
already stated in 21:25, 23, and 20:4.

No light but the illumination of the Lord-God… 
To have the Lord-God “shine up you” is to be in a relationship 
of unique blessing as in Psalm 118:27 and also the priestly 
blessing of Numbers 6:22-27 which is very apt given the 
priestly connotations of this chapter: 
 
“The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and 
his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you 
shall say to them,  
 
The LORD [YHWH] bless you and keep you;  
The LORD [YHWH] make his face to shine upon you  
      and be gracious to you;  
The LORD [YHWH] lift up his countenance upon you  
      and give you peace.  
 
“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel,  
         and I will bless them.” (ESV)

•  They will reign forever…  
This is the fulfillment of a long string of blessings and 
promises going back to the Lord’s original design and purpose 
of humanity - “rule…” (Genesis 1:26, 28), revived in the 
visions of Daniel (Daniel 7:18, 27), made possible through 
the work of Christ (Matthew 28:18), promised to His saints 
who overcome/conquer (Revelation 2:26-27, 3:21), begun in 
the 1000 year reign of Christ on Earth (Revelation 20:4), and 
now established for all eternity (Revelation 22:).
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9 Postlude: He will arrive soon… (22:6-21)

9.1 The seriousness of this Revelation is restated (22:6-7)

Parallel Between the Prologue and Epilogue
Prologue 1:1-8 Epilogue 22:6-21
1:1 “shown His slaves” 22:6
1:1 the Books Authentication 22:6
1:1 “what must soon take place…” 22:6
1:3 the nearness of Christ’s arrival 22:7
1:3 the Blessing 22:7
1:3 “the words of this prophecy” 22:7, 10
1:3 keep the words of the book 22:7
1:3 challenge to be faithful 22:7, 9, 11, 14, 17
1:8 I am the Alpha and Omega 22:13

Revelation 22:6  Then the angel {he} said to me, “These words are 

reliable [faithful] and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 

prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants [slaves] what must 

happen soon.”

•  “he” said to me…

These words are faithful and true 
This is the third affirmation in this section of the message 
being faithful and/or true (see 19:9, 21:5). The message 
(words) of the book is faithful and true because God and 
Christ, the sources of the book, are faithful and true (see 1:5, 
3:7, 3:14, 15:3, 16:7, 19:2, 19:11)

•  The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets 
 
The process by which the visions have come is now repeated 
from 1:1, but the language is unusual… “Lord” clearly refers 
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to “Yahweh,” the faithful Lord of the covenant. The remainder 
of the sentence says that God has sent his messages to John 
as a prophet like the “prophets” of the OT and NT. The 
idea of “the spirits of the prophets” (probably a possessive 
genitive, “the spirits that belong to the prophets,” though 
perhaps descriptive, “prophetic spirits”) is the same as in 1 
Cor. 14:32, “The spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets.” As for the debate about whether [spirits] refers to 
the Holy Spirit or to the prophets themselves, one cannot 
do better than Swete…, who says it means “the natural 
faculties of the Prophets, raised and quickened by the Holy 
Spirit.” Fee… puts it another way: it refers to “ ‘the prophetic 
Spirit’ by which each of them speaks through his or her own 
spirit.” This echoes Num. 27:16, “the LORD, the God of the 
spirits of all mankind” (also Num. 16:22), emphasizing the 
sovereignty of God (so Aune 1998b: 1182–83). (Osborne, 
780–781)

•  sent his angel to show his servants/slaves 
 
As we have stressed throughout, Revelation was given to John 
in a series of visions - the book is meant to be seen. Even in 
John’s Gospel, “seeing” is the proper response to the truths 
Father-God has revealed in Christ (see John 1:18, 34, 38-39, 
46, 50; 2:23; 3:3, 32; 5:19-20, 6:12, 14; 7:3; 8:56, 9:15, 25, 
37, 39, 41; 10:32, 11:45; 12:21, 40, 41; John 14:7, 9, 17, 19; 
15:24; 17:24; 19:35; 20:29). 

•  what must happen soon… 
 
This mirrors the very first verse of the book… 
 
“While Jesus emphasized a period of time before the eschaton  
[the end of the age] (“Such things must happen, but the end 
is not yet,” Mark 13:7 par.), Paul often stressed the imminent 
return (Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 7:29–31; 1 Thess. 4:15; 5:2), as 
did other NT writers (Heb. 10:25; James 5:8; 1 Pet. 4:7). The 
problem of the “delay of the parousia [arrival/appearing of 
Christ at the end of the age]” was felt in the NT, and 2 Pet. 
3:8–9 responded to it by saying: “With the Lord a day is like 
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a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The 
Lord is not slow concerning his promises.” Thus, to God the 
period between John’s time and ours still connotes “soon.” 
While this same problem is even more acute today, nearly 
two thousand years after these promises, the answer is 
the same: God in his sovereignty has already determined 
the time of the end (see also Rev. 6:11), and we can only 
hold on to the certainty of his promises and wait for his 
predestined time … The church in every age is to await 
Christ’s “soon” return, but the actual timing is up to him. 
Beale … adds a salient point: in salvation history, the next 
eschatological event after Christ’s death, his resurrection, 
and Pentecost is the second coming. Thus, whether the 
event was the following year or five thousand years later, 
it is still “near” in salvation history. As Giesen …points 
out, John’s purpose here is to underscore the urgency of the 
situation and to urge the believers to rise above the crisis. 
That same urgency should be felt in every age.”  
(Osborne, 781–782)

Revelation 22:7  (Look! I am coming soon!  

 Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy  

    expressed in this book.) 

•  Look! I am coming soon 
The book began with John’s vision of Christ and His words to 
John. Now Christ finally speaks again, affirming the certainty 
of His return/appearing. 

•  Blessed is the one who keeps the words… 
 
This is the 6th of the 7 Blessings in the book (see the full list 
in the notes on 1:3, page 8) 
 
! In 1:3, a Blessing was pronounced to those who read, here 
and keep the words of the Book. Here the focus is on keeping 
and the admonition seems to be intended for all the saints, 
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those who wish to be faithful to Christ, implying that it is the 
responsibility of the Saints to know that the book contains.  
 
 
 
! REMEMBER: The purpose of Eschatology is to admonish 
us to holiness, faithfulness, and perseverance (see 1 
Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 5:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; 2 
Thessalonians 2:15; 2 Peter 3:11-12)

9.2 John reiterates the nature of his visions (22:8-11)

Revelation 22:8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things, 

and when I heard and saw them, I threw myself down to worship at 

the feet of the angel who was showing them to me. 22:9 But he said 

to me, “Do not do this! I am a fellow servant with you and with your 

brothers the prophets, and with those who obey [keep] the words of 

this book. Worship God!” 

•  John - the one who heard and saw… 
! The book has been divided and subdivided by John’s statements, 
“I saw” (5:1, 2, 11; 6:1, 2, 5, 8, et al.) or “I heard” (4:1; 5:11, 
13; 6:1, 3, 5, et al.)

•  fell down to worship… 
See 19:10

•  “Don’t do this! I am a fellow servant… 
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•  Your brothers the prophets…

•  Those who obey [keep] the words of the book

•  Worship God! 
There is only one imperative in light of all this:… worship 
God). This is the basic message of the whole book. There 
is only one worthy of worship—not the emperor or the 
Antichrist or the angels but God alone. Eternity will be 
typified by the unadulterated and direct worship of God. As 
the Westminster Confession has said, human beings were 
created to “praise God and enjoy him forever.” (Osborne, 78)

Revelation 22:10  Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the 

prophecy contained in this book, because the time is near. 22:11 The 

evildoer must continue to do evil, and the one who is morally filthy 

must continue to be filthy. The one who is righteous must continue 

to act righteously, and the one who is holy must continue to be holy.”

•  Do Not Seal…the time is near 
John was told not to reveal the 7 thunders in 10:4. Daniel was 
told to seal up what was written on his scroll in 12:4. Things 
are sealed when it is not the time for their revelation - revealing. 
John is told NOT to seal this book because the time had 
come for God to fully revealed what had been hidden. Jesus’ 
death, resurrection, ascension, and giving of the Spirit had 
inaugurated the “Last Days” (see Acts 2:17-36). All that is left 
is Christ’s appearing/return at the end of the Age. 

•  The one who is _____ must continue… 
22:11 could also be translated: “Let the evildoer still do evil, 
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, 
and the holy still be holy.” 
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Daniels’ book ends with similar statement: 
 
Daniel 12:11  The evildoer must continue to do evil, and the 
one who is morally filthy must continue to be filthy. The one 
who is righteous must continue to act righteously, and the 
one who is holy must continue to be holy.” 
! It seems to me that the intent of this statement is to emphasize 
the fact that what humanity does, either evil or good, will have 
any bearing on the fulfillment - the faithful and true nature - of 
what has been revealed. 

9.3 Jesus gives final warnings, blessings, and invitation 
(22:12-21)

Revelation 22:12  (Look! I am coming soon, and my reward is with me 

to pay each one according to what he has done! 22:13 I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end!)

•  Behold! I am coming soon… 
! The arrival of the Lord is the key thread here in the epilogue 
(22:7, 10, 12, 20) and was introduced in the prologue (1:1, 7). 
 
Being prepared for the return of Christ was a major conclusion to 
Jesus’ teaching on the End of the Age (see Matthew 25) as well as 
the teaching of the NT in general. 

•  May reward/recompense is with me… 
 
“… a careful study of [misthos - wage, recompense, reward] 
shows that it does not automatically refer only to a positive 
“reward.” It refers literally to “payment for work done,” and 
as such it can refer to “punishment” (Herodotus 8.116–17; 2 
Macc. 8:33) as well as “reward” (BAGD 523, which correctly 
states that the meaning here is “reward or punishment as the 
case may be”). Indeed, this fits the context remarkably well, 
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with the saved and unsaved side by side in both Rev. 22:11 
and 22:14–15.”  (Osborne, 788) 

•  to pay each one according to what he has done… 
 
“The idea of ethical responsibility and its eschatological 
consequences is too often ignored in modern preaching and 
needs to be given more attention. As Lohmeyer… states, 
Christ appears here as the judge of all humankind, and this 
is both a promise and a warning, building on verse 11. We 
must clarify, however, that this is not a “justified by works” 
theology. It is clear in Scripture that we are “saved by grace 
through faith … not works” (Eph. 2:8–9; cf. Rev. 1:5–6; 
5:9–10; 7:14; 12:11; 22:14). To put both teachings together, 
“We are saved by grace and judged by works.” The teaching 
here deals not with salvation by works (though it does deal 
with salvation in its broad sense) but with our eternal reward.” 
(Osborne, 788) 
 
! See discussion of 20: 11-15 on pages 265-270 and my notes 
“We All Must Stand…” for the full discussion of these ideas. 

I am…{Titles} 
 
This is the final occurrence of this statement and the 
completion of the ABAB pattern: 
 
A) God is Alpha and Omega in 1:8 
B) Christ is First and Last in 1:17, 2:8 
A) God is Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End in 
21:6 
B) Christ is Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End in 22:13 
 
! These titles emphasize the sovereignty of the Lord God over all 
history and over the destinies of all who are part of that history. 
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Revelation 22:14  Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can 

have access to [literally: have authority over] the tree of life and can 

enter into the city by the gates. 22:15 Outside are the dogs and the 

sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murderers, and the 

idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood!

•  Blessed… 
The last of the 7 blessings in the book. (see the full list in the 
notes on 1:3, page 8)

•  who wash their robes… 
Clean, white robes have symbolized the purity and holiness 
of the Saints throughout the book. In 7:14 the Saints coming 
out of the “great tribulation” washed their robes in the blood 
of the Lamb. This was also the means by which the Dragon is 
conquered by the Saints: 
 
Revelation 12:11 And they have conquered him by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they 
loved not their lives even unto death. (ESV)

•  to have access to the tree of Life… 
! literally this stated, “so that they have authority over the 
Tree of Life…” 
 
The term authority/power is used more frequently in 
Revelation than in any other NT book: 2:26; 6:8; 9:3, 10, 19; 
11:6; 12:10; 13:2, 4–5, 7, 12; 14:18; 16:9; 17:12–13; 18:1; 
20:6; 22:14. 
 
Adam and Eve had access to the Tree of Life to eat from it, 
but they were not given “authority over” it. This is the greater 
blessing for those who serve and reign with Christ in the 
eternal order. 

•  enter the City by its gates… 
Reiterates the blessing of being full accepted by the Lord God
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•  Outside… 
Being “outside” the camp of Israel signified a place of cursing, 
exclusion from the covenant people (see Leviticus 24:14, 23; 
Numbers 15:36). 
 
“Dogs” is used to speak of fools Proverbs 26:11 and of 
greedy rulers in Isaiah 56:10–11. The Jews of the 1st 
Century referred to the Gentiles as “dogs.” Paul calls false 
teachers “dogs” (Philippians 3:2). Peter also refers to false 
believers as “dogs” (2 Peter 2:22).  
 
The other 5 vices on the list were mentioned in 21:8 
 
“The final one of the list has special emphasis, for it extends 
the language of 21:8 and 27 to … “everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood”). Since Satan is “the father of lies” ( John 
8:44) and is characterized by “deceit” (Rev. 12:9; 13:14; 20:3, 
8, 10), those who live lives of falsehood are especially aligned 
with him. John 3:20–21 states the reverse of this, “Everyone 
who does evil hates the light” (here those who “love” lies “do” 
them), but “whoever does… the truth comes to the light.” 
The faithful do not lie (14:5), and there is no place for lies in 
the celestial city (21:27). Thus, those who love and live for 
falsehood obviously have no place in heaven.” (Osborne, 791) 
 
Paul makes a strong tie between not believing the Truth and 
Wickedness: 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:11–12  And for this reason God will send 
upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe 
what is false, 2:12 in order that they all may be judged who 
did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.  
(NASB) 

Revelation 22:16  “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about 

these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 

David, the bright morning star!” 
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•  Jesus > Angel > to You > for the Churches 
This is a reiteration of the very first verses of the book. Jesus is 
establishing the authority and transmission of the Testimony. 
 
? Who is the “You” (plural you - “y’all”) here? 
“… several (Beckwith, Lohmeyer, Hill, Michaels, Giesen, 
Aune) believe that [“you” plural] refers to a circle of Christian 
prophets. This would fit well with the mention of such a 
group of prophets in 22:9 as well as the emphasis on the 
prophecies given to the church (22:6–7, 9–10, 16, 18–19) 
and is the more likely option. These prophets probably aided 
John in leading the churches and circulating the book to the 
churches, possibly paralleling the “brothers” sent around to 
churches in 3 John 10.” (Osborne, 792)

•  I am the Root and Descendant of David 
John’s Gospel highlights several “I am” statements of Jesus. 
There are three here in Revelation:  
1:8      I am the Alpha and Omega  
1:17    I am the First and the Last 
22:16   I am the Root and Descended of David 
 
The “Root” already mentioned in 5:5 alluding to Isaiah 11:1, 
10. Here “Offspring” is added presenting Jesus as the True 
Davidic King in fulfillment of the promises made to David 
(see 2 Samuel 7)

•  The Bright Morning Star  
Already mentioned in 2:28 and an allusion to Balam’s 
prophecy in Numbers 24:17

Revelation 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the 

one who hears say: “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come; let 

the one who wants it take the water of life free of charge.

•  The Spirit and the Bride
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•  Come!… 
 
There is some debate over who is speaking here. Two options: 
 
1) Christ who was just speaking in v16 is telling us what the 
Spirit and the Bride are saying. In this case, this would be an 
invitation to come to Christ and the living waters.  
 
2) The Spirit and the Bride are saying “come” to Jesus, calling 
for His return/appearing.  
 
It may be that this statement is left intentionally ambiguous, 
merging the ideas of both the return of Christ and the call 
to the thirsty. The net effect would be whoever is thirsty and 
needs Christ, come to Him now, while there is time!

•  The one who is thirsty 
Clearly this is a reference to “spiritual thirst” - the one who 
desires the life-giving presence of Christ.  
 
Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 
This calls back to the vision of the Innumerable Redeemed 
who in 7:16 will never be hungry or thirsty again.

In ThE BaCkgRound 66:  Thirsting for the Living Waters
In Isaiah, the LORD uses the image of water and thirst to describe 
His salvation of Israel:

Isaiah 49:10  “They will not hunger or thirst, 
 Neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; 
 For He who has compassion on them will lead them, 
 And will guide them to springs of water.
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Isaiah 55:1    “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
  and he who has no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price.

Jesus takes up these themes but focuses them through Himself as 
the true “Living Water”:

John 4:13–15 Jesus said to her [the Samaritan woman at the well], 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 4:14  but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 4:15 The woman said to him, “Sir, 
give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to 
draw water.” 

John 7:37–39 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus 
stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink. 7:38  Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 7:39  Now this 
he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to 
receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified.

Revelation 22:18  I testify to the one who hears the words of the 

prophecy contained in this book: If anyone adds to them, God will 

add to him the plagues described in this book. 22:19 And if anyone 

takes away from the words of this book of prophecy, God will take 

away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city that are described 

in this book.

• Who is the I here? 
Since it is Jesus who clearly identifies Himself as the speaker 
and witness in 22:16 and 22:20, it seems best to see Him as the 
speaker here as well. Jesus is giving his testimony, witness to the 
reality of what the book contains and not adding to it or taking 
away from it. 



The Revelation of Jesus Christ 309

• Adding to, taking away… 
 
Similar statements and warnings appear in Deuteronomy 4:2; 
12:32 where Moses warns the people of Israel to be very careful 
to do all that the LORD commands.  
 
As several commentators have observed, this warning is set 
against false teachers/prophets who would use the contents of 
Revelation to “restructure the Christian faith” (Osborne, 795). 
Some of these types of false teachers and teaching have already 
been addressed in the letters to the Churches, identified as those 
who “hold to the teaching of Nicolaitans”(2:6, 2:15), or “follow 
the way of Balaam” (2:14), or “tolerate the prophetess Jezebel” 
(2:20).  
 
! The warning is addressed to ALL who hear…

• God will add the plagues, take away the share… 
 
These are reversals of the blessings promised in 22:7 and 14. 
These are just “curses” in that the Lord God is paying back in 
degree and kind for the offense- lex talionis, the law of retribution. 

Revelation 22:20  The one who testifies to these things says,  

“Yes, I am coming soon!”  

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

•  The one who testifies… 
This is clearly Jesus speaking. He was first identified as the 
“Faithful Witness” in 1:5 - both terms “witness” and “testify” 
based on the martyr word group, a key repeated term in 
Revelation: Rev. 1:2, 5, 9; 2:13; 3:14; 6:9; 11:3, 7; 12:11, 17; 
15:5; 17:6; 19:10; 20:4; 22:16, 18, 20

•  Yes, I am coming soon… 
The final, fitting affirmation and promise from Christ in the 
book. 
See notes on “soon” at 22:6 pgs 298-299.
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•  Amen, Come Lord Jesus! 
One of the hallmarks of our faith and our great hope, is the 
appearing of Christ signifying the end of the Age: 
 
2 Timothy 4:8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award 
to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 
have loved his appearing.

Revelation 22:21  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 

•  the grace of the Lord Jesus 
 
grace is both the Lord’s freely bestowed favor (Romans 3:24, 
5:15; Ephesians 2:8) and His empowerment (1 Corinthians 
15:10, 2 Corinthians 12:9) that enables us to do what is 
pleasing to Him (2 Corinthians 9:8)!  
 
Used as a benediction in all Paul’s letters except Romans and also 
in Hebrews. A fitting benediction to a book that calls for ultimate 
devotion to Christ, perseverance in faith, and endurance. Without 
His empowerment, none of these would be possible?

“ The Revelation is the last word on scripture, the voice-vision that 
insists that it is God’s word we are hearing, not human word about 
God. The Revelation activates our imaginations so that what tis 
written becomes heard and seen personally. It is also the last word of 
scripture. Scripture, the Bible, consists of sixty-six books written over 
a millennium, in three languages, by numerous authors, both named 
and anonymous. The variety of style and content is enormous. 
It is not unlikely, presented with such vast and diverse fare, that 
the reader will end up with a mass of impressions, but no picture; 
with thousands of vivid details, but no plot; with dazzling items of 
truth, but no wisdom. The Revelation is written the way it is and 
placed where it is as a defense against such a final randomness and 
incoherence. Scripture does not merely stop. There is an emotionally 
and mentally satisfying finish, a telos (conclusion).” (Peterson, 22)


